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(54) Photographic order system 



(57) A photographic processing system is provided 
with an ID reader (140) for reading ID from an ID card; 
an ID transmitting receiving device for transmitting the 
ID to an ID information administrating apparatus and for 
receiving owner information regarding the owner of the 
ID card from the ID information administrating apparatus 



(1 00); an order information inputting device for inputting 
order information regarding order contents for a photo- 
graphic process; and a controller for correlating the own- 
er information and the order information and for memo- 
rizing the owner information and the order information 
in the correlating form in a memory. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

. [0001] The present invention relates to a photograph- £ 
ic processing system, an order receiving system, a cus- 
tomer administrating system and a photographic prod- 
uct delivering system. 

[0002] Conventionally, an order reception to order a 
photographic processing regarding a process such as to 
a development process and a process to produce a print 
for an image recording medium such as a photographic 
film in which an image is recorded in each frame and a 
Photo-CD at a photo shop or a photofinisher has been 
conducted by such a method that a shop assistant of is 
the photo shop or the photofinisher ask the orderer the 
order contents of the photographic processing, the con- 
tact place (address, telephone number and so on, re- 
cently, the entry of telephone number is conducted too 
many times) and the name of the orderer, enters these 20 
. items in the order column of bound two carbon copy 
sheets of a photographic bag and an exchange ticket 
and asks the orderer to confirm these items. Thereafter, 
the shop assistant enters the expected finishing date of 
the ordered product and hands over the entered ex- 25 
change ticket to the orderer. 

[0003] Then, the orderer carrying the ticket comes to 
the photo shop or the photofinisher, the shop assistant 
of the photo shop or the photofinisher hands over the 
developed photographic film and the produced prints 30 
enclosed in the photographic bag with the receipt in ex- 
change of the ticket and money of the sold money 
amount. When the orderer lost the ticket or did not carry 
it, the orderer is requested to write the name, address 
: and the telephone number for the evidence for the re- 35 
ceipt of the photographic product. 
[0004] However, it has been learned that, among per- 
sons utilizing the photo shop, some persons have a fear 
that the contact place and the name are surreptitiously 
looked by the other persons. As a result of the investi- 40 
gat ion, in the case of the conventional method of receiv- 
ing an order, there are problems that the other person 
observes the entry from a closer place or the conversa- 
tion between the orderer and the shop assistant is over- 
heard by another orderer standing behind the present 45 
orderer and the name and the contact place are known 
by the another orderer. 

[0005] Further, it has been learned that there are an- 
other problems that the entry in the order column and 
the confirmation for the entry take much time and labor so 
due to the reason that the shop assistant employed by 
the photo shop and the photofinisher may not write the 
name of the orderer with correct characters. 
[0006] Still further, there are another problems that a 
sales account can not be reckoned due to the reason 55 
that a few orderer do not come to take the photographic 
print regardless of the order for the photographic 
processing. 
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[0007] Still further, there are another problems that 
the orderer has to go to a photo shop or a photofinisher 
with an exchange ticket in order to take a photographic 
product at the photo shop or the photofinisher. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] The present invention has been done in view 
of the above problems and attains at least one objective 
selected from a plurality of objectives described below 
[0009] The first objective of the present invention is to 
make the procedure to input or record information re- 
garding the orderer such as the name of the orderer 
more simple. 

[0010] The second objective of the present invention 
is to prevent the name and the contact place of the or- 
derer from being known by the other persons as far as 
possible so that the orderer may be released from a fear 
that the name and the contact place of the orderer are 
surreptitiously looked by the other persons. 
[0011] The third objective of the present invention is 
to avoid troubles that a produced print may not be trans- 
ferred or delivered regardless of receiving the photo- 
graphic processing order. ■ 

[0012] The fourth objective of the present invention is 
to avoid the occurrence of the problems that a sales ac- 
count can not be reckoned due to the reason that the 
orderer does not come to take the photographic print 
regardless of the order for the photographic processing. 
[001 3] The fifth objective of the present invention is to 
eliminate the necessity to carry an exchange ticket for 
the orderer in order to receive a photographic product 
at the photo shop or the photofinisher. 
[0014] The above objectives can be attained by the 
following structures. 

[001 5] A photographic processing system, comprisis- 

es: 

ID reading means for reading iD from an ID card; 
ID transmitting receiving means for transmitting the 
ID to an ID information administrating apparatus 
and for receiving owner information regarding the 
owner of the ID card from the ID information admin- 
istrating apparatus; 

order information inputting means for inputting or- 
der information regarding order contents for a pho- 
tographic process; and 

control means for correlating the owner information 
and the order information and for memorizing the 
owner information and the order information in the 
correlating form in a memory. ; 

[0016] Further, the above objetive can be attained by 
the following preferable structures. 

(1 ) A photographic processing system, comprising: 

a receipt receiving means for receiving digital 
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image data used as a document, order contents 
information regarding order contents of the 
photographic processing for the digital image 
data and a type and a card number of a credit 
card owned by an orderer; 5 
a sold money amount calculating means for cal- 
culating an amount of money sold by the pho- 
tographic processing for the order contents in- 
dicated by the order contents information; 
a transmitting receiving means for transmitting io 
the sold money amount and the card number 
to a credit card center corresponding to the type 
of the credit card so as to settle sales account; 
and 

a photographing processing executing means 15 
for executing the photographic processing of 
the order contents indicated by the order con- 
tents information received by the receiving 
? ... means for the digital image data received by 

the receiving means. .. 20 

- With the invention described jn Item (T), only 
* by transmitting the digital image data used as a doc- 
ument, the order contents information regarding. or- 
der contents of the photographic processing for the 2S 
digital image data and the type and the card. number 
of the credit card owned by the orderer, the photo- 
graphic processing can be ordered without going to 
a photo shop or a photofinisher. Further, it is not 
necessary to write a name with katakana character 30 
and there is no fear that the name and thecontact 
place are surreptitiously looked by a stalker. Fur- 
thermore, since sales account can be calculated 
upon receipt of an order, there is no problem that 
the sales account can not be reckoned due to the 35 
reason that the orderer does not come to take the 
photographic print regardless of the order for the 
photographic processing. 

(2) The photographic processing system described 

in Item (1); wherein the transmitting receiving *o 
means transmits the sold money amount and the 
card number to the credit card center corresponding 
to the type of the credit card so that the credit card 
center settles the sales account and transmits infor- 
mation regarding the name and the contact place 45 
of the owner of the credit card and the transmitting 
receiving means receives the information regarding 
the name and the contact place of the owner of the 
credit card from the credit card center, and the pho- 
tographic processing system further comprises or- so 
derer information recording means for recording the 
information regarding the name and the contact 
place on a photographic product obtained by the 
photographing processing executing means by us- 
ing the information regarding the name and the con- 55 
tact place of the owner of the credit card received 
by the transmitting receiving means. 

(3) The photographic processing system described 



in Item (2), wherein the orderer information record- 
ing means records information regarding the card 
type and the card number of the credit card on the 
photographic product. 

With the invention described in Items (2) and 

(3) : since the information regarding the name and 
the contact place of the owner of the credit card is 
recorded on the photographic product on the basis 
of the information from the credit card center it is 
not necessary to write a name with katakana char- 
acter and there is no fear that the name and the con- 
tact place are surreptitiously looked by a stalker. 
Further, since sales account can be calculated upon 
receipt of an order, there is no problem that the 
sales account can not be reckoned due to the rea- 
son that the orderer does not come to take the pho- 
tographic print regardless of the order for the pho- 
tographic processing. Furthermore, it is possible to 
urge the orderer or to deliver so that delivery to the 
orderer can be conducted smoothly. : 

(4) The photographic processing system described 
in Item (1), wherein the transmitting receiving 
means, transmits the sold money amount and the 
card numbet to the credit card center corresponding 
to the type of the credit card so that the credit card 
center settles the sales account and transmits infor- 
mation regarding the name and the contact place 
of the owner of the credit card and the transmitting 
receiving means receives the information regarding 
the name and the contact place of the owner of the 
credit card from the credit card center the photo- 
graphic processing system further comprises order- 
er information recording means for obtaining order- 
er information recording medium in which the infor- 
mation regarding the name and the contact place 
of the owner of the credit card received by the trans- 
mitting receiving means received is recorded. - 

(5) The photographic processing system described 
in Item (4), wherein the orderer information record- 
ing medium records information regarding the card 
type and the card number of the credit card. 

With the invention described in Items (4) and 
(5) ; since the orderer information recording medium 
recording the information regarding the name and 
the contact place of the owner of the credit card can 
be obtained on the basis of the information from the 
credit card center, it is not necessary to write a name 
with katakana character and there is no fear that the 
name and the contact place are surreptitiously 
looked by a stalker. Further, since sales account 
can be calculated upon receipt of an order, there is 
no problem that the sales account can not be reck- 
oned due to the reason that the orderer does not 
come to take the photographic print regardless of 
the order for the photographic processing. Further- 
more, it is possible to urge the orderer or to deliver 
so that delivery to the orderer can be conducted 
smoothly. 
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(6) A photographic processing system, comprising: 

a recording medium reading means for reading 
digital image and a type and a card number of 
a credit card owned by an orderer from an im- 5 
age recording medium in which the digital im- 
age data used as a document and the type and 
the card number of the credit card owned by the 
orderer are recorded; 

an inputting means for inputting order contents io 
information regarding order contents of the 
photographic processing for the digital image 

data; 

a sold money amount calculating means for cal- 
culating an amount of money sold by the pho- is 
tographic processing for the order contents in- 
dicated by the order contents information input- 
ted by the inputting means; 
a transmitting receiving means for transmitting 
the sold money amount and the card number 20 
owned by the orderer read by the recording me- 

. dium reading means to a credit card center cor- 
responding to the type of the credit card owned 
by the orderer read by the recording medium 
reading means so as to settle sales account; 25 

. and 

a photographing processing executing means 
for executing the photographic processing of 
the order contents indicated by the order con- 
tents information inputted by the inputting 30 
means for the digital image data read by the 
recording medium reading means. 

With the invention described in Item (6), only 
by making the recording medium reading means to 35 
read *he image recording medium and inputting the 
contents of photographic processing order, the pho- 
tographic processing can be ordered. Further, it is 
not necessary to write a name with katakana char- 
acter and there is no fear that the name and the con- 40 
tact place are surreptitiously looked by a stalker. 
Furthermore, since sales account can be calculated 
upon receipt of an order, there is no problem that 
the sales account can not be reckoned due to the 
reason that the orderer does not come to take the 45 
photographic print regardless of the order for the 
photographic processing. 

(7) The photographic processing system described 
in Item (6), wherein the transmitting receiving 
means transmits the sold money amount and the so 
card number to the credit card center corresponding 

to the type of the credit card so that the credit card 
center settles the sales account and transmits infor- 
mation regarding the name and the contact place 
of the owner of the credit card and the transmitting ss 
receiving means receives the information regarding 
the name and the contact place of the owner ol the 
credit card from the credit card center, and the pho- 



tographic processing system further comprises or- 
derer information recording means for recording the 
information regarding the name and the contact 
place of the owner of the credit card received by the 
transmitting receiving means on a photographic 
product obtained by the photographing processing 
executing means. 

(8) The photographic processing system described 
in Item (7), wherein the orderer information record- 
ing means records information regarding the card 
type and the card number of the credit card on the 
photographic product. 

With the invention described in Items (7) and 

(8) : since the information regarding the name and 
the contact place of the owner of the credit card is 
recorded on the photographic product on the basis 
of the information from the credit card center, it is 
not necessary to write a name with katakana char- 
acter and there is no fear that the name and the con- 
tact place are surreptitiously looked by a stalker. 
Further, since sales account can be calculated upon 
receipt of an order, there is no problem that the 
sales account can not be reckoned due to the rea- 
son that the orderer does not come io take the pho- 
tographic print regardless of the order for the pho- 
tographic processing. Furthermore, it is possible to 
urge the orderer or to deliver so that delivery to the 
orderer can be conducted smoothly. 

(9) The photographic processing system described 
in Item (6), wherein the transmitting receiving 
means transmits the sold money amount and the 
card number to the credit card center corresponding 
to the type of the credit card so that the credit card 
center settles the sales account and transmits infor- 
mation regarding the name and the contact place 
of the owner of the credit card and the transmitting 
receiving means receives the information regarding 
the name and the contact place of the owner of the 
credit card from the credit card center, the photo- 
graphic processing system further comprises order- 
er information recording means for obtaining order- 
er information recording medium in- which the infor- 
mation regarding the name and the contact place 
of the owner of the credit card received by the trans- 
mitting receiving means received is recorded. 

(10) The photographic processing system de- 
scribed in Item (9) : wherein the orderer information 
recording medium records information regarding 
the card type and the card number of the credit card. 

With the invention described in Items (9) and 
(10), since the orderer information recording medi- 
um recording the information regarding the name 
and the contact place of the owner of the credit card 
can be obtained on the basis of the information from 
the credit card center, it is not necessary to write a 
name with katakana character and there is no fear 
that the name and the contact place are surrepti- 
tiously looked by a stalker Further, since sales ac- 
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count can be calculated upon receipt of an order, 
there is no problem that the sales account can not 
be reckoned due to the reason that the orderer does 
not come to take the photographic print regardless 
of the order for the photographic processing. Fur- s 
thermore, it is possible to urge the orderer or to de- 
liver so that delivery to the orderer can be conduct- 
ed smoothly. . 

(11) An order receiving system, comprising: 

10 

a recording medium reading means for reading 
digital image and a type and a card number of 
a credit card owned by an orderer from an im- 
age recording medium in which the digital im- 
age data used as a document and the type and is 
the card number of the credit card owned by the 
orderer are recorded; 

an inputting means for inputting order contents 
information regarding order contents of the 
photographic processing for the digital image 20 
data; 

a sold money amount calculating means for cal- 
culating an amount of money sold by the pho- 
tographic processing for the order contents in- 
dicated by the order contents information input- 25 
ted by the inputting means; 
a transmitting receiving means for transmitting 
the sold money amount and the card number 
to the credit card center corresponding to the 
type of the credit card so that the credit card 30 
center settles the sales account and transmits 
information regarding the name and the contact 
place of the owner of the credit card=and for re- 
ceiving the name and the contact place of the 
owner of; the credit cardifrom the credit card 35 
center; and 

a received order recording means for obtaining 
received order recording medium in which the 
information regarding the name and the contact 
place of the owner of. the credit card received *o 
by the transmitting receiving means and the or- 
der contents information inputted by the input- 
ting means are recorded. 

(12) The order receiving system described in Item 45 

(11) , wherein the received orderer recording medi- 
um records the information regarding the card type 
and the card number of the credit card. 

With the jnvention described in Items (11) and 

(12) , only by inputting the order contents informa- so 
tion and making the recording medium reading 
means to read the image recording medium, the 
photographic processing can be ordered with less 
labor. Further, since the received order recording 
medium recording the information regarding the 55 
name and the contact place on the basis of the in- 
formation from the credit card center can be ob- 
tained, it is not necessary to write a name with ka- 
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takana character and there is no fear that the name 
and the contact place are surreptitiously looked by 
a stalker. Furthermore, since sales account can be 
calculated upon receipt of an order, there is no prob- 
lem that the sales account can not be reckoned due 
to the reason that the orderer does not come to take 
the photographic print regardless of the order for the 
photographic processing. 

(1 3) An image recording medium in which digital im- 
age data used as a document and a card type and 
a card number of a credit card of an orderer are re- 
corded. 

With the invention described in Item (13), only 
by inputting the contents of photographic process^ 
ing order; making the recording medium reading 
means to read an image recording medium; calcu- 
lating an amount of money sold by the photographic 
processing from the inputted photographic process- 
ing order contents; transmitting the sold money 
amount and- the card number of the credit card 
owned by the read orderer to the credit card center 
corresponding to the type of the credit card owned 
by the read orderer so as to settle the sales account; 
receiving information regarding the name and'the 
contact place of the owner of the credit card from 
the credit card center; an orderer of the photograph- 
ic processing can complete the photographing 
processing order with less labor. Further, since the 
name can be written on the basis of the information 
from the credit card center, it is not necessary to 
write a name with katakana character and there is 
no fear that the name and the contact place are sur- 
reptitiously looked by a stalker. Furthermore, since 
sales account can be calculated upon receipt of an 
order, there is no problem that the sales account 
can not be reckoned due to the reason that the or- 
derer does not come to take the photographic print 
regardless of the order for the photographic 
processing. 

(14) An order receiving system, comprising: 

a recording medium reading means for reading 
digital image data and a type and a card 
number of a credit card owned by an orderer 
from an image recording medium in which the 
■ digital image data used as a document and the 
type and the card number of the credit card 
owned by the orderer are recorded; 
an inputting means for inputting order contents 
information regarding order contents of the 
photographic processing for the digital image 
data; and 

a received order recording means for obtaining 
received order recording medium in which the 
information regarding the name and the contact 
place of the owner of the credit card read by the 
recording medium reading means and the or- 
der contents information inputted by the input- 
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ting means are recorded. 

With the invention described in Item (14), only 
by inputting the contents of photographic process- 
ing order and making the recording medium reading s 
means to read the image recording medium at the 
time of ordering photographing processing, the 
photographic processing order can be completed 
with less labor. Further, since the received order re- 
cording medium recording the information regard- 10 
ing the type of the credit card, the card number and 
the photographic processing order contents can be 
obtained, and since the sales account can be set- 
tled and the information regarding the name and the 
contact place can be obtained by transmitting the 75 
sold amount of money and the card number to a 
credit card center corresponding to the type of the 
credit card after receiving photographic products 
produced in accordance with the photographic 
processing order contents, it is not necessary to 20 
write a name with katakana character and there is 
no fear that the name and the contact place are sur- 
reptitiously looked by a stalker. Furthermore, there 
is no problem that the sales account can not be 
reckoned due to the reason that the orderer does 25 
not come to take the photographic print regardless 
of the order for the photographic processing. 
(15) An order receiving system, comprising: 

a recording medium confirming means for con- 30 
firming whether a type and a card number of a 
credit card owned by an orderer are recorded 
in an image recording med'um for recording 
digital image data used as a document and a 
type and a card number of a credit card owned 35 
by an orderer; 

an inputting means for inputting order contents 
information regarding order contents of the 
photographic processing for the digital image 
data; and 40 
a received order recording means for obtaining 
received order recording medium which 
records the order contents information inputted 
by the inputting means and is correlated with 
the image recording medium when the record- 4$ 
ing medium confirming means confirms that the 
type and the card number of the credit card 
owned by the orderer are recorded in the image 
recording medium. 

so 

With the invention described in Item (15), only 
by inputting order contents information regarding 
the contents of photographic processing order and 
making the recording medium reading means to 
read the image recording medium at the time of or- ss 
dering photographing processing, the photographic 
processing order can be completed with less labor. 
Further, since the image recording medium which 



is confirmed that it records the type of the credit card 
and the card number can be obtained with the re- 
ceived order recording medium which records the 
order contents and is correlated with the image re- 
cording medium, and since the sales account can 
be settled and the information regarding the name 
and the contact place can be obtained by transmit- 
ting the sold amount of money and the card number 
to a credit card center corresponding to the type of 
the credit card after receiving photographic prod- 
ucts produced in accordance with the photographic 
processing order contents, it is not necessary to 
write a name with katakana character and there is 
no fear that the name and the contact place are sur- 
reptitiously looked by a stalker Furthermore, there 
is no problem that the sales account can not be 
reckoned due to the reason that the orderer does 
not come to take the photographic print regardless 
of the order for the photographic processing. 
(16) An order receiving system, comprising: 

a recording medium reading means for reading 
digital image data and a card ID information of 
a card owned by an orderer from an image re- 
cording medium in which the digital image data 
used as a document and the card ID informa- 
tion of the card owned by the orderer are re- 
• corded; 

an inputting means for inputting order contents 
information regarding order contents of the 

. photographic processing for the digital image 

> data; 

a transmitting receiving means for transmitting 
the card ID information of the card owned by 
the orderer read by the recording medium read- 
ing means to acard center so that the card cent- 
er transmits the name and the contact place of 
the owner of the card corresponding to the card 
ID information and for receiving the name and 
the contact place of the owner of the card from 
the card center; 

a photographing processing executing means 
for executing the photographic processing of 
the order contents indicated by the order con- 
tents information received by the receiving 
means for the digital image data received by 
the receiving means; and 
an orderer information recording means for re- 
cording the name and the contact place of the 
owner of the card received by the transmitting 
receiving means on a photographic product ob- 
tained by the photographing processing exe- 
cuting means. 

With the invention described in Item (16), only 
by making the recording medium reading means to 
read the image recording medium and inputting the 
order contents information, the photographic 
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processing can be ordered. Further, it is not neces- 
sary to write a name with katakana character and 
there is no fear that the name and the contact place 
are surreptitiously looked by a stalker. Furthermore, 
since the name and the contact place of the orderer $ 
are recorded on the photographic product, it is pos- 
sible to urge the orderer or to deliver so that delivery 
to the orderer can be conducted smoothly. 

(17) An order receiving system, comprising: 

10 

a recording medium reading means for reading 
digital image data and a card ID information of 
a card owned by an orderer from an image re- 
cording medium in which the digital image data 
used as a document and the card ID informa- is 
tion of the card owned by the orderer are re- 
corded; 

an inputting means for inputting order contents 
information regarding order contents of the 
photographic processing for the digital image 20 
data; 

a transmitting receiving means for transmitting 
the card ID information :of ; the 'card owned by 
the orderer read by the recording medium read- 
ing means to a card center so that the card cent- 25 
er transmits the name and the contact place of 
the owner of the card corresponding to the card 
ID information and for receiving the name and 
the contact place of the owner of: the card from 
the card center; 30 
a photographing processing executing means 
for executing the photographic processing of 
the order contents indicated by the order con- 
tents information received by the receiving 
means for the digital image data received by 35 
the receiving means; and 
an orderer information recording means for ob- 
taining an orderer information recording medi- 
um in which the name and the contact place of 
the owner of the card received by the transmit- 40 
ting receiving means are recorded. 

With the invention described in Item (17), only 
by making the recording medium reading means to 
read the image recording medium and inputting the 45 
order contents information, the photographic 
processing can be ordered. Further, it is not neces- 
sary to write a name with katakana character and 
there is no fear that the name and the contact place 
are surreptitiously looked by a stalker. Furthermore, so 
since an orderer information recording medium in 
wh ich the name and the contact piace of the orderer 
are recorded can be obtained, it is possible to urge 
the orderer or to deliver so that delivery to the or- 
derer can be conducted smoothly. ss 

(18) The photographic processing system de- 
scribed in Items (16) and (17), further comprising: 
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a sold money amount calculating means for cal- 
culating a sold amount of money obtained by 
the photographic processing of the order con- 
tents indicated in the order contents informa- 
tion inputted by the inputting means; and 
a cash register for settling the sales account on 
the basis of the sold amount of money calculat- 
ed by the sold money amount calculating 
means. 

With the invention described in Item (18), since 
the sales account can be settled simultaneously 
with the order receipt, there is no problem that the 
sales account can not be reckoned due to the rea- 
son that the orderer does not come to take the pho- 
tographic print regardless of the order for the pho- 
tographic processing, 

(19) The photographic processing system de- 
scribed in either one of Items (16) to (18), wherein 
plural card types can be dealt, the image recording 
medium records Jhe card type owned by the order- 
er, the recording medium reading means can read 
the card type and the card ID information, the trans- 
mitting receiving means transmits information to the 
card center 'corresponding to the' type of the card 
owned by the orderer road by the recording medium 
reading means and the transmitting : receiving 
means receives information- from the credit card 
center. 

With the invention described in Item (1 9), plural 
card types can be dealt and the photographing 
processing described in either one of Items (16) to 
(18) can conducted by any one of the plural cards. 

(20) An order receiving system, comprising: 

a recording medium reading means for reading 
-a card ID information of a card owned by an 
orderer from an image recording medium in 
which the digital image data used as a docu- 
ment and the card ID information of the card 
owned by the orderer are recorded; 
an inputting means for inputting order contents 
information regarding order contents of the 
photographic processing for the digital image 
data; 

a transmitting receiving means for transmitting 
the card ID information of the card owned by 
the orderer read by the recording medium read- 
ing means to a card center so that the card cent- 
er transmits the name and the contact place of 
the owner of the card and for receiving the 
name and the contact place of the owner of the 
card from the card center; and 
a received order recording means for obtaining 
received order recording medium which 
records the name and the contact place of the 
owner of the card received by the transmitting 
receiving means and the. order contents infor- 
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mation inputted by the inputting means 

(21) The order receiving system described in Item 
20, wherein the received order recording medium 
records the card ID information of the card. s 
With the invention described in Items (20) and 

(21) , only by inputting the order contents informa- 
tion and making the recording medium reading 
means to read the image recording medium, the 
photographic processing can be ordered with less 10 
labor. Further, since the received orderer recording 
medium recording the information regarding the 
name and the contact place of the owner of the 
credit card can be obtained on the basis of the in- 
formation from the card center, it is not necessary is 
to write a name with katakana character and there 

is no fear that the name and the contact place are 
surreptitiously looked by a stalker. 

(22) The order receiving system described in Items 
(20) and (21 ) ; further comprising: 20 

a sold money amount calculating meansfor cal- 
culating a sold amount of money obtained by 
the photographic processing of the order con- 
tents indicated in the order contents informa- 25 
tion inputted by the inputting means; and 
a cash register for settling the sales account on 
the basis of the sold amount of money calculat- 
ed by the sold money amount calculating 
means. 30 

With the invention described in Item (22), since 
the sales account can be settled simultaneously 
with the order receipt, there is no problem that the 
sales account can not be reckoned due to the rea- 35 
son that the orderer does not come to take the pho- 
tographic print regardless of the order for the pho- 
tographic processing. 

(23) The order receiving system described in either 
one of Items (20) to (22), wherein plural card types 40 
can be dealt, the image recording medium records 

the card type owned by the orderer and the card ID 
information, the recording medium reading means 
can read the card type and the card ID information 
for each of the plural card types, the transmitting 45 
receiving means transmits information to the card 
center corresponding to the type of the card owned 
by the orderer read by the recording medium read- 
ing means and the transmitting receiving means re- 
ceives information from the credit card center. so 

With the invention described in Item (23), the 
order receiving described in either one of Items (20) 
to (22) can conducted by any one of the plural cards. 

(24) An image recording medium in which digital im- 
age data used as a document and a card ID infor- 55 
mation of a card owned by an orderer are recorded. 

With the invention described in Item (24), only 
by inputting the order contents information and 
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making the recording medium reading means to 
read an image recording medium; since an amount 
of money sold by the photographic processing for 
the order contents indicated by the order contents 
information can be calculated from the inputted or- 
der contents information and the sold money 
amount and the card ID information of the card 
owned by the read orderer can be transmitted to a 
card center so as to make the card center can to 
transmit the name and the contact place of the own- 
er of the card so that the name and the contact place 
of the owner of the card can be received from the 
card center; an orderer of the photographic 
processing can be completed with less labor. Fur- 
ther, since the name can be written on the basis of 
the information from the card center, it is not nec- 
essary to write a name with katakana character and 
there is no fear that the name and the contact place 
are surreptitiously looked by a stalker. 

(25) An image recording medium in which digital im- 
age data used as a document and a card type and 
a card ID information of a card owned by an orderer 
are recorded. 

With the invention described in Item (24), only 
by inputting the order contents information and 
making the recording medium reading means to 
read an image recording medium for each of plural 
card types; since an amount of money sold by the 
photographic processing for the order contents in- 
dicated by the order contents information can be 
calculated from the inputted order contents informa- 
tion and the sold money amount and the card ID 
information of the card owned by the read orderer 
can be transmitted to a card center corresponding 
to the card type so as to make the card center can 
to transmit the name and the contact place of the 
owner of the card so that the name and the contact 
place of the owner of the card can be received from 
the card center; an orderer of the photographic 
processing can complete the photographing 
processing order with less labor. Further, since the 
name can be written on the basis of the information 
from the card center, it is not necessary to write a 
name with katakana character and there is no fear 
that the name and the contact place are surrepti- 
tiously looked by a stalker. ' 

(26) An order receiving system, comprising: 

a recording medium reading means for reading 
a card ID information of a card owned by an 
orderer from an image recording medium in 
which the digital image data used as a docu- 
ment and the card ID information of the card 
owned by the orderer are recorded; 
an inputting means for inputting order contents 
information regarding order contents of the 
photographic processing lor the digital image 
data; and 
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a received order recording means for obtaining 
received order recording medium which 
records the ID information read by the record- 
ing medium reading means and the order con- 
tents information inputted by the inputting s 
means. 

With, the invention described in Item (24), only 
by inputting the order contents information and 
making the recording medium reading means to io 
read an image recording medium; since an amount 
of money sold by the photographic processing for 
the order contents indicated by the order contents 
information can be calculated from the inputted or- 
der contents information and the sold . money is 
amount and the card ID information of the card 
owned by the read orderer can be transmitted to a 
card center so as to make the card center can to 
transmit the name and the contact place of the own- 
er of the card so that the name and the contact place 20 
of -the owner of the card can be, received from the 
card center; an orderer of the photographic 
processing can complete the ... photographing 
processing order with less labor. Further since the 
name can be written on the basis of the information 25 
from the card center, it js not necessary to write a 
name with katakana character and there is no fear 
that the name and the contact place are surrepti- 
tiously looked by a stalker. 

With the invention described in Item (26), only 30 
by inputting the order contents information and 
making the recording medium reading means to 
read an image recording medium; an orderer of the 
photographic processing can.be completed with 
less labor. Further, since the image recording me- 35 
dium recording the card -J D- information of the card 
and the order contents information can be obtained 
and the name and the.contact place of the owner of 
the card can be obtained by transmitting the card 
number to the card center, it is not necessary to 40 
write a name with katakana character and there is 
no fear that the name and the contact place are sur- 
reptitiously looked by a stalker. 
(27) The order receiving system described in Item 
. (26), wherein plural card types can be dealt, the im- 45 
age recording medium records the card type owned 
by the orderer and the card ID information, and the 
recording medium reading means can read the card 
type and the card ID information for each of the plu- 
ral card types, the received order recording medium so 
can records the card type of the card owned by the 
orderer read - by the recording medium reading 
means. 

With the invention described in Item (27), only 
. by inputting the order contents information and ss 
making the recording medium reading means to 
read an image recording medium for each of the 
plural card types; an orderer of the photographic 



processing can be completed with less labor. Fur- 
ther, since the image recording medium recording 
the card ID information of the card and the order 
contents information can be obtained and the name 
and the contact place of the owner of the card can 
be obtained by transmitting the card number to the 
card center, it is not necessary to write a name with 
katakana character and there is no fear that the 
name, and the contact place are surreptitiously 
looked by a stalker. 

(28) An order receiving system, comprising: 

a recording medium confirming means for con- 
firming whether a card ID information of a card 
owned by an orderer are recorded in an image 
recording medium for recording digital image 
data used as a document and a card ID infor- 
mation of a card owned. by an orderer; 
an inputting means for inputting order contents 
information regarding order contents of the 
photographic processing for the digital image 
data; and ■ . . 
; * a received order recording means for obtaining 
received order record rng medium which 
records the order contents information inputted 
by the inputting means and is correlated with 
the image recording medium when the record- 
ing medium confirming means confirms that the 
card ID information of the card owned by the 
orderer are recorded in the image recording 
medium. 

(29) ; An order receiving system, comprising: 

a recording medium confirming means for con- 
firming whether a card type and a card ID infor- 
mation of a card owned by an orderer are re- 
corded in an image recording medium for re- 
cording digital image data used as a document 
and a card type and a card ID information of a 
card owned by an orderer; 
an inputting means for inputting order contents 
information regarding order contents of the 
photographic processing for the digital image 
data; and 

: a received order recording means for obtaining 
received order recording medium which 
records the order contents information inputted 
by the inputting means and is correlated with 
the image recording medium when the record- 
ing medium confirming means confirms that the 

. card type and the card ID. information of the 
card owned byithe orderer are recorded in the 
image recording medium. 

With the invention described, in Item (28) and 
(29), only by inputting order contents information 
and making the recording medium reading means 
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to read the image recording medium, the photo- 
graphic processing order can be completed with 
less labor. Further, since the image recording me- 
dium which is confirmed that it records the card ID 
information of the card can be obtained with the re- $ 
ceived order recording medium which records the 
order contents information and is correlated with the 
image recording medium, and since the name and 
the contact place of the orderer can be obtained by 
transmitting the card I D information to a card center, 10 
it is not necessary to write a name with katakana 
character and there is no tear that the name and the 
contact place are surreptitiously looked by a stalker. 

(30) A photographic processing system, compris- 
ing: 15 

a recording medium reading means for reading 
digital image and a name and an contact place 
of an orderer from an image recording medium 
in which the digital image data used as a doc- 20 
urnent and the name and the contact place of 
the orderer are recorded; ; 
an inputting means for inputting order contents 
information regarding order contents of the 
■ photographic processing for the digital image 25 
data; 

a photographing processing executing means 
for executing the photographic processing of 
the order contents indicated by the order con- 
tents information inputted by the inputting 30 
means for the digital image data read by the 
recording medium reading means; and 
an orderer information recording means for re- 
cording the name and the contact place of the 
orderer read by the recording medium reading 35 
means on a photographic product obtained by 
the photographing processing executing 
. means. 

With the invention described in Item (30), since 40 
the name and the contact place read by the record- 
ing medium reading means is recorded on the pho- 
tographic product, it is not necessary to write a 
name with katakana character and there is no fear 
that the name and the contact place are surrepti- 45 
tiously looked by a stalker. Further, it is possible to 
urge the orderer or to deliver so that delivery to the 
orderer can be conducted smoothly 

(31 ) A photographic processing system, compris- 
ing: . 50 

a recording medium reading means for reading 

digital image and a name and an contact place 

of an orderer from an image recording medium 

in which the digital image data used as a doc- 55 

ument and the name and the contact place of 

the orderer are recorded; 

an inputting means for inputting order contents 
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information regarding order contents of the 
photographic processing for the digital image 
data; 

a photographing processing executing means 
for executing the photographic processing of 
the order contents indicated by the order con- 
tents information inputted by the inputting 
means for the digital image data read by the 
recording medium reading means; and 
an orderer information recording means for ob- 
taining orderer information recording medium 
in which the name and the contact place of the 
orderer read by the recording medium reading 
means are recorded. 

With the invention described in Item (31 ), since 
the orderer information recording medium record- 
ing the name and the contact place read by the re- 
cording medium reading means can be obtained, it 
is not necessary to write a name with katakana 
character and there is no fear that the name and the 
contact place are surreptitiously looked by a stalker. 
Further, it is possible to urge the orderer or to deliver 
so that delivery to the orderer can be conducted 
smoothly. 

(32) An order receiving system, comprising: 

a recording medium reading means for reading 
digital image and a name and an contact place 
of an orderer from an image recording medium 
in which the digital image data used as a doc- 
ument and the name and the contact piace of 
the orderer are recorded; 
an inputting means for inputting order contents 
information regarding order contents of the 
photographic processing for the digital image 
data; and 

a received order recording means for obtaining 
received orderer recording medium in which 
the name and the contact place of the orderer 
read by the recording medium reading means 
and the order contents information inputted by 
the inputting means are recorded. 

With the invention described in Item (32), only 
by inputting the order contents information and 
making the recording medium reading means to 
read an image recording medium; an orderer of the 
photographic processing can be completed with 
less labor. Further, since the received order record- 
ing medium recording the name and the contact 
place read by the recording medium reading means 
and the order contents information can be obtained, 
it is not necessary to write a name with katakana 
character and there is no fear that the name and the 
contact place are surreptitiously looked by a stalker. 

(33) An order receiving system, comprising: 



10 

BNSDOCID: <EP 0936502A1_I_> 



• 



19 EP0 936 

a recording medium confirming means for con- 
firming whether a name and an contact place 
of an orderer are recorded in an image record- 
ing medium for recording digital image data 
used as a document and a name and an contact 5 
place of an orderer; 

an inputting means for inputting order contents 
information regarding order contents of the 
photographic processing for the digital image 
data; and 10 
a received order recording means for obtaining 
received order recording medium which 
records the order contents information inputted 
by the inputting means and is correlated with 
the image recording medium when the record- is 
ing medium confirming means confirms that the 
name and the contact place of the orderer are 
recorded in the image recording medium. 

With the invention, described in Item (33), only 20 
by: inputting ardergontents information and making 
the recording medium reading means, to read the 
image (recording, medium;, the. photographic 
. processingrordercan be completed with less labor. 
Further, since the image recording medium which 25 
is confirmed that it records the name and the con- 
tact place of the orderer can be obtained with the 
received order recording medium which records the 
order contents information and is correlated with the 
image recording medium, and since the name and 30 
the contact place of the orderer can be obtained by 
reading the image recording medium, it is not nec- 
essary to write a name with katakana character and 
there is no fear that the name and the contact place 
are surreptitiously looked by a stalker. 35 

(34) An image recording medium in which digital im- 
age data used as a document and a name and an 
contact place of an orderer are recorded. 

With the invention described in Item (34), only 
by inputting the order contents information regard- 40 
ing the order contents for photographic processing, 
taking out the image recording medium and making 
the image recording medium to be read; an orderer 
of the photographic processing can be completed 
with less labor. Further, since the name and the con- 45 
tact place can be read.f rom the image recording me- 
dium, it is not necessary to write a name with ka- 
takana characterand there is no fear that the name 
and the contact, place are surreptitiously looked by 
a stalker. 50 

(35) A photographic processing system, compris- 
ing: 

a modem with which a telephone line is con- 
nected; * 55 
a client computer for receiving digital image da- 
ta through the modem, for obtaining output dig- 
ital image data to output a hard copy, and for 
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memorizing the output digital image data; and 
a printer including a host computer connected 
with the client computer and for outputting a 
hard copy of the digital image data on the basis 
of the output digital image data; 
wherein the client computer is provided with a 
specific output folder as a common place for an 
interface between the client computer and the 
host computer and the output digital image data 
are stored in the specific output folder. 

With the invention described in Item (35), since 
the client computer is provided with a specific output 
folder as a common place for an interface between 
the client computer and the host computer and the 
output digital image data are stored in the specific 
output folder, if a large amount of the output digital 
image data are transmitted to the host computer, 
the large amount of the output digital image data 
are stored in the client computer. Accordingly, since 
it is not necessary to transmit the large amount of 
the output digital image data to the host computer, 
the host computer can be prevented from falling in 
difficulty to output. smoothly the image idata- due to 
. the shortage of the memory capacity. Further, since 
there is no need to make it possible for the client 
computer to access the host computer, by making 
it impossible for the client computer to access the 
host computer, invasion through, the modem from 
the client computer to the host computer included 
in the printer can be avoided. Still further, even if the 
program of the host computer is not kept so as to 
be adaptable with the program newly installed in the 
client computer, the program of the. host computer 
functions in good order. . - . ; 

(36) The photographic processing system de- 
scribed in Item (35), wherein the host computer pro- 
duces output digital image data to .output a hard 
copy independently from the client computer. 

With the invention described in Item (36), if a 
large amount of the output digital image data to be 
outputted are transmitted to the client computer, 
since the large amount of the output digital image 
data to be outputted are transmitted to the host 
. computer, the client computer .can be prevented 
from falling in difficulty.to output smoothly the image 
data due to the shortage of the memory capacity. 

(37) The photographic processing system de- 
scribed in Item (35) or (36), wherein when the host 
computer can not be accessed from the client com- 
puter, the digital image data stored in the output 

, folder in the client computer are transmitted to the 
host computer by the order of the. host computer. 

With the invention described in Item (37), when 
the digital image data stored in the specific folder in 
the client computer are transmitted to the host com- 
puter by the order of the host computer and the host 
computer can not be accessed from.the. client com- 
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puter, the invasion through the modem from the cli- 
ent computer to the host computer included in the 
printer can be avoided. 

(38) The photographic processing system de- 
scribed in either one of Items (35) to (37), wherein 5 
the host computer produces input digital image data 

to be inputted to the client computer and the client 
computer is provided with a specific input folder as 
a common place for an interface between the client 
computer and the host computer and the input dig- to 
ital image data are stored in the specific output fold- 
er. 

With the invention described in Item (38), since 
the client computer is provided with a specific input 
folder as a common place for an interface between is 
the client computer and the host computer and the 
input digital image data are stored in the specific 
input folder, if a large amount of the input digital im- 
age data are produced by the host computer, since 
it is not necessary to store the large amount of the 20 
input digital image data in the host computer, the 
host computer can be prevented from falling in dif- 
ficulty to output smoothly the image data due to the 
shortage of the memory capacity. Further, since 
there is no need' to make it possible for the client 25 
computer to access the host computer, by making 
it impossible to access from the client computer to 
the host computer, invasion from the client compu- 
ter to the host computer included in the printer can 
be avoided. 30 

(39) A photographic processing system, compris- 
ing: 

a modem with which a telephone line is con- 
nected; 35 
a client computer for receiving digita! image da- 
ta through the modem, for obtaining output dig- 
ital image data to output a hard copy, and for 
memorizing the output digital image data; and 
a printer including a host computer connected 40 
with the client computer and for outputting a 
hard copy of the digital image data on the basis 
of the output digital image data; 
wherein when the host computer can not be ac- 
cessed from the client computer, the output dig- 45 
ital image data are transmitted from the client 
computer to the host computer by the order of 
, the host computer.. 

With the invention described in Item (39), when so 
the digital image data are transmitted from the client 
computer to the host computer and the host com- 
puter can not be accessed from the client computer, 
the invasion from the client computer to the host 
computer included in the printer can be avoided. 55 

(40) The photographic, processing system de- 
scribed in Item (39), wherein the host computer pro- 
duces input digital image data to be inputted to the 
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client computer and the input digital image data are 
transmitted from the host computer to the client 
computer by the order of the host computer. 

With the invention described in Item (40), when 
the input digital image data are transmitted from the 
host computer to the client computer and the host 
computer can not be accessed from the client com- 
puter, the invasion from the client computer to the 
host computer included in the printer can be avoid- 
ed. 

(41) An order receiving system, comprising: 

an inputting means for inputting order contents 
information regarding order contents of the 
photographic processing for the image data 
from an image recording medium in which a 
photographic image used as a document is 
stored; 

a sold money amount calcu lating means for cal- 
culating an amount of money sold by the pho- 
tographic processing for the order contents in- 
dicated by the order contents information input- 
ted by the inputting means; ' '■ * ' 
a credit card reading means for reading a card 
type and a card number of the credit from the 
credit card owned by the orderer of the photo- 
graphic processing; 

a transmitting receiving means for transmitting 
the sold money amount and the card number 
to a credit card center corresponding to the type 
of the credit card so that the credit card center 
settles the sales account and transmits infor- 
mation regarding the name and the contact 
place of the owner of the credit card and the 
transmitting receiving means receives the infor- 
mation regarding the name and the contact 
place of the owner of the credit card from the 
credit card center; and > 
a received order recording means for obtaining 
received order recording medium in which the 
information regarding the name and the contact 
place of the owner of the credit card received 
by the transmitting receiving means and the or- 
der contents information inputted by the input- 
ting means are recorded. 

(42) The order receiving system described in Item 

(41) , wherein the received orderer recording medi- 
um records the information regarding the card type 
and the card number of the credit card. 

With the invention described in Items (41) and 

(42) , Only by inputting the order contents informa- 
tion and making the credit card reading means to 
read the credit card owned by the orderer, the pho- 
tographic processing can be ordered with less la- 
bor. Further, since the received order recording me- 
dium recording the information regarding the name 
and the contact place of the orderer on the basis of 
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the information from the credit card center and the 
order contents information inputted by the inputting 
means can be obtained, it is not necessary to write 
a name with katakana character and there is no fear 
that the name and the contact place are surrepti- s 
tiously looked by a stalker. Furthermore, since sales 
account can be calculated upon receipt of an order, 
there is no problem that the sales account can not 
be reckoned due to the reason that the orderer does 
not come to take the photographic print regardless 10 
of the order for the photographic processing. 
(43) An order receiving system, comprising: 

an inputting means for inputting order contents 
information regarding order contents of the 15 
photographic processing for the image data 
from an. image recording medium in which a 
photographic image used as a document is 
; stored;. • 

a sold money amount calculating means for cal- 20 
culating an. amount of, money sold by the pho- 
tographic processing for the order contents in- 
dicated by the order contents information input- 
ted by the inputting means; 

a credit card reading means for reading a card 25 
type and, a card number of the credit from the 
credit card owned by. the orderer of the photo- 
- graphic processing; 
a transmitting receiving means for transmitting 
: the-sold money amount and the card number 30 
to a credit card center corresponding to the type 
■ . of the credit card so that the credit card center 
settles the sales account; and 
a received order recording means for obtaining 
received order recording medium in which the 35 
information regarding the card type and the 
card number. of the credit card and the order 
contents information inputted by the inputting 
means are recorded. 

; .,. . - . 40 

With the invention described in Item (43), only 
by inputting the order contents information and 
making the credit card reading means to read the 
credit card owned by the orderer, the photographic 
processing can be ordered with less labor. Further, 45 
since the card number is transmitted to the credit 
card center corresponding to the card number of the 
credit card owned by the orderer so that he credit 
card center settles the sales account, there is no 
problem that the sales account can not be reckoned so 
due to the reason that the orderer does not come 
to take the photographic print regardless of the or- 
der for the photographic processing. Further, since 
the card number is transmitted to the credit card 
center corresponding to the card type of the credit 55 
card recorded in the received order recording me- 
dium so as to obtain the name and the contact place 
of the orderer from the credit card center, it is not 



necessary to write a name with katakana character 
and there is no fear that the name and the contact 
place are surreptitiously looked by a stalker. 

(44) An order receiving system, comprising: 

an inputting means for inputting order contents 
information regarding order contents of the 
photographic processing for the image data 
from an image recording medium in which a 
photographic image used as a document is 
stored; 

a credit card reading means for reading a card 
type and a card number of the credit from the 
credit card owned by the orderer of the photo- 
graphic processing; and 

a received order recording means for obtaining 
.a received order recording medium in which the 
information regarding the card type and the 
card number of the credit card read by the credit 
card reading means and the order contents in- 
formation inputted by the inputting means are 
recorded. 

With the invention. described in Item (44), only 
by inputting the order contents information and 
making the credit card reading means to read the 
credit card owned by the orderer, the photographic 
processing can be ordered with less labor. Further, 
since the card number is transmitted to the credit 
card center corresponding to the card number of the 
credit card owned by the orderer recorded in the re- 
ceived order recording medium so that he credit 
card center settles the sales account and since the 
name and the contact place of the orderer can be 
obtained from the credit card center, it is not neces- 
sary to write a name with katakana character and 
there is no fear that the name and the contact place 
are surreptitiously looked by a stalker. Further, 
since the sales account can be settled, there is no 
. problem that the sales account can not be reckoned 
due to the reason that the orderer does not come 
to take the photographic print regardless of the or- 
der for the photographic processing. 

(45) A photographic product delivering system, 
comprising: 



a memory means for memorizing information 
regarding an undelivered photographic product 
which has been finished and has not yet deliv- 
ered in correlation with the name and the con- 
tact place of an orderer; 

a credit card reading means for reading a card 
type and a card number of the credit from the 
credit card owned by the orderer of the photo- 
graphic processing; 

a transmitting receiving means for transmitting 
information of the card number to a credit card 
center corresponding to the type of the credit 
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card and for receiving the information regarding 
the name and the contact place of the owner of 
the credit card from the credit card center; and 
an undelivered photographic product indicating 
means for reading information regarding an un- s 
delivered photographic product corresponding 
to the name and the contact place of the owner 
of the credit card received by the transmitting 
receiving means from the memory means and 
for indicating the information regarding the un- 10 
delivered photographic product. 

(46) The photographic product delivering system 
described in item (45), further comprising: 

an inputting means for inputting information is 
regarding a newly finished photographic product in 
correlation with the name and the contact place of 
the orderer and for making the memory means to 
memorize it. as an undelivered photographic prod- 
uct. 20 
. (47) The, photographic product delivering system 
, described in Item (45) or (46), further comprising: 

a delivery inputting means for inputting the 
matter that the photographic product indicated by 
the undelivered photographic product indicating 2S 
means has been delivered, wherein the information 
regarding the undelivered photographic product 
memorized by the memory means is changed by 
the input by the inputting means 

With the invention described in Items (45) to 30 

(47) , since the photographic product is indicated in 
correlation with the name and the contact place of 
the owner of the credit card, a photographic product 
owned by the other person having the same name 

or a photographic product owned by a person hav- 35 
, ing the same.contact place, for example, by persons 
. living in a bachelor dormitory having the same tel- 
ephone number is not indicated and only the pho- 
tographic product ordered by the present person is 
indicated, only the photographic ordered by the 40 
present person is delivered, to the present person. 
Further, the orderer can obtain the photographic 
product from a photo shop or a photophinisher only 
by indicating the credit card carried the orderer at 
the usual going-out time without carrying an ex- 45 
change ticket. 

(48) A photographic product delivering system, 
comprising: 

- > a memory means for memorizing information so 
regarding an undelivered photographic product 
which has been finished and has not yet deliv- 
ered in correlation with the card number of the 
credit card owned by an orderer; 
a credit card reading means for reading a card ss 
type and a card. number of the credit from the 
credit card owned by the orderer of the photo- 
. graphic processing;. and 
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an undelivered photographic product indicating 
means for reading information regarding an un- 
delivered photographic product corresponding 
to the card number read by the credit card read- 
ing means from the memory means and for in- 
dicating the information regarding the undeliv- 
ered photographic product. 

(49) The photographic product delivering system 
described in Item (48), further comprising: 

an inputting means for inputting information 
regarding a newly finished photographic product in 
correlation with the card number of the credit card 
owned by the orderer and for making the memory 
means to memorize it as an undelivered photo- 
graphic product. 

(50) The photographic product delivering system 
described in Item (48) or (49), further comprising: 

a delivery inputting means for inputting the 
matter that the photographic product indicated by 
the undelivered photographic product indicating 
means has been delivered, wherein the information 
regarding the undelivered photographic product 
memo.ized by the memory means is changed by 
the input by the inputting means. 
' With the invention described in Items (48) to 

(50) , since the photographic product is indicated in 
correlation with the card number of the credit card 
owned by a person coming to take the photographic 
product, photographic products owned by the other 
persons are not indicated and only the photographic 
product ordered by the present person is indicated, 
only the photographic ordered by the present per- 
son is delivered to the present person. Further, the 
orderer can obtain the photographic product from a 
photo shop or a photophinisher only by indicating 
the credit card carried the orderer at the usual go- 
ing-out time without carrying an exchange ticket. 

(51) An order receiving system, comprising: 

a card reading means for reading a card ID in- 
formation from a card owned by an orderer of 
a photographic processing for an image record- 
ing medium in which a photographic image 
used as a document is recorded; 
a transmitting receiving means for transmitting 
the card ID information to a card center so that 
the card center transmits the name and the con- 
tact place of the owner of the card and for re- 
ceiving the name and the contact place of the 
owner of the card; and 

an orderer information recording means for ob- 
taining an orderer information recording medi- 
um in which the name and the contact place of 
the owner of the card received by the transmit- 
ting receiving means are recorded. 

(52) The order receiving system described in Item 
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(51 ), wherein the orderer information recording me- 
dium records the card ID information of the card. 

From a point of view that the name and the con- 
tact place are refrained from being surreptitiously 
looked by. a stalker at the time of ordering a photo- 5 
graphic processing, the invention described in 
Items (51 ) and (52) is conceived by finding that the 
card is not limited to a credit card and any card may 
be applied with the invention if the card has a card 
center which memorizes the name and the contact 10 
place of the owner of the card in correlation with the 
card ID-information. With the invention described in 
Items (51 ) and (52), only by making the card reading 
means to read the card owned by the orderer, since 
an orderer information recording medium in which 15 
the name and the contact place of the orderer are 
recorded can be obtained by the information from 
the card center, it is not necessary to write a name 
- with katakana : characte rand there is no fear that the 
. name and the contact place are surreptitiously 20 
looked by a stalker. . 

(53) An order receiving system, comprising: 

a card reading means for reading a card type 
and a card ID information from a card owned 25 
by an orderer of a photographic processing for 
an image recording medium in which a photo- 
graphic image used as a document is recorded; 
a transmitting receiving means for transmitting 
the card ID information to a card center corre- 30 
sponding to the card type read by the card read- 
ing means so that the card center transmits the 
name and the contact place of the owner of the 
card and for receiving the name and the contact 
place of the owner of the card; and 35 
an orderer information recording means for ob- 
taining an orderer information recording medi- 
um in which the name and the contact place of 
the owner of the card received by the transmit- 
ting receiving means are recorded. 40 

(54) The order receiving system described in Item 

(53) , wherein the orderer information recording me- 
dium records the card type and the card ID informa- 
tion of the card. 45 

With the invention described in Items (53) and 

(54) , only by making the card reading meansto read 
the card owned by the orderer for plural card types, 
since an orderer. information recording medium in 
which the name and the contact place of the orderer so 
are recorded can be obtained by the information 
from the card center, it is. not necessary to write a 
name with katakana character and there is no fear 
that the name and the contact place are surrepti- 
tiously looked by a stalker. 55 

(55) The order receiving system described in either 
one of Items (51) to (54), further comprising: 
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an input means for inputting order contents in- 
formation regarding order contents of a photo- 
graphic processing for an image recording me- 
dium in which a photographic image used as a 
document is recorded, 

wherein the orderer information recording me- 
dium is a received order recording medium in 
which the order contents information inputted 
by the inputting means is recorded, and the or- 
derer information recording means is a re- 
ceived order recording means for obtaining the 
received order information recording medium. 

With the invention described in Item (55), only 
by inputting the order contents information and 
making the card reading means to read the card 
owned by the orderer, the photographic processing 
can be ordered with less labor 

(56) An order receiving system, comprising: 

an input means for inputting order contents in- 
formation regarding order contents of a photo- 
graphic processing for an image recording me- 
dium in which a, photographic image used as a 
document is recorded, 

a card reading means for reading a card ID in- 
formation from a card owned by an orderer; and 
a received order information recording means 
for obtaining a received order information re- 
cording medium in which the card ID informa- 
tion of the card read by the card reading means 
and the order contents information inputted by 
the inputting means are recorded. 

With the invention described in Item (56), only 
by inputting the order contents information and 
making the card reading means to read the card 
owned by the orderer, the photographic processing 
can be ordered with less labor.- Further, since the 
name and the contact place of the orderer can be 
received from the card center by transmitting the 
card ID information to the card center so as to trans- 
mit the name and the contact place of the orderer, 
it is not necessary to write a name with katakana 
character and there is no fear that the name and the 
contact place are surreptitiously looked by a stalker. 

(57) The order receiving system described in Item 
(56), wherein the card reading means reads a card 
type from the card owned by the orderer and the 
received order information recording medium 
records the card type. 

With the invention described in Item (57), only 
by inputting the order contents information and 
making the card reading means to read the card 
owned by the orderer for plural card types, the pho- 
tographic processing can be ordered with less la- 
bor. Further, since the name- and the contact place 
of the orderer can be received from the card center 
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corresponding to the card type by transmitting the 
card ID information to the card center so as to trans- 
mit the name and the contact place of the orderer, 
it is not necessary to write a name with katakana 
character and there is no fear that the name and the s 
contact place are surreptitiously looked by a stalker. 

(58) The order receiving system described in either 
one of Items (51) to (57), further comprising: 

a sold money amount calculating means for cal- to 
culating a sold amount of money obtained by 
the photographic processing of the order con- 

. tents indicated in the order contents informa- 
tion inputted by the inputting means; and 

. a cash registerfor settling the sales account on is 
the basis of the sold amount of money calculat- 
ed by the sold money amount calculating 
means. 

With the invention described in Item (58), since 20 
the sales account can be settled simultaneously 
with the order receipt, there is no problem that the 
sales account can not be reckoned due to the rea- 
son that the orderer does not come to take the pho- 
tographic print regardless of the order for the pho- 25 
tographic processing. 

(59) A photographic product delivering system, 
comprising: 

a memory means for memorizing information 30 
regarding an undelivered photographic product 
which has been finished and has not yet deliv- 
ered in correlation with the name and the con- 
tact place of an orderer; 

a card reading means for reading a card ID in- 35 
formation from the card owned by the orderer; 
a transmitting receiving means for transmitting 
the card iD information to a card center so as 
to transmit the name and the contact place of 
the owner of the card and for receiving the 40 
name and the contact place of the owner of the 
card from the card center; and 
an undelivered photographic product indicating 
means for reading information regarding an un- 
delivered photographic product corresponding 45 
to the name and the contact place of the owner 
of the card received by the transmitting receiv- 
ing means from the memory means and for in- 
dicating the information regarding the undeliv- 
ered photographic product, so 

(60) A photographic product delivering system, 
comprising: 

a memory means for memorizing information 55 
regarding an undelivered photographic product 
which has been finished and has not yet deliv- 
ered in correlation. with a card type and card ID 



information of a card owned by an orderer; 
a card reading means for reading the card type 
and the card ID information from the card 
owned by the orderer; 

a transmitting receiving means for transmitting 
the card ID information to a card center corre- 
sponding to the card type read by the card read- 
ing means so as to transmit the name and the 
contact place of the owner of the card and for 
receiving the name and the contact place of the 
owner of the card from the card center; and 
an undelivered photographic product indicating 
means for reading information regarding an un- 
delivered photographic product corresponding 
to the name and the contact place of the owner 
of the card received by the transmitting receiv- 
ing means from the memory means and for in- 
dicating the information regarding the undeliv- 
ered photographic product. 

(61) The photographic product delivering system 
described in Item (59) or (60), further comprising: 

an inputting means for inputting information 
regarding a newly finished photographic product in 
correlation with the name and the contact place of 
the orderer and for making the memory means to 
memorize it as an undelivered photographic prod- 
uct. 

(62) The photographic product delivering system 
described in either one of Items (59) to (61 ), further 
comprising: 

a delivery inputting means for inputting the 
matter that the photographic product indicated by 
the undelivered photographic product indicating 
means has been delivered, wherein the information 
regarding the undelivered photographic product 
memorized by the memory means is changed by 
the input by the inputting means. 

With the invention described in Items (59) to 

(62) , since the photographic product is indicated in 
correlation with the name and the contact place of 
the owner of the card, a photographic product 
owned by the other person having the same name 
or a photographic product owned by a person hav- 
ing the same contact place, for example, by persons 
living in a bachelor dormitory having the same tel- 
ephone number is not indicated and only the pho- 
tographic product ordered by the present person is 
indicated, only the photographic ordered by the 
present person is delivered to the present person. 
Further, the orderer can obtain the photographic 
product from a photo shop or a photophinisher only 
by indicating the credit card carried the orderer at 
the usual going-out time without carrying an ex- 
change ticket. 

(63) A photographic product delivering system, 
comprising: 
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a memory means for memorizing information 
regarding an undelivered photographic product 
which has been finished and has not yet deliv- 
ered in correlation with the card ID information 
of the card owned by an orderer; s 
a card reading means for reading the card ID 
information from the card owned by the orderer 
of the photographic processing; and 
an undelivered photographic product indicating 
means for reading information regarding an un- 10 
delivered. photographic product corresponding 
to the card ID information read by the card read- 
ing means from the memory means and for in- 
dicating the information regarding the undeliv- 
ered photographic product. is 

(64) The photographic product delivering system 
described in Item (63), further comprising: 

an inputting means, for inputting information 
regarding a newly finished photographic product in 20 
correlatioaiwith the card I Din formation of the card 
owned by the orderer and for : making the memory 
* means to. memorize -tit -as an undelivered photo- 
graphic: product/: 

(65) : The: photographic * product delivering system 25 
described in Item (63) or (64), -further comprising: 

a delivery inputting means for inputting the 
matter that the photographic product indicated by 
the undelivered photographic product indicating 
. • means has been delivered, wherein the information 30 
regarding the undelivered photographic product 
memorized by the memory means is changed by 
the input by the inputting means. 

With the invention described in Items (63) to 

(65) , since the photographic product is indicated in 35 
correlation with, the card ID information of the card 
owned by a person coming to take the photographic 
product, photographic products owned by the other 
persons are not indicated and only the photographic 

. product ordered by the present person is indicated, 40 
only the photographic ordered by the present per- 
son is delivered to the present person. Further, the 
orderer can obtain the photographic product from a 
photo shop or a photophinisher only by indicating 
the credit card carried the orderer at the usual go- 45 
ing-out time without carrying an exchange ticket. 

(66) A photographic product delivering system, 
comprising: 

a memory means for memorizing information so 
regarding an undelivered photographic product 
which has been finished and has not yet deliv- 
ered in correlation with the card type and the 
card ID information of the card owned by an or- 
derer; ss 
a card reading means for reading the card type 
and the card ID information from the card 
owned by the orderer of the photographic 
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processing; and 

an undelivered photographic product indicating 
means for reading information regarding an un- 
delivered photographic product corresponding 
to the card type and the card ID information 
read by the card reading means from the mem- 
ory means and for indicating the information re- 
garding the undelivered photographic product. 

(67) The photographic product delivering system 
. described in Item (66), further comprising: 

an inputting means for inputting information 
regarding a newly finished photographic product in 
correlation" with the card type and the card ID infor- 
mation of the card owned by the orderer and for 
making the memory means to memorize it as an un- 
delivered photographic product. 

(68) The photographic product delivering system 
described in Item (66) or (67), further comprising: 

a delivery inputting means for inputting the 
matter that the; photographic product indicated by 
the undelivered photographic product indicating 
means has-beerv delivered, wherein the information 
regarding the . undelivered photographic product 
memorized by the memory moans is changed by 
the input by the inputting means.. 

With the invention described in Items (66) to 

(68) , since the photographic product is indicated in 
correlation with the card type and the card ID infor- 
mation of the card owned by a person coming to 
take the photographic product for plural card types, 

. photographic products owned by the other persons 
are not indicated and only the photographic product 
ordered by the present person is indicated, only the 
photographic ordered by the present person is de- 
livered to the present person. Further, the orderer 
can obtain the photographic product from a photo 
shop or a photophinisher only by indicating the 
credit card carried the orderer at the usual going- 
out time without carrying an exchange ticket. 

(69) A photographic product delivering system, 
comprising: 

an accommodating means for accommodating 
an undelivered photographic product which has 
been finished and has not yet delivered such 
. that the- undelivered photographic product can 
be taken out for each of the name and the con- 
tact place of the orderer; 

a credit card reading means for reading a card 
type and a card number from the credit card 
owned by the orderer for the photographic 
processing; 

a transmitting receiving means for transmitting 
the card number to a credit card center corre- 
sponding to the card type of the credit card so 
as to transmit the name and the contact place 
of the owner of the credit card and for receiving 
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the name and the contact place of the owner of 
the credit card from the credit card center; and 
a photographic product delivering means for 
taking out an undelivered photographic product 
corresponding to the name and the contact 5 
place of the owner of the credit card from the 
accommodating means on the basis of the in- 
formation regarding the name and the contact 
place of the owner of the credit card received 
by the transmitting receiving means and for de- to 
livering the taken-out photographic product. 

(70) A photographic product delivering system, 
comprising: 

75 

an accommodating means for accommodating 
an undelivered photographic product which has 
been finished and has not yet delivered such 
that the undelivered photographic product can 
be taken out for each of the name and the con- 20 
tact place of the orderer; 

an inputting means for inputting a card type and 
a card number of the credit card owned by the 
orderer for the photographic processing; 
a transmitting receiving means for transmitting 25 
the card number inputted by the inputting 
means to a credit card center corresponding to 
the card type of the credit card inputted by the 
inputting means so that the credit card center 
transmits the name and the contact place of the 30 
owner of the credit card and for receiving the 
name and the contact place of the owner of the 
credit card from the credit card center; and 
a photographic product delivering means for 
taking out an undelivered photographic product 35 
corresponding to the name and the contact 
place of the owner of the credit card from the 
accommodating means on the basis of the 
name and the contact place of the owner of the 
credit card received by the transmitting receiv- 40 
ing means and for delivering the taken-out pho- 
tographic product. 

With the invention described in Items (69) and 
(70), since the photographic product is delivered in 45 
correspondence with the name and the. contact 
place of the owner of the credit card, a photographic 
product owned by the other person having the same 
name or a photograph ic product owned by a person 
having the same contact place, for example, by per- so 
sons living in a bachelor dormitory having the same 
telephone number is not delivered and only the pho- 
tographic product ordered by the present person is 
indicated, only the photographic product ordered by 
the present person is automatically delivered to the ss 
present person. Further, the orderer can obtain the 
photographic product from a photo shop or a pho- 
tophinisher only by indicating the credit card carried 



the orderer at the usual going-out time without car- 
rying an exchange ticket 

(71) A photographic product delivering system, 
comprising: 

an accommodating means for accommodating 
an undelivered photographic product which has 
been finished and has not yet delivered such 
that the undelivered photographic product can 
be taken in correspondence with the card type 
and the card number of the credit card owned 
by an orderer; 

a credit card reading means for reading a card 
type and a card number from the credit card 
owned by the orderer for the photographic 
processing; and 

a photographic product delivering means for 
taking out an undelivered photographic product 
corresponding to the type and the card number 
read by the credit card reading means from the 
accommodating means and for delivering the 
taken-out photographic product. 

(72) A photographic product delivering system, 
comprising: 

an accommodating means for accommodating 
an undelivered photographic product which has 
been finished and has not yet delivered such 
that the undelivered photographic product can 
be taken in correspondence with the card type 
and the card number of the credit card owned 
by an orderer; 

an inputting means for inputting a card type and 
a card number of the credit card owned by the 
orderer for the photographic processing; and 
a photographic product delivering means for 
taking out an undelivered photographic product 
corresponding to the type and the card number 
inputted by the inputting means from the ac- 
commodating means and for delivering the tak- 
en-out photographic product. 

With the invention described in Items (71 ) and 

(72) , since the photographic product is delivered in 
correspondence with the card type and the card 
number of the credit card owned by a person com- 
ing to take the photographic product, photographic 
products owned by the other persons are not deliv- 
ered and only the photographic product ordered by 
the present person is automatically delivered, only 
the photographic ordered by the present person is 
delivered to the present person. Further, the orderer 
can obtain the photographic product from a photo 
shop or a photophinisher only by indicating the 
credit card carried the orderer at the usual going- 
out time without carrying an exchange ticket. 

(73) A photographic processing system, compris- 
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ing: 

producing a photographic product on the basis 
of the image recording medium and the re- 
ceived order recording medium which are sub- 5 
jected to an order receiving process by the or- 
der receiving system described in either one of 
Items 11, 12, 41 to 43; 

accommodating the produced photographic 
product in a delivery container on which the 10 
name and the contact place recorded in the re- 
ceived order recording medium are recorded; 
and 

transferring the delivery container accommo- 
dating the photographic product to a delivering is 
means for delivering the photographic product 
to the orderer of the name and the contact place 
described on the delivery container 

With the invention described in Item 73, since 20 
. the sales account has been already reckoned, it is 
not necessary to receive money from the orderer 
and the produced photographic product can be de- 
livered to the orderer without delay. Further, by 
transferring the photographic product to the deliv- 25 
ering means by which the photographic product is 
, delivered to the name and the contact place de- 
scribed on the received order recording medium in 
which the name and the contact place of the owner 
of the credit card are recorded, the photographic 30 
product is not delivered to the other person having 
the same name or to a person having the same con- 
tact place, for example, a person living in a bachelor 
dormitory having the, same telephone number and 
can be delivered to the present person of the order- 35 
er. Further, the orderer can receive the photograph- 
ic product without going to a photo shop or a pho- 
tophinisher. 

(74) A photographic processing system having the 
photographic processing system described in either 40 
one of Items 1 to 5 : comprising: 

accommodating a produced photographic 
. product in a delivery container on which the 
name and the contact place of an owner of a « 
credit card are recorded; and 
transferring the delivery container accommo- 
dating, thephotographic product to a delivering 
means for delivering the photographic product 
to the orderer of the name and the contact place so 
described on the delivery container. 

With the- invention described in Item 74, since 
the sales account has been already reckoned, it is 
not necessary to receive money from the orderer ss 
and the produced photographic product can be de- 
livered to the orderer without delay. Further, by 
transferring the photographic product to the deliv- 
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ering means by which the photographic product is 
delivered to the name and the contact place de- 
scribed on the received order recording medium in 
which the name and the contact place of the owner 
of the credit card are recorded, the photographic 
product is not delivered to the other person having 
the same name or to a person having the same con- 
tact place, for example, a person living in a bachelor 
dormitory having the same telephone number and 
can be delivered to the present person of the order- 
er. Further, the orderer can receive the photograph- 
ic product without going to a photo shop or a pho- 
tophinisher. 

(75) A photographic processing system having the 
photographic processing system described in either 
one ol Items 9 or 10, wherein the orderer informa- 
tion recording medium is a deiivery container in 
which a produced photographic product is accom- 
modated, comprising: 

accommodating the photographic product in 
the delivery container; and • 
transferring the: delivery container accommo- 
dating the photographic product to a delivering 
means for delivering the photographic product 
to th e orderer of the name and the contact place 
. described on the delivery container." 

With the invention described in Item 75, since 
the sales account has been already reckoned, it is 
not necessary to receive money from the orderer 
and the produced photographic product can be de- 
livered to the orderer without delay. Further, by 
transferring the photographic product to the deliv- 
ering means by which the photographic product is 
delivered to the name and the contact place de- 
scribed on the received order recording medium in 
which the name and the contact place of the owner 
of the credit card are recorded, the photographic 
product is not delivered to the other person having 
the same name or to a person having the same con- 
tact place, for example, a person living in a bachelor 
dormitory having the same telephone number and 
can be delivered to the present person of the order- 
er. Further, the orderer can receive the photograph- 
ic product without going to a photo shop or a pho- 
tophinisher. 

(76) A photographic product delivering system, 
comprising: 

an accommodating means for accommodating 
an undelivered photographic product which has 
been finished and has not yet delivered such 
that the undelivered photographic product can 
be taken out for each of the name and the con- 
tact place of the orderer; 

a card reading means. for reading a card ID in- 
formation from the card, owned by the orderer 
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for the photographic processing; 
a transmitting receiving means for transmitting 
the card ID information to a card center so as 
to transmit information regarding the name and 
the contact place of the owner of the card and 5 
for receiving the information regarding the 
name and the contact place of the owner of the 
credit card from the credit card center; and 
a photographic product delivering means for 
taking out a photographic product correspond- 10 
ing to the name and the contact place of the 
owner of the card received by the transmitting 
receiving means from the accommodating 
means and for delivering the taken-out photo- 
graphic product. is 

(77) A photographic product delivering system, 
comprising: 

an accommodating means for accommodating 20 
an undelivered photographic product which has 
been finished and has not yet delivered such 
that the undelivered photographic product can 
be taken out for each of the name and the con- 
tact place of the orderer; 25 
an inputting means for inputting a card ID infor- 
mation from the card owned by the orderer for 
the photographic processing; 
a transmitting receiving means for transmitting 
the card ID information to a card center so as 30 
to transmit information regarding the name and 
the contact place of the owner of the card and 
for receiving the information regarding the 
name and the contact place of the owner ol the 
credit card from the credit card center; and 35 
a photographic product delivering means for 
taking out a photographic product correspond- 
ing to the name and the contact place of the 
owner of the card received by the transmitting 
receiving means from the accommodating 40 
means and for delivering the taken-out photo- 
graphic product. 

With the invention described in Items (76) and 
(77), since the photographic product is delivered in 4s 
correspondence with the name and the contact 
place of the owner of the card, a photographic prod- 
uct owned by the other person having the same 
* name or a photographic product owned by a person 
having the same contact place, for example, by per- so 
sons living in a bachelor dormitory having the same 
telephone number is not delivered and only the pho- 
tographic product ordered by the present person is 
indicated, only the photographic product ordered by 
the present person is automatically delivered to the 55 
present person. Further, the orderer can obtain the 
photographic product from a photo shop or a pho- 
tophinisher only by indicating the credit card carried 
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the orderer at the usual going-out time without car- 
rying an exchange ticket. 

(78) A photographic product delivering system, 
comprising: 

an accommodating means for accommodating 
an undelivered photographic product which has 
been finished and has not yet delivered such 
that the undelivered photographic product can 
be taken out for each of the name and the con- 
tact place of the orderer; 
a card reading means for reading a card type 
and a card ID information from the card owned 
by the orderer for the photographic processing; 
a transmitting receiving means for transmitting 
the card ID information to a card center corre- 
sponding to the card type read by the card read- 
ing means so as to transmit information regard- 
ing the name andthe contact place of the owner 
of the card and for receiving the information re- 
garding the name and the contact place of the 
owner of the card from the card center; and 
a photographic product delivering means for 
taking out a photographic product correspond- 
ing to the name and the contact place of the 
owner of the card received by the transmitting 
receiving means from the accommodating 
means and for delivering the taken-out photo- 
graphic product. 

(79) A photographic product delivering system, 
comprising: 

an accommodating means for accommodating 
an undelivered photographic product which has 
been finished and has not yet delivered such 
that the undelivered photographic product can 
be taken out for each of the name and the con- 
tact place of the orderer; 
an inputting means for inputting a card type and 
a card ID information from the card owned by 
the orderer for the photographic processing; 
a transmitting receiving means for transmitting 
the card ID information to a card center corre- 
sponding to the card type inputted by the input- 
ting means so as to transmit information re- 
garding the name and the contact place of the 
owner of the card and for receiving the informa- 
tion regarding the name and the contact place 
of the owner of the card from the card center; 
and 

a photographic product delivering means for 
taking out a photographic product correspond- 
ing to the name and the contact place of the 
owner of the card received by the transmitting 
receiving means from the accommodating 
means and for delivering the taken-out photo- 
graphic product. 
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With the invention described in Items (78) and 

(79) , since the photographic product is delivered in 
correspondence with the name and the contact 
place of the owner of the card for plural card types, 

a photographic product owned by the other person 5 
having the same name or a photographic product 
owned by a person having the same contact place, 
for example, by persons living in a bachelor dormi- 
tory having the same telephone number is not de- 
livered and only the photographic product ordered io 
by the present person is indicated, only the photo- 
graphic product ordered by the present person is 
automatically delivered to the present person. Fur- 
ther, the orderer can obtain the photographic prod- 
uct from a photo shop or a photophinisher only by 15 
indicating the credit card carried the orderer at the 
usualgoing-out time without carrying an exchange 
ticket. • 

(80) A photographic product delivering system, 
comprising: _ 20 



an accommodating means for accommodating 
. an undelivered photographic product which has 
been finished and has not yet delivered such 
that the undelivered photographic product can 25 
be taken out in correspondence with the card 
: . I D information of the card owned by an orderer; 
a card reading means for reading. a card ID in- 
formation from the card owned by the orderer 
for the photographic processing; and 30 
a photographic product delivering means for 
taking out a photographic product correspond- 
ing to the card ID information read by the card 
reading means . from the accommodating 
means and for delivering the taken-out photo- 35 
graphic product. . 



(81) A photographic product delivering system, 
comprising: 
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an accommodating means for accommodating 
an undelivered photographic product which has 
been finished and has not yet delivered such 
that the undelivered photographic product can 
be taken out in correspondence with the card 4 & 
ID information of the card owned by an orderer; 
an inputting means for inputting a card ID infor- 
mation of the card owned by the orderer for the 
photographic processing; and 
a photographic product delivering means for 50 
taking out a photographic product correspond- 
ing to the card ID information inputted by the 
inputting means from the accommodating 
means and for delivering the taken-out photo- 
graphic product. 55 

With the invention described in Items (80) and 
(81), since the photographic product is delivered in 



correspondence with the card ID information of the 
card owned by a person coming to take the photo- 
graphic product, photographic products owned by 
the other persons are not delivered and only the 
photographic product ordered by the present per- 
son of the orderer is delivered, only the photograph- 
ic ordered by the present person is delivered to the 
present person. Further, the orderer can obtain the 
photographic product from a. photo shop or a pho- 
tophinisher only by indicating the credit card carried 
the orderer at the usual going-out time without car- 
rying an exchange ticket. 

(82) A photographic product delivering system, 
comprising: 

an accommodating means for accommodating 
an undelivered photographic product which has 
been finished and has not yet delivered such 
that the undelivered photographic product can 
be taken out in correspondence with the card 
type and the card ID information, of the card 
owned, by an orderer; 

a card reading means . for reading a card type 
and a card ID information from the card owned 
by the orderer for the photographic processing; 
and 

a photographic product delivering means- for 
taking out a photographic product correspond- 
ing to the card type and the card-ID information 
read by the card reading means from the ac- 
commodating means and for delivering the tak- 
en-out photographic product. 

(83) A photographic product delivering system, 
comprising: ■ - . 

an accommodating means for accommodating 
an undelivered photographic product which has 
been finished and has not yet delivered such 
that the undelivered photographic product can 
be taken out in correspondence with the card 
type and the card ID information of the card 
owned by an orderer; 

an inputting means for inputting a card type and 
. a card ID information of the card owned by the 
- orderer for the photographic processing; and 
a photographic product delivering means for 
taking out a photographic product correspond- 
ing to the card type and the card ID. information 
inputted by the inputting means from the ac- 
commodating means and for delivering the tak- 
en-out photographic product. 

With the invention described in items (82) and 
(83), since the photographic product is delivered in 
correspondence with the card ID information of the 
card owned by a person. coming to take the photo- 
graphic product for plural card types, photographic 
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products owned by the other persons are not deliv- 
ered and only the photographic product ordered by 
the present person of the orderer is delivered, only 
the photographic ordered by the present person is 
delivered to the present person. Further, the orderer 
can obtain the photographic product from a photo 
shop or a photophinisher only by indicating the 
credit card carried the orderer at the usual going- 
out time without carrying an exchange ticket. 

(Explanation for terminology) 

[0017] In the present invention, "information regard- 
ing --" is a conception including not only "information 
itself" but also including "information capable of intro- 
ducing — itself", accordingly, "information regarding 
may be "information -- itself", also "information regard- 
ing --" may be "information capable of introducing ~ it- 
self". For example, the order contents information re- 
garding the order contents for the photographing 
processing includes the information of the order con- 
tents itself for the photographing processing, but also 
includes information capable of introducing the informa- 
tion of the order contents itself for the photographic 
processing. As the information capable of introducing 
the information of the order contents itself for the pho- 
tographic processing, a photographic processing iden- 
tification number may be listed up. For example, a pho- 
tographic processing identification number is provided 
in advance for each of plural kinds of photographic 
processing, and an ordered photographic processing is 
specified by the photographic processing identification 
number. 

[0018] An image recording medium is a medium in 
which an image is recorded. As such an image recording 
medium, a medium in which an image is recorded as a 
visible image such as a developed photographic film 
and : a printed product ol a photographic print, a medium 
in which an image is recorded as a latent image such 
as an undeveloped photographic film, a media in which 
an image is recorded as digital image data (hereinafter, 
the media in which an image is recorded as digital image 
data is merely shortened as a media) and a media in 
which an image is recorded as analog image signals 
such as 8 mm video tape and SVHS video tape may, be 
listed up. - , 

[001 9] Here, as the media stated above, CD (compact 
disk) in which digital image data are recorded, PC card 
which is standardized as.Type II card by PCMCIA (Per- 
sonal Commuter Memory Card International Associa- 
tion) and used as an image recording card for a digital 
electronic camera and in which digital image data are 
recorded, MO (Optic magnetic recording media in which 
digital image data are recorded, Zip in which digital im- 
age data are recorded, and DVD (Digital Video Disk). in 
which digital image data are recorded, are listed up. 
[0020] Further, as the CD in which digital image data 
are recorded, DV-I (Digital Video Interface), Photo-CD, 



CD-ROM, Additionally-written type CD, CD-ROM XA 
are listed up. 

[0021] Incidentally, the image recording medium and 
the received order recording medium which is correlated 

5 with the image recording medium may be the same re- 
cording medium or separated recording medium from 
each other. In the case of the separated recording me- 
dium, in order to make the image recording medium and 
the received order recording medium to correspond to 

io each other, they may be provided with the same ID 
number or the same sign or the received order recording 
medium may has a bag in which the image recording 
" medium is stored. Further, the other embodiment may 
be used. 

is [0022] The received order recording medium is a me- 
dium in which the information regarding the name and 
the contact place of the orderer and the order contents 
information are recorded. The media may be a ticket or 
a photographic product bag on which such sorts of in- 

20 formation are written with characters. The media may 
be a medium in which such sorts of information are re- 
corded as digital data. Further, the other embodiment 
may be used. 

[0023] The orderer information recording medium is 

25 a medium in which the information regarding the name 
and the contact place of the orderer are recorded. The 
media may be a ticket or a photographic product bag on 
which such sorts of information are written with charac- 
ters. The media may be a medium in which such sorts 

30 of information are recorded as digital data Further, the 
other embodiment may be used. 
[0024] The photographic product in the present inven- 
tion is a product obtained by conducting the photograph- 
ic processing of the order contents of the orderer to the 

35 image recording medium of the orderer- As such the 
photographic product, a print or a film which is a copy 
of an image recorded in an image recording medium, a 
print or a film v/hich is obtained by subjecting an image 
recorded in the image recording medium to an image 

40 processing which includes an image modification and 
an image composition, and a media recording digital im- 
age data obtained by conducting an image processing 
to an image recorded in an image recording medium are 
listed up. 

45 [0025] The photographic processing system is a sys- 
tem to conduct a process regarding a photography such 
as a process to use an image recording medium or 
transmitted digital image data as a document and to pro- 
duce a photographic product from the document and a 

50 process to transmit digital image data. 

[0026] The printer in the present invention is an output 
device which includes a host computer connected to a 
client computer and outputs a hard copy of digital image 
on the basis of the output digital image data. It may be 

55 preferable to output the hard copy of the digital image 
as a visible image. However, the hard copy may be out- 
putted on a state of a latent image recorded in a photo- 
sensitive material without developing. 
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[0027] As the digital image data, output digital image 
data to output a hard copy and digital image data used 
as a document to obtain output digital image data by an 
image processing are listed up. Further, these digital im- 
age data may be digital image data obtained by reading 
a photographic film with a scanner, digital image data 
produced by a computer, digital image data obtained by 
photographing with an electronic camera, digital image 
data recorded in an image recording medium or digital 
image data in the other embodiments. 
[0028] As the contact place of an orderer, a telephone 
number of an orderer, an address of an orderer, a tele- 
phone number of an office of an orderer, an address of 
an office of an orderer, and an E-mail address of an or- 
derer are listed up. 

[0029] The card in the present invention is a card for 
which a card center exists in order to memorize a card 
ID information of each card and information regarding a 
name and a contact place of an owner of the card in the 
correlated form. As the card, in addition lo a credit card, 
a card of a photographic product handling dealing chain 
shop, a card of ^department store and a card of. a super 
market are listed up. 

[0030] The- image recording system in the present in- 
vention may consists. of a single apparatus or plural ap- 
paratuses and is a system to obtain a sheet on which 
an image is recorded on the basis of the output digital 
image data. The image recorded on the sheet may be 
an image recorded as a visible image or an image re- 
corded as a latent image such as a latent image record- 
ed on a photosensitive material without developing. 
[0031] The recording material in the present invention 
is a material on which an image is recorded by the image 
recording system of the present invention. As the mate- 
rial, a photosensitive material to which an image is re- 
corded by exposure light, a transfer sheet on which a 
toner image is formed by an electrophotographic meth- 
od, a recording sheet on which an image is recorded by 
the thermal transfer method or by the ink-jet method, a 
heat sensitive sheet on which an image is recorded by 
heat are listed up. . 

[0032] The card in the present invention is a card in 
which a card type and a card ID information are record- 
ed. As the card, a shopping chain card, a credit card, a 
bank card, a license and a passport are listed up. Fur- 
ther, as the card in the present invention, a booklet such 
as a Japanese passport is included. 
[0033] The proprietary right of a credit card belongs 
to the company issuing the credit card. Further, with re- 
gard to some kinds of cards, their proprietary rights be- 
long to the corporation issuing the cards. However, 
needless to say, the concept of "occupation" is different 
from that of "possession" and is to carry a thing for itself. 
The owner of a card is a person to carry the card and is 
not the company issuing the card or the corporation is- 
suing the card. 

[0034] The card center in the present invention is a 
center to memorize card ID information and a name and 



a contact place of the owner of the card in a correlated 
form with regard to the card type corresponding to the 
card center. Further, the credit card center is a center to 
memorize card I D information and a name and a contact 
5 place of the owner of the card in a correlated form with 
regard to the credit card of the card type corresponding 
to the card center. In addition, usually, the card center 
memorizes information regarding the limitation of credit 
and the balance of credit. 
10 [0035] The sales account settlement in the credit card 
center is a settlement to remit a sold money amount 
transmitted to the credit card center into the bank ac- 
count of the transmitting side and to pull out the sold 
money amount transmitted to the credit card center (the 
15 money amount remitted to the bankaccount of thetrans- 
mitting side) from the bank account of the owner of the 
card number. 

[0036] The header information in the present inven- 
tion is index information provided to digital image data. 
As the information included in the header information, 
characteristic information regarding the characteristic of 
digital image data and axially information accompanied 
to the digital image. data are listed up. 
[0037] The card I Di information is information to iden- 
tify the card from plural cards of the same type. There 
may be the case that the card is identified with a card 
number, the case that the card is identified with a sign, 
the case that the card is identified with ah image ID, and 
so on. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0038] Fig. 1 is an outlined structural view of a photo- 
graphic processing system in Embodiment 1 . z? •• 
[0039] Fig. 2 is an outlined perspective view of a print- 
er processor 1 of the photographic system in Embodi- 
ment 1. ' 
[0040] Fig. 3 is an outlined front view of a printer proc- 
essor 1 on the photographic system in Embodiment 1. 
[0041] Fig. 4 is an outlined top view of a printer proc- 
essor 1 of the photographic system in Embodiment 1. 
[0042] Fig. 5 is an outlined left side view of a printer 
processor 1 of the photographic system in Embodiment 
1. ' < 

[0043] Fig. 6 is an outlined front sectional view of a 
printer processor 1 of the photographic system in Em- 
bodiment 1'.. 

[0044] Fig.--7.is an outlined view regarding processing 
relative to each other or inside a printer processor and 
a client computor of the photographic system in Embod- 
iment 1. 

[0045] Fig. 8 is a flowchart of a processing program 
of a host computor 100 of the photographic system in 
Embodiment 1 . 

[0046] Fig. 9 is an outlined view of a photographic 
product production and ditribution system in Embodi- 
ment 2. 

[0047] Fig. 1.0 is an outlined view of a photographic 
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product 

ment 3. 

[0048] 

product 

ment 4. 

[0049] 

product 

ment 5. 

[0050] 

product 

ment 6. 

[0051] 

product 

ment 7. 



production and ditribution system in Embodi- 

Fig. 11 is an outlined view ot a photographic 
production and ditribution system in Embodi- 

Fig. 12 is an outlined view of a photographic 
production and ditribution system in Embodi- 

Fig. 13 is an outlined view of a photographic 
production and ditribution system in Embodi- 

Fig. 14 is an outlined view of a photographic 
production and ditribution system in Embodi- 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

(Embodiment of the invention) 

[0052] : There will be shown examples of the invention 
as follows as an embodiment, but the invention is not 
limited to these embodiments. Though some terms in 
the embodiments have conclusive expression, these 
represent preferable examples of the invention, and 
they limit neither the meaning of terms nor the technical 
, scope of the invention. 

Embodiment 1 

[0053] A photographic processing system in the 
present embodiment will be explained as follows based 
on Fig. 1 which represents a schematic structure dia- 
gram of the photographic processing system in the 
present embodiment. Incidentally, a place such as a 
photographic store and a counter of a photofinish ing lab- 
oratory where the photographic processing system of 
the present embodiment is installed is called a store 
briefly. . 

1. Schematic structure of photographic processing 
system 

[0054] The photographic processing system of the 
present embodiment is composed of client computers 
20, 30 and 40 which generate output-use digital image 
data for outputting hard copies, printer processor 1 
which includes host computer 100 connected to the cli- 
ent computers 20, 30 and 40 and outputs a hard copy 
of the digital image stated above, and film developing 
unit 2 which conducts photographic processing for un- 
developed photographic films. 

1 -1 Schematic structure on the part of client computer 

[0055] The client computers 20, 30 and 40 are con- 
nected to monitors 21 , 31 and 41 which display informa- 
tion of order receiving processing, information of deliv- 
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ery, images of digital image data image-processed by 
the client computers 20, 30 and 40, status of image 
processing, and the status of driving external equipment 
connected to the client computers 20, 30 and 40. Fur- 
ther, on the client computers 20, 30 and 40, there are 
provided key boards for key input conducted through op- 
eration of an operator. Through these key boards, inter- 
active processing is performed. 

[0056] The system on the part of the client computers 
20, 30 and 40 can function as an order receiving system 
for order receiving, and it can further function as a de- 
livery system for delivery. 

[0057] To the client computers 20, 30 and 40, there 
are connected floppy disk drives 23, 33 and 43 for read- 
ing information out of a floppy disk or for writing infor- 
mation in a floppy disk, CD drives 24, 34 and 44 for read- 
ing information out of a CD or for writing information in 
a CD, PC card drives 25, 35 and 45 for reading informa- 
tion out of a PC card or for writing information in a PC 
card, and MO drives 26, 36 and 46 for reading informa- 
tion out of MO or for writing information in MO. Through 
these media drive, it is possible to read information out 
of these media or to write information in these mec'ia. 
[0058] The client computers 20, 30 and 40 are con- 
nected to modem 727 connected with telephone lines 
which are to be connected to an internet, credit card 
centers 821 and 822, and shopping chain center 831. 
The client computers 20, 30 and 40 are further connect- 
ed to credit card readers 28, 38 and 46 which can read 
a type and a card number of the inserted credit card for 
various types of credit cards. The client computers 20, 
30 and 40 are further connected to bar code readers 29, 
39 and 49 each reading a type and a card number of a 
shopping chain card by reading a bar code recorded on 
each of various shopping chain cards and reading a bar 
code recorded on a sitp. Owing to these, the client com- 
puter can access credit card centers 321 and 822 cor- 
responding to credit card types read by credit card read- 
ers 28, 38 and 48 for repairing and obtaining informa- 
tion, and can access shopping chain center 831 corre- 
sponding to the credit card type read by bar code read- 
ers 29, 39 and 49 for repairing and obtaining informa- 
tion. 

[0059] The client computers 20, 30 and 40 are further 
connected to slip issuing machine 27 which issues a slip 
on which information of order contents showing order 
contents for photographic processing and information of 
orderer identification for identifying an orderer are re- 
corded and issues a photographic bag (representing an 
order receiving information recording medium and an 
orderer information recording medium). 
[0060] The client computers 20, 30 and 40 are further 
connected with cash containing sections 12, 13 and 14 
each containing cash by cash types, and the client com- 
puters control opening and closing of the cash contain- 
ing sections. The client computers 20, 30 and 40 play a 
role of a cash register by controlling opening and closing 
of the cash containing sections 12, 13 and 14 depending 
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on necessity of receiving or paying cash. 
[0061] Printer processor 1 of the present embodiment 
is a printer corresponding to output-use digital image da- 
ta having gradation data of 8-bit or more for each pixel 
and the number of pixels of a million pixels or more. For 
example, it is a printer processor capable of making a 
print on which a difference between the maximum den- 
sity and the minimum density is 2.0 or more in terms of 
reflection density from output-use digital image data 
having gradation data of 12-bit for each pixel and the 
number of pixels of a million pixels - a hundred million 
pixels. Now, schematic structure of the printer processor 
1 of the present embodiment will be explained as fol- 
lows, referring to Fig. 1 , Fig. 2 representing a schematic 
perspective view of the printer processor 1 , Fig. 3 rep- 
resenting a schematic front view, Fig. 4 representing a 
schematic top view, Fig. 5 representing a schematic lelt 
side view and Fig. 6 representing a schematic front sec- 
tional view. 

- 1 -2 Schematic structure of printer processor 

[0062] Printer processor 1 of the present embodiment 
has therein host computer 100 which conducts overall 
control of the printer processor 1 and generates digital 
image data for recording an image to be transmitted to 
exposure unit 200, the exposure unit 200 which con- 
ducts exposure print-use light-sensitive material P 
based on the transmitted digital image data for recording 
an image, automatic processor 300^ which processes 
print-use light-sensitive material P exposed to light by 
the exposure unit 200 and sorter 400 which sorts prints 
obtained through processing conducted by the automat- 
ic processor 300. 

[0063] On the printer processor 1 of the present em- 
bodiment, there are provided film scanner 600, flat bed 
scanner 170, PG card reader 140 and CD (compact 
disk) drive 150, as a unit to be connected to the host 
computer 100 to input data of input digital image into the 
host computer 100. There are further provided monitor 
1 90, touch panel 180 provided on the display surface of 
the monitor 190 and key board 120, as other units con- 
nected to the host computer 100. 

[0064] The host computer 100 display on the monitor 
190 a reproduction image of a hard copy of output-use 
digital image data or digital image data on the half way 
of image processing, the image processing status and 
the status of driving printer processor 1 , and processes 
them in accordance with information inputted from touch 
panel 180 or key board 120. 

[0065] The host computer 1 00 further conducts image 
processing to process input digital image data inputted 
from film scanner 600, flat bed scanner 170, PC card 
reader 1 40 and CD drive 1 50 into input-use digital image 
data to be transmitted to client computers 20, 30 and 40 
or into output-use digital image data. In this case, the 
host computer controls the monitor 190 to display and 
controls the touch panel 1 80 and key board 1 20 to input 
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so that information necessary as header information of 
the data stated above may be obtained. Incidentally, as 
header information necessary as input-use digital image 
data, there are given order information and size infor- 
s mation, while, as header information necessary as im- 
age recording-use digital image data, there are given 
print quantity information, magazine selection informa- 
tion, longitudinal and lateral information, cutting length 
information and printing information. 
w [0066] The host computer 1 00 is connected to the cli- 
ent computers 20, 30 and 40, and conducts image 
processing from output-use digital image data read from 
the client computers 20, 30 and 40 and from output-use 
digital image data obtained through the image process- 
es ing, and obtains image-recording-use digital image data 
including print quantity information, magazine selection 
information, longitudinal and lateral information, cutting 
length information and printing information to store them 
as header information. 
20 [0067] Film scanner 600 reads a frame image record- 
ed on a photographic film and sends input digital image 
data thus obtained to the host computer 100. 
[0068] Flat bed scanner 1 70 reads an image recorded 
on a reflection document and sends input digital image 
25 data to the host computer 100. 

[0069] PC card reader 140 reads input digital image 
data recorded on the PC card and sends them to„the 
host computer 100. 

[0070] CD drive 1 50 reads input digital image data re- 
30 corded on CD, and sends them to the host computer 
100. - v 

[0071] Exposure unit 200 is connected to the host 
computer 100, and has therein exposure control- sect ion 
209 which repeats a cycle of reading image-recording- 
35 use digital image data from the host computer 100, 
sending magazine selection information and cutting in- 
formation to outgoing section 230, sending printing in- 
formation to conveyance section 290, generating image 
recording signals for exposure section 250 of the expo- 
se sure unit 200, and sending them to the exposure section 
250, for the number of times corresponding to the print 
quantity, magazine stand 204 on which magazine 210 
containing a roll of print-use light-sensitive material P is 
set, outgoing section. 230 which sends out print-use 
45 light-sensitive material P from magazine 210 selected 
based on the transmitted magazine selection informa- 
tion, cuts the sheet to the cutting length based on the 
transmitted cutting length and sends to exposure sec- 
tion 250, the exposure section 250 which exposes 
50 sheet-shaped print-use tight-sensitive material P trans- 
mitted from the outgoing section 230 based on the trans- 
mitted image recording signals, and conveyance sec- 
tion 290 which conveys print-use light-sensitive material 
P to automatic processor 300, while printing, based on 
55 the transmitted printing information, on the print-use 
light-sensitive material P exposed to light by exposure 
section 250. 

[0072] Exposure control section 209 of the exposure 
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unit 200 reads image-recording-use digital image data 
out of the host computer 100 in time to the exposure 
timing, and conducts overall control of the exposure unit 
200. 

[0073] Automatic processor 300 conducts processing 5 
for print-use light-sensitive material P exposed to light 
by the exposure unit 200 while conveying it along the 
prescribed conveyance path at a certain conveyance 
speed. The automatic processor 300 has therein color 
developing unit 31 0 which conducts color development 10 
processing on print-use light-sensitive material P sent 
from the exposure unit 200, bleach-fixing unit 330 which 
conducts bleach-fixing processing on the print-use light- 
sensitive material P which has been subjected to color 
development processing by the color developing unit is 
310, stabilizing section 350 which stabilizes the print- 
use light-sensitive material P which has been subjected 
to bleach-fixing by the bleach-fixing unit 330, and drying 
section 370 which dries the print-use light-sensitive ma- 
terial P which has been stabilized by the stabilizing sec- 20 
tion 350. Then, the print thus obtained after being dried 
by the drying section 370 is sent to sorter 400. 
[0074] The sorter 400 sorts the print which represents 
a hard copy of output-use digital image data, based on 
order information of the header information annexed to 2S 
output-use digital image data corresponding to the 
transported print. 

2. Processing in and between printer processor and 

client computer 30 

[0075] Next, based on Fig. 7 representing a concep- 
tual diagram relating to the processing in and between 
the printer processor in the photographic processing 
system of the embodiment and a client computer, there 35 
will be explained the processing in and between host 
computer 100 of printer processor 1 in the photographic 
processing system of the present embodiment and cli- 
ent computers 20, 30 and 40 : using an example of the 
- host computer 100 and the client computer 20. The cli- 40 
ent computers 30 and 40 also act in the same way as 
the client computer 20. 

2-1 Order receiving processing 

.. .. 45 

[0076] First of all, when a client who is an orderer visits 
a store where the photographic processing system of 
the present embodiment is installed, an operator of the 
client computer.20 deals with the client. The operator of 
the client computer 20 asks the client about contents of so 
the order, receives an image recording media represent- 
ing a photographic document in trust from the client, and 
inputs the contents of the order of photographic 
processing of the client through the key board provided 
on the client computer 20. ss 
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2-1-1. Order contents information to be inputted 

[0077] Order contents information concerning the or- 
der contents of photographic processing to be inputted 
are as follows. 

[0078] First information is a type of an image record- 
ing medium representing a photographic document (for 
example, various kinds such as an undeveloped photo- 
graphic film, developed photographic film, reflection 
type documents such as a photographic print and a 
printed matter, a floppy disk, CD, PC card and MO). 
[0079] Second information is one concerning whether 
to process all image frames recorded on an image re- 
cording medium, for example, like the processing for the 
first-time print of an undeveloped photographic film, or 
to process only specific image frames among image 
frames recorded on an image recording medium, for ex- 
ample, like the processing for the reorder print from a 
developed photographic film. 

[0080] Third information fncludes the number or the 
estimated number of image frames recorded on an im- 
age recording medium when processing all image 
frames recorded on the image recording medium, and 
information to specify image frames to be processed 
from an image recording medium (for example, frame 
numbers) or the number of frames to be processed, 
when processing only specific image frames among im- 
age frames recorded on an image recording medium. 
[0081] Fourth information includes types of objects 
desired (for example, types such as development of a 
photographic film, making of a photographic print (in- 
cluding an index print and a seal print in addition to or- 
dinary photographic prints), writing in a floppy disk, writ- 
ing in CD such as Photo-CD and writing in MO). 
[0082] Fifth information includes contents of image 
processing desired (types such as a ! simple copying 
processing, composite processing and image maneu- 
ver processing). 1 

2-1 -2. Calculation of the amount sold 

[0083] After these contents of photographic process- 
ing order are inputted, client computer 20 saves them 
as order contents information of header information, 
then starts a program for caleulating the amount sold, 
and calculates the amount sold from the inputted order 
contents for photographic processing to save it in sales 
information of the header information. Further; the client 
computer starts a program for calculating the scheduled 
time of completion to calculate it from the inputted order 
contents for photographic processing, and save it in the 
information of scheduled time for completion in header 
information. Then, the client computer 20 makes moni- 
tors 21 , 31 and 41 to display the calculated amount sold. 
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2-1-3. Order receiving in the case where an image 
recording medium represents a medium 

[0084] When an image recording medium is a medi- 
um on which digital image data representing a docu- 
ment for making a photographic product are recorded, 
an operator receives this medium and inserts it in the 
drive (a drive selected from floppy disk drive 23, CD 
drive 24, PC card drive 25 and MO drive 26) correspond- 
ing to the type of that medium. 

[0085] Then, the drive in which the medium has been 
inserted reads the inserted medium to confirm whether 
digital image data representing a document for making 
a photographic product are recorded on the medium or 
not. 

[0086] When it is confirmed that digital image data 
representing a document for making a photographic 
product are recorded on the medium, this is transmitted 
to client computer 20. When the client computer 20 re- 
ceives the confirmation that digital image data repre- 
senting a document for making a photographic product 
are recorded on the medium, the client computer makes 
the monitor 21 'to- display- this. Then, the sequence-ad- 
vances to the step which . follows the order receiving 
step. An operator, of the client computer 20 advances to 
the step folfowing the order receiving step after observ- 
ing a display on the monitor 21 . 

[0087] However, when it is confirmed that digital im- 
age data representing a document for making a photo- 
graphic product are not recorded on the medium; this is 
transmitted to client computer 20. After receiving infor- 
mation of the confirmation that digital image data repre- 
senting a, document for making a photographic product 
are not recorded, the client computer 20 makes monitor 
21 to display the information showing that digital image 
data representing a document for making a photograph- 
ic product are not recorded, and does not conduct order 
receiving processing. Then, an operator of the client 
computer 20 rejects an order. 

2-1-4. Requesting deposit of cards 

[0088] Then, Ihe operator of the client computer 20 
requests a customer to deposit a medium on which in- 
formation of a card such as a credit card, a shopping 
chain card, a credit card or a shopping chain card is re- 
corded- Incidentally, when the credit card deposited in 
that store is a card for which the store is not a contractor, 
the customer is requested to deposit a credit cart or a 
shopping chain card for which the store is a contractor. 

2-1-5. When a credit card is deposited 

[0089] When a credit card is deposited, the operator 
inserts the deposited card into credit card readers 28, 
38 and 48. The credit card readers 28, 38 and 48 read 
the inserted credit card and read the type and the card 
number of the credit card, and sends the type and the 
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card number of the credit card thus read to client com- 
puter 20 which temporary saves the transmitted type 
and card number of the credit card. 
[0090] Then, the client computer 20 makes server 10 

5 to transmit the consecutive receipt numbers showing 
the order of receipt, and saves the received receipt 
number, order contents information, sales information 
(the amount sold calculated through the amount sold 
calculating program) and card information (type and 

io card number of a credit card) as header information. 
Then, the client computer 20 makes the server 10 to 
store the header information. Incidentally on and after 
this moment, header information in the server 10 is 
changed each time the header information is changed 

1$ by the client computer 20. 

[0091] Then, the client computer 20 transmits the 
amount sold calculated by the amount sold calculating 
program and the card number to credit card centers 821 
and 822 corresponding to the types of the credit card 

20 read, through, modem 22 (Icr example, transmits to 
credit card center* 82 T. of. "MA" Company in the case of 
a credit card of "MA" Company- while transmits to credit 
card center =822 of ; "Vl" Company- in the case of a credit 
; card of "VI" Company) lo' make the credit card center to 

25 conduct selling procedures, and to transmit information 
showing whether the selling procedures have been con- 
ducted or not and information of a liaison section includ- 
ing the zip code, an address and a telephone number 
and a name of an owner of the credit card corresponding 

30 to the card number of the transmitted credit card:? 

[0092] Then, the client computer 20 receives informa- 
tion showing whether the selling procedures have been 
conducted or not and information of a liaison section in- 
cluding the zip code, an address, a telephone number 

35 and a name of an owner of the credit card corresponding 
to the card number of the transmitted credit card, 4 from 
the credit card centers 821 and 822 through modem 22. 
[0093] Then, the client computer 20 establishes and 
registers information of a liaison section including the 

40 zip code, an address, a telephone number and a name 
of an owner of the received credit card and the receipt 
number as order information, then establishes and reg- 
isters a part of order contents information, a telephone 
number, a name and the receipt number as printing in- 

45 formation, and establishes and registers information 
showing whether the selling procedures have beencon- 
; ducted or not in sales information of the header infor- 
mation. 

[0094] When selling procedures have not been con- 
50 ducted, cash containing sections 12 is opened, and or- 
der receiving which does not employ card information 
explained in Item 2-1-9 stated later is conducted. 
[0095] When selling procedures have been conduct- 
ed, the client computer 20 makes slip issuing machine 
55 27 to issue the slip wherein information of a liaison sec- 
tion including the zip code, an address, a telephone 
number and a name of an owner of the credit card, the 
receipt number, a type of the credit card, the card 
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number, the amount sold, contents of order for photo- 
graphic processing and scheduled time for completion 
are described, and a telephone number, a name and the 
receipt number are recorded as a bar code, and a pho- 
tographic bag. 

[0096] The slip thus issued is a receipt to be given to 
the customer which also serves as a memorandum for 
delivery of the finished photographic products. The pho- 
tographic bag serves as a memo for the store, and it can 
be utilized as a container to contain an image recording 
medium and a photographic product prepared from the 
image recording medium. 

. 2-1-6. When a shopping chain card is deposited 

[0097] When a shopping chain card is deposited, the 
shopping chain card thus deposited is read by bar code 
readers 29, 39 and 49 so that the card number (repre- 
senting card ID information which sometimes includes 
characters and symbols in addition to numerals) of the 
shopping chain card is read. Then, the card number of 
the shopping chain card thus read is sent to client com- 
puter 20. The client computer 20 saves temporarily the 
transmitted card number of the shopping chain card. 
[0098] Then, the client computer 20 makes server" 10 
to transmit the consecutive receipt numbers showing 
the sequence of order receiving, and saves the received 
receipt numbers, order contents information, sales in- 
formation (the amount sold calculated by the amount 
sold calculating program) and card information (card 
number of the shopping chain card), as header informa- 
tion. Then, the client computer 20 makes the server 10 
to store the header information Incidentally, on and after 
this moment, header information in the server 10 is 
changed each time the header information is changed 
by the client computer 20. 

[0099] Then, the client computer 20 transmits the 
amount sold calculated by the amount sold calculating 
program and the card number to shopping chain center 
831 through modem 22 so that the amount sold may be 
stored, and makes the sales record in the past and in- 
formation of a liaison section composed of a zip code, 
an address, a telephone number and a name of the own- 
er of the shopping chain card corresponding to the card 
number of the transmitted shopping chain card to be 
transmitted. 

[0100] Then, it receives from the shopping chain cent- 
er 831 the sales record in the past and information of a 
liaison section composed of a zip code, an address, a 
telephone number and a name of the owner of the shop- 
ping chain card corresponding to the card number of the 
transmitted shopping chain card, through modem 22. 
[0101] Then, the client computer 20 makes monitors 
21 , 31 and 41 to display the received sales record in the 
past. Due to this, an operator of the client computer 20 
can take actions corresponding to the sales record in 
the past Further, the client computer 20 establishes and 
registers information of a liaison section composed of a 



zip code, an address, a telephone number and a name 
of the owner of the received shopping chain card and 
the card number, as order information. Further, the client 
computer 20 establishes and registers a part of order 

5 contents information, a telephone number, a name and 
the receipt number as printing information. 
[01 02] Then, when the operator of the client computer 
20 receives cash exceeding the amount sold displayed 
on monitor 21, the operator inputs the received cash. 

io After the received cash is inputted, the client computer 
20 opens cash containing section 12 so that settlement 
in cash may be made. Then, the operator of the client 
computer 20 closes the cash containing section 1 2 after 
the settlement in cash is completed. 

15 [0103] When the cash containing sections 12 is 
closed, the client computer 20 makes slip issuing ma- 
chine 27 to issue the slip wherein information of a liaison 
section including the zip code, an address, a telephone 
number and a name of an owner of the credit card, the 

20 receipt number, a type, of the credit card, the card 
number, the amount sold, contents of order for photo- 
graphic processing and scheduled time for completion 
. are described, and a telephone number, a name and the 
receipt number are recorded as a bar code, and a pho- 

25 tographic bag, presuming that the selling procedures 
have been conducted. 

[0104] The slip thus issued is a receipt to be given to 
the customer which also serves as a memorandum for 
delivery of the finished photographic products. The pho- 
30 tographic bag serves as a memo for the store, and it can 
be utilized as a container to contain an image recording 
: medium and a photographic product prepared from the 
image recording medium. 

[0105] Though the explanation stated above is made 
35 under the assumption that the store belongs to only one 
shopping chain, the store may also belong to plural 
shopping chains, and when the store belongs to plural 
shopping chains, there is required processing corre- 
sponding to the type of the shopping chain card which 
40 has been explained in the case of a credit card. 

2-1-7. When medium on which credit card information 
is recorded is deposited 

45 [0106] When a medium on which credit card informa- 
tion is recorded is deposited, an operator inserts the de- 
posited medium on which credit card information is re- 
corded into the drive corresponding to the type of * the 
medium (one drive selected from the group of floppy 

so disk drive 23 ; CD drive 24, PC card drive 25 and MO 
drive 26). 

[0107] Then, the drive in which the medium has been 
inserted reads the inserted medium to confirm whether 
the type of the credit card and the card number are re- 
55 corded on the medium or not. 

[0108] When it is confirmed that the type of the credit 
card and the card number are recorded on the medium, 
the type of the credit card and the card number are read 
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and are transmitted to client computer 20. The client 
computer 20 saves therein temporarily the transmitted 
type of the credit card and the card number. 
[0109] Incidentally, when it is confirmed that the type 
of the credit card and the card number are not recorded 
on the medium, this is transmitted to client computer 20. 
The client computer 20 makes monitor 21 to display that 
the type of the credit card or the card number is not re- 
corded, and enters the order receiving depending on no 
card information which will be explained in Item 2-1-9. 
[01 1 0] Then, the client computer 20 makes server 1 0 
to transmit the consecutive receipt numbers showing 
the order of receipt, and saves the received receipt 
number, order contents information, sales information 
(the amount sold calculated through the amount sold 
calculating program) and card information (type and 
card number of a credit card) as header information. 
Then, the client computer 20 makes the server 10 to 
store the header information. Incidentally, on and after 
this moment, header.* information in the server 10 is 
changed each time the header information is changed 
by the client computer 20.; ■ . ,• , 
[0111] - - Then,- the client computer . 20 transmits the 
amount sold -calculated by the amount sold calculating 
program and the card number to credit card centers 821 
and 822 corresponding to the types of the credit cart 
read, through • modem 22 (for example, transmits to 
credit card center 821 of "MA" Company in the case of 
a credit card of ll MA" Company, while transmits to credit 
card center 822 of "VI" Company in the case of a credit 
card of "VI" Company) to make the credit card center to 
conduct selling procedures, and-makes information 
showing whether the selling procedures have been con- 
ducted or not and information of a liaison section includ- 
ing the zip code, an address and a telephone number 
and a name of an owner of the credit card corresponding 
to the card number of the transmitted credit card to be 
transmitted. 

[01 1 2] Then, the client computer 20 receives informa- 
tion showing whether the selling procedures have been 
conducted or not and information of a liaison section in- 
cluding the zip code, an address, a telephone number 
and a name of an owner of the credit card corresponding 
to the card number of the transmitted credit card, from 
the credit card centers 821 and 822 through modem 22. 
[0113] Then, the client computer 20 establishes and 
registers information of a liaison section including the 
zip. code, an address, a telephone number and a name 
of an owner of the received credit card and the type of 
the credit card as well as the card number as order in- 
formation. The client computer establishes and regis- 
ters a part of order contents information, a telephone 
number, a name and the receipt number as printing in- 
formation. 

[01 1 4] Then, the client computer 20 saves information 
showing whether the selling procedures have been con- 
ducted or not in sales information of header information. 
When the selling procedures have not been conducted, 
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the client computer opens cash containing section 12, 
and settles accounts in cash which will be stated later. 
[0115] When selling procedures have been conduct- 
ed, the client computer 20 makes slip issuing machine 

5 27 to issue the slip wherein information of a liaison sec- 
tion including the zip code, an address, a telephone 
number and a name of an owner of the credit card, the 
receipt number, a type of the credit card, the card 
number, the amount sold, contents of order for photo- 

10 graphic processing and scheduled time for completion 
are described, and a telephone number, a name and the 
receipt number are recorded as a bar code, and a pho- 
tographic bag. 

[0116] The slip thus issued is a receipt to be given to 
is the customer which also serves as a memorandum for 
delivery of the finished photographic products. The pho- 
tographic bag serves as a memo for the store, and it can 
be utilized as a container to contain an image recording 
medium and a photographic product prepared from the 
20 image recording medium. 

2-1-8. When a medium on which shopping chain card 
information is recorded is deposited 

2S [0117] When a medium on which shopping chain card 
information is recorded is deposited, the medium on 
which shopping chain card information is. recorded is in- 
serted in the drive corresponding to the type of the me- 
dium on which shopping chain card information is re- 

30 corded (one drive selected from the group of floppy disk 
drive 23, CD drive 24, PC card drive 25 and MO drive 
26). 

[0118] Then, the drive in which the medium has been 
inserted reads the medium inserted, and confirms 
35 whether the card number of the shopping chain card is 
recorded on the medium or not. 

[0119] When it is confirmed that the card number of 
the shopping chain card and digital image data repre- 
senting a document for making a photographic product 

40 are recorded on the medium, the drive in which the me- 
dium has been inserted reads the medium inserted to 
read the card number (card ID information which some- 
times includes characters and symbols in addition to the 
numeral) of the shopping chain card recorded on the 

45 medium, and transmits the card number thus read io cli- 
ent computer 20. The client computer 20 saves tempo- 
rarily the transmitted card number of the shopping chain 
card. ■ ., • 

[0120] When it is confirmed that the card number of 
so the shopping chain card is not recorded on the medium, 
this is transmitted to client computer 20. The client com- 
puter 20 makes monitor 21 to display that the type of the 
credit card or the card number is not recorded, and en- 
ters the order receiving depending on no card informa- 
55 .tion which will be explained in Item 2-1-9. 

[0121] Then, the client-computer 20 makes server 10 
to transmit the consecutive receipt numbers showing 
the order of receipt, and saves the received receipt 
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number, order contents information, sales information 
(the amount sold calculated through the amount sold 
calculating program) and the received card information 
(the card number of the shopping chain card) as header 
information. Then, the client computer 20 makes the 
server 10 to store the header information. Incidentally, 
on and after this moment, header information in the 
server 10 is changed each time the header information 
is changed by the client computer 20. 
[0122] Then, the client computer 20 transmits the 
amount sold calculated by the amount sold calculating 
program and the card number to shopping chain center 
831 through modem 22 to make the amount sold to be 
stored, and makes the sales record in the past and in- 
formation of a liaison section including the zip code, an 
address and a telephone number and a name of an own- 
er of the shopping chain card corresponding to the card 
number of the .transmitted shopping chain card to be 
transmitted to.be transmitted. - . 

[0123] Then, the; client computer 20 receives the 
sales record in the past and information of a liaison sec- 
tion : including the zip code, an address, a telephone 
number and a name of an. owner of the shopping chain 
card corresponding to the card number of the transmit- 
ted shopping chain card, from the shopping chain center 
831 through modem 22 

[0124] Then, the client computer 20 makes monitors 
21 , 31 and 41 to display the received sales record in the 
past. Due to this, an operator of the client computer 20 
can take actions corresponding to the sales record in 
the past. Further, the client computer 20 establishes and 
registers information of a liaison section including the 
zip code, an address, a telephone number and a name 
of an owner of the received shopping chain card and the 
card number as order information, and.it further estab- 
lishes and registers a part of order contents information, 
a telephone number, a name and the receipt number as 
printing information. 

[0125] Then, when the operator of the client computer 
20 receives cash exceeding the amount sold displayed 
on monitor 21, the operator inputs the received cash. 
After the received cash is inputted, the client computer 
20 opens cash containing section 12 so that settlement 
in cash may be made. Then, the operator of the client 
computer 20 closes the cash containing section 1 2 after 
the accounts are settlement in cash. When the cash 
containing section 12 is closed, the client computer 20 
makes server 10 to transmit the consecutive receipt 
numbers showing the sequence of order receiving, and 
adds the received receipt number to header information 
to make the server 10 to store the header information. 
[01 26] The client computer 20 makes slip issuing ma- 
chine 27 to issue the slip wherein information of a liaison 
section including the zip code, an address, a telephone 
number and a name of an owner of the credit card, the 
receipt number, a type of the credit card, the card 
number, the amount sold, contents of order for photo- 
graphic processing and scheduled time for completion 



are described, and a telephone number, a name and the 
receipt number are recorded as a bar code, and a pho- 
tographic bag. 

[0127] The slip thus issued is a receipt to be given to 
s the customer which also serves as a memorandum for 
delivery of the finished photographic products. The pho- 
tographic bag serves as a memo for the store, and it can 
be utilized as a container to contain an image recording 
medium and a photographic product prepared from the 
10 image recording medium. 

[0128] Though the explanation stated above is made 
under the assumption that the store belongs to only one 
shopping chain, the store may also belong to plural 
shopping chains, and when the store belongs to plural 
75 shopping chains, there is required processing corre- 
sponding to the type of the shopping chain card which 
has been explained in the case of a credit card. 

2-1 -9. Order receiving depending on no card information 
(In the case of none of the above) • 

[0129] When neither credit card nor shopping chain 
card is deposited, and neither a medium on which credit 
card information is recorded nor a medium on which 
shopping chain card information is recorded is deposit- 
ed, an operator of client computer 20 hears from a cus- 
tomer its phone number, address and name and inputs 
them through a key board. Then, the ciient computer 20 
establishes and registers where to make contact con- 
taining the customer's address and phone number and 
the customer's name as order information. 
[0130] r Then, ciient computer 20 makes server 10 to 
transmit the consecutive receipt numbers showing the 
sequence of order receiving, and saves the received re- 
ceipt numbers and order contents information, sales in- 
formation (the amount sold calculated by the amount 
sold calculating program) and inputted order information 
(where to make contact containing a phone number or 
an address), as header information. Then, client com- 
puter 20 establishes and registers-a part of the order 
contents information, the phone number and the name 
as printing information. Then, client computer 20 makes 
server 1 0 to store these header information. Incidentally, 
on and after this moment, header information in the 
server 10 is changed each time the header information 
is changed by the client computer 20. 
[01 31] Then, when the operator of the client computer 
20 receives cash exceeding the amount sold displayed 
on monitors 21 , 31 and 41 , the operator inputs the re- 
ceived cash. After the received cash is inputted, the cli- 
ent computer 20 opens cash containing section 12 so 
that settlement in cash may be made. Then, the operator 
of the client computer 20 closes the cash containing sec- 
tion 12 after the settlement in cash is completed. When 
the cash containing sections 12 is closed, the client 
computer 20 updates sales information, judging that the 
selling procedures have been completed. 
[0132] Then, the client computer 20 makes slip issu- 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



SO 



30 

BNSDOCID: <EP 0936502A1_L> 



m 



59 

ing machine 27 to issue the slip wherein information of 
a liaison section including the zip code, an address, a 
telephone number and a name of an owner of the credit 
card, the receipt number, a type of the credit card, the 
card number, the amount sold, contents of order for pho- 5 
tographic processing and scheduled time for completion 
are described, and a telephone number, a name and the 
receipt number are recorded as a bar code, and a pho- 
tographic bag. 

[0133] The slip thus issued is a receipt to be given to 
the customer which also serves as a memorandum for 
delivery of the finished photographic products. The pho- 
tograph ic bag serves as a memo for the store, and it can 
be utilized as a container to contain an image recording 
medium and a photographic product prepared from the 
image recording medium. 

2-2. Order receiving processing through telephone line 

[0134] Incidentally, since client computer 20 of the 
photographic processing system in the present embod- 
iment is connected to the telephone line through modern 
22, an order for photographic processing is sometimes 
received directly by way of the telephone line through 
modem 22. 

[0135] In this case, digital image data representing a 
document for photographic products, order contents in- 
formation relating to the order contents for photographic 
processing, where to make contact of an orderer (an 
electronic mail address and a name) and a type and a 
number of the credit card owned by an orderer are trans- 
mitted first from the orderer in accordance with the pre- 
scribed standards, and then are received by client com- 
puter 20 through modem 22. The client computer 20 
saves temporarily all cf these information. . 
[0136] Then, client computer 20 makes server 10 to 
transmit the consecutive receipt numbers showing the 
sequence of order receiving, and saves the received re- 
ceipt numbers, order contents information and card in- 
formation (an electronic mail address and a name) as 
header information. Then, client computer 20 makes 
sever 10 to store the header information. Incidentally, 
on ; and after this moment, header information in the 
server 10 is changed each time the header information 
is changed by the client computer 20. 
[0137] Then, the client computer 20 calculates the 
amount sold for photographic processing of order con- 
tents shown by the received order contents information 
by the use of the amount sold calculating program, and 
saves them as sales information, (the amount sold) of 
header information. Then, it transmits the amount sold 
to where to make contact (electronic mail address) for 
the confirmation of the order, by which the orderer can 
confirm the amount sold. Then,. the reply for confirma- 
tion of the order is transmitted from the orderer. When 
the reply is received by the client computer 20, the client 
computer 20 transmits information of the amount sold 
calculated by the amount sold calculating program and 
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the card number to credit card centers 821 and 822 cor- 
responding to the types of the transmitted credit cards, 
through modem 22 (for example, transmits to credit card 
center 821 of "MA" Company in the case of a credit card 
of "MA" Company, while transmits to credit card center 
822 of "VT Company in the case of a credit card of "Vl" 
Company) to make the credit card center to conduct sell- 
ing procedures, and to transmit information showing 
whether the selling procedures have been conducted or 
not and information of a liaison section including the zip 
code, an address and a telephone number and a name 
of an owner of the credit card corresponding to the card 
number of the transmitted credit card. 
[0138] Then, the client computer 20 receives informa- 
tion showing whether the selling procedures have been 
conducted or not and information of a liaison section in- 
cluding the zip code, an address, a telephone number 
and a name of an owner of the credit card corresponding 
to the card number of the transmitted credit card, from 
the credit card centers 821 and 822 through modem 22 
who transmitted. 

[01 39] Then, the client computer 20 saves information 
showing whether the selling procedures have been con- 
ducted or not in sales information of header information. 
When the selling procedures have not been conducted, 
the client computer sends to the electronic mail address 
the reply showing that selling procedures have.not con- 
ducted, through modem 22, and eliminates header in- 
formation relating to this order. 

[0140] When the selling procedures have been con- 
ducted, the client computer 20 establishes and registers 
information of a liaison section including the -zip code, 
an address, a telephone number and a name of an own- 
er of the received credit card as order information. A part 
of order contents information, a telephone number, a 
name and the receipt number are further established 
and registered as printing information. fi - - 

[0141] Then, the client computer 20 makes slip issu- 
ing machine 27 to issue the slip wherein information of 
a liaison section including the zip code, an address, a 
telephone number and a name of an owner.of the credit 
card, the receipt number, a type of the credit card, the 
card number, the amount sold, contents of order for pho- 
tographic processing and scheduled time for completion 
are described, and a telephone number, a name and the 
receipt number are recorded as a bar code, and a pho- 
tographic bag. / 

[0142] The slip thus issued is a receipt to be given to 
the customer; which is put in a photographic bag be- 
cause it can not be handed to the customer. The photo- 
graphic bag serves as a memo for the store, and it can 
be utilized as a container to contain an image recording 
medium and a photographic product prepared Irom the 
image recording medium. * 1 ; ■ ■ 

2-3. Order receiving processing through internet 

[0143] Incidentally, since client computer 20 of the 
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photographic processing system in the present embod- 
iment is connected to an internet by way of the tele- 
phone line through modem 22, an order for photograph- 
ic processing is sometimes received by way of the tele- 
phone line such as the internet through modem 22. 
[0144] In this case, for example, a home page menu 
for receiving digital image data representing a document 
for making a photographic product, order contents infor- 
mation relating to order contents for photographic 
processing from the digital image data, and the type and 
number of a credit card owned by an orderer of photo- 
graphic processing is provided on a provider, and there 
are provided an order receiving means which receives 
digital image data representing a document for making 
a photographic product, order contents information re- 
lating to order contents for photographic processing 
from the digital image data, and the type and number of 
the credit card, the amount sold calculating means 
which calculates the amount sold for photographic 
processing in the order contents shown by the order 
contents information from the order contents informa- 
tion received by the order receiving means, and a trans- 
mitting/receiving means which transmits the calculated 
amount sold and card number to the credit card center 
corresponding to the type of the credit card to make it 
to conduct selling procedures and to make it to transmit 
information relating to the name and where to make con- 
tact of the owner of the credit card, and receives infor- 
mation relating to the name and where to make contact 
of the owner of the credit card from the credit card cent- 
er 

[0145] Incidentally, the amount sold calculating 
means is the same as the amount sold calculating pro- 
gram mentioned above. 

[01 46] These means provided on the provider operate 
as follows. 

[0147] First of all, the order receiving means provided 
on the provider receives digital image data representing 
a document for making a photographic product and or- 
der contents information relating to order contents for 
photographic processing which have been transmitted 
from a customer by the use of a home page menu of the 
store. 

[0148] Then, the amount sold calculating means in 
the order receiving means calculates the amount sold 
for photographic processing of order contents shown by 
the order contents information, from digital image data 
and order contents information both transmitted from 
the customer. < 
[0149] Then, the amount sold calculated by the 
amount sold calculating means is displayed to the cus- 
tomer on the home page menu of the store. Due to this, 
the customer can confirm the amount sold. 
[0150] Then, when online sign-up is conducted from 
the customer, the type and the number of the credit card 
owned by the customer are transmitted to the provider, 
and the order receiving means receives them. 
[0151] Then, the transmitting/receiving means provid- 
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ed on the provider transmits the calculated amount sold 
and the card number to the credit card center corre- 
sponding to the type of the credit card which received 
by the order receiving means (for example, transmits to 
s credit card center 821 of "MA" Company in the case of 
a credit card of "MA" Company, while transmits to credit 
card center 822 of "VI" Company in the case of a credit 
card of "VI " Company) to make selling procedures to be 
conducted, and to make information showing whether 
10 selling procedures have been conducted or not, and in- 
formation relating to liaison section including a name, a 
zip code, an address, a phone number of the owner of 
the credit card to be transmitted, and receives informa- 
tion relating to the name of the owner of the credit card 
is and its liaison section from the information showing 
whether selling procedures have been conducted or not 
and from the credit card center. 

[0152] When selling procedures have not been con- 
ducted, it is displayed on the home page menu of the 
20 store that selling procedures have not been conducted 
so that the customer may learn it, and procedures there- 
after are not conducted, showing the end of the proce- 
dure. ■■ 
[0153] When selling procedures have been conduct- 
25 ed, it is displayed on the home page menu of the store 
that selling procedures have been conducted sothat the 
customer may learn it, and a transmitting/receiving 
means provided on the provider transmits digital image 
data representing a document to make photographic 
30 products, order contents information relating to order 
contents of photographing processing from the digital 
image data, a type and a card number of the credit card 
owned by the orderer of this photographic processing, 
information relating to the name and where to make con- 
35 tact of the owner of the credit card and the amount sold, 
to client computer 20 through modem 22 
[0154] When the transmission mentioned above is 
conducted, the client computer 20 stores therein all in- 
formation temporarily. - - 
40 [0155] Then the client computer 20 makes server 10 
to transmit consecutive receipt numbers showing the 
sequence of order receiving, and stores the digital im- 
age data and header information of the digital image da- 
ta including the receipt number, order contents informa- 
^5 tion, sales information (the amount so!d), card informa- 
tion (type and number of the credit card) and order in- 
formation (where to make contact such as a zip code, 
an address, a phone number and a name, all received. 
Then, the client computer establishes and registers a 
50 part of the order contents information, the phone 
number, the name and the receipt number as printing 
information. Then the client computer 20 makes the 
server 10 to store the header information. Incidentally, 
on and after this moment, header information in the 
55 server 10 is changed each time the header information 
is changed by the client computer 20. 
[0156] Then, the client computer 20 makes slip issu- 
ing machine 27 to issue the slip wherein information of 
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a liaison section including the zip code, an address, a 
telephone number and a name of an owner of the credit 
card, the receipt number, a type of the credit card, the 
card number, the amount sold, contents of order for pho- 
tographic processing and scheduled time for completion 
are described, and atelephone number, a name and the 
receipt number are recorded as a bar code, and a pho- 
tographic bag. 

[0157] The slip thus issued is a receipt to be given to 
the customer which is put in a photographic bag be- 
cause it can not be handed to the customer The photo- 
graphic bag serves as a memo for the store, and it can 
be utilized as a container to contain an image recording 
medium and a photographic product prepared from the 
image recording medium. 

2-4. Processing conducted on the part of client 
computer for image recording medium for which an 
order is accepted 

[0158] . Then, either one of the following steps is taken 
depending on the type of image recording medium rep- 
resenting a photographic document deposited. . 



computer 20 inserts this image recording medium in the 
drive corresponding to the type of the image recording 
medium representing the photographic document de- 
posited, then, this drive reads a frame image recorded 

5 on the inserted image recording medium, the client com- 
puter 20 starts the image processing program stated 
above, and conducts image processing (image maneu- 
vering) in accordance with order contents by conducting 
gradation processing on a necessary frame image 

io among frame images thus read to make the frame im- 
age to be output-use digital image data, and saves them 
in output-use folder 53 together with header information. 
The operator of the client computer 20 puts the image 
recording medium representing the photographic docu- 

is ment deposited in thephotographic bag, and handles it 
to an operator of printer processor 1 . 

2-4-3. In the case where the object is one which can be 
obtained on client computer 20 when an image 
20 recording medium representing a photographic 

document deposited is one which can be processed on 
the part of client computer 20 (hereinafter referred to as 
Case C) . . • 



2-4- T. In the case where an image recording medium 
representing a photographic document deposited is one 
which can be processed only on the part of printer 
processor 1 (hereinafter referred to as Case A) 

[0159] Namely, when an image recording medium 
representing a photographic document is either one of 
reflection documents such as an undeveloped photo- 
graphic film, a developed photographic film, a photo- 
graphic print and a printed matter, it is processed on the 
part of the printer processor 1 . Accordingly, a file includ- 
ing only header information is stored in work command- 
ing folder, (for example: a folder named "Task") 52 in cli- 
ent computer 20. An operator of the client computer 20 
puts the image recording medium representing the pho- 
tographic document deposited in the photographic bag, 
and handles it to an operator of printer processor 1 . 
[0160] Incidentally, in this case, when the object is one 
capable of being processed on the part of client compu- 
ter 20, it is stored in input -use folders 54, 55 and 56 as 
input-use digital image data as will be described, to be 
processed. 

2-4-2. in the case where the-object is one which can not 
be obtained on client computer. 20 when an image 
recording medium representing a photographic 
document deposited is one which can be processed on 
the part of client computer 20 (hereinafter referred to as 
Case B) 

[0161] Namely, when the object is a photographic 
print in the case where an image recording medium rep- 
resenting a photographic document is either one of a 
floppy disk, CD, PC card and MO, an operator of client 



25 [0162] Namely, when the object is to record on either 
one of a floppy disk, CD, PC card and MO, irulne-case 
where an image recording medium representing a pho- 
tographic document is either one of a floppy disk, CD, 
PC card and MO, an operator of client computer 20 in- 

30 serts this image recording medium in the drive corre- 
sponding to the type of the image recording medium rep- 
resenting the photographic document deposited, then, 
this drive reads a frame image recorded on the inserted 
image recording medium, and the operator otthe client 

35 computer 20 inserts the image recording medium rep- 
resenting the object into the drive corresponding to the 
type of the image recording medium representing the 
object, then, the client computer 20 starts the image 
processing program stated above, and conducts image 

40 processing (image maneuvering) in accordance with or- 
der contents by conducting gradation processing on a 
necessary frame image among Irame images thus read 
to make the frame image to be recording-medium-re- 
cording-use digital image data, and makes them to be 

45 recorded on an image recording medium of the object, 
together with header information. 
[0163] Incidentally, in this case, card information of 
the header information is recorded in accordance with 
specific standards. Namely, when conducting order re- 

50 ceiving by the use of information of a type and a number 
of a credit card, the type and the number of the credit 
card are recorded in a way that they can be read out 
when an order receiving is processed by the image re- 
cording medium thereafter In the same way, when con- 

55 ducting order receiving by the use of information of a 
number of a shopping card; the card number of a shop- 
ping chain card may be read out from the image record- 
ing medium when an order receiving is processed by 
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thg image recording medium thereafter. 
[0164] Then, the operator of the client computer 20 
takes out an image recording medium representing a 
photographic document and an image recording medi- 
um representing the object, put them in a photographic 
bag, and puts it in a box for finished products. The client 
computer 20 makes server 10 to store header informa- 
tion including information showing the processing has 
been finished. 

2-5. Image processing carried out on the part of client 
computer 

2-5-1. On the client computer 20, there is set specific 
output-use folder 53 (for example: the name of the folder 
is "Print") representing the common place of interface 
between the client computer 20 and host computer 1 00. 
\n the photographic processing system in the present 
embodiment, outputTuse digital image data are saved in 
the output-use folder 53. 

[0165] Due to this, even when a large amount of digital 
image data are transmitted through modem 727, or even 
when a large amount of output- use digital image data 
are generated at a time, it does not happen that a large 
amount of output-use digital image data are transmitted 
to the host computer 1 00 side at a time, and it is thereby 
possible to prevent that shortage of storage capacity is 
caused on the host computer 100 to interrupt satisfac- 
tory output and that an operation to generate output-use 
digital image data is made to be impossible. 
[0166] Since it is not necessary to access from the 
part of the client computer 20 to the part of host compu- 
ter 100, the photographic system in the present embod- 
iment is arranged so that it is impossible to access from 
the part of the client computer 20 to the part of host com- 
puter 1 00. Due to this, it is possible to prevent an inva- 
sion from the part of the client computer 20 to the part 
of host computer 100 included in printer processor 1 . 
[0167] Even when a program of the host computer 
1 00 of the printer processor 1 is not kept to be one which 
corresponds to the newly developed program which is 
to be provided on the client computer 20, the program 
of the host computer 100 can function satisfactorily. 

2-5-2. tnput-use folder storing input-use digital image 
data 

[0168] On the client computer 20, there is set each of 
specific input-use folders 54, 55 and 56 representing the 
common place of interface between the client computer 
20 and host computer 100 for each of image processing 
program. For example, input-use folder 54(for exampie: 
a folder whose name is "On Line") is established, cor- 
responding to image processing program whose name 
is "Inter Net Photo Service" (trade name), while, input- 
use folder 55 (for example: a folder whose name is 
"PCI") is established, corresponding to image process- 



ing program whose name is "PC Picture Show" (trade 
name). 

[0169] Host computer 100 is one which converts dig- 
ital image data inputted from film scanner 600 or from 
5 flat bed scanner 170 into input-use digital image data 
for generation, separately from client computers 20, 30 
and 40: 

[0170] Then, the host computer 100 transmits, in ac- 
cordance with its command, the input-use digital image 

10 data generated by the host computer 100 to the appro- 
priate input-use folder among input-use folders 54, 55 
and 56 established respectively by client computers 20, 
30 and 40, and makes the input-use folder to save the 
digital image data. 

is [0171] Incidentally, the input-use folder is a specific 
folder representing a common plate of interface be- 
tween client computers 20, 30 and 40 and host compu- 
ter 100. 

[01 72] Under the condition stated above, a specific in- 
20 put-use folder representing a common place of the in- 
terface between host computer 100 and each of client 
computers 20, 30 and 40 is established on each of client 
computers 20, 30 and 40, and thereby input-use digital 
image data are saved. It is therefore unnecessary to 
25 save a large amount of input-use digital image data on 
the part of the host computer 100 even when a large 
amount of input-use digital image data are generated 
on the part of the host computer 1 00, and it is prevented 
that storage capacity shortage is caused on the part of 
30 the host computer 100 to inhibit satisfactory output. In 
addition, since no access can be carried out from the 
part of the client computers 20, 30 and 40 to the part of 
the host computer 100, an invasion from the client com- 
puters 20, 30 and 40 to the part of the host computer 
'35 100 included in printer processor 1 can be prevented. 

2-5-3. Image processing program generating output- 
use digital image data ** ■ 

40 [0173] Next, there will be explained an image 
processing program which generates output-use digital 
image data for obtaining of hard copies of the image 
through the printer processor 1 . This image forming pro- 
gram. This is image processing program 51 executed 

45 by the client computer 20 in the case B stated above. 
[0174] In this image processing program, client com- 
puter 20 reads digital image data for which the order has 
been received, and displays on monitor 21 the repro- 
duced image of the hard copy of the read digital image 

so data and contents of header information. 

[0175] Then, the client computer 20 conducts image 
processing and obtains output-use digital image data- 
folder 53, in accordance with input from a key board from 
an operator, while displaying reproduced images of hard 

55 copies of digital image data in process and the image 
processing status on monitor 21. 
[0176] The client computer displays on the monitor 21 
the reproduced images of hard copies of the obtained 
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output-use digital image data and contents of header in- 
formation, and saves the obtained output-use digital im- 
age data together with header information on output-use 
folder 53 through input representing the confirmation of 
an operator. 5 

2-5-4. Program to record input-use digital image data 
on a medium 

[0177] Next, there will be explained a program for re- 10 
cording on a medium input-use digital image data ob- 
tained by host computer 100 of printer processor 1 and 
stored in input-use folders 54, 55 and 56 from the host 
computer 100. This is program 51 executed by the client 
computer 20 when the object is recording of digital im- is 
age data on a medium in an occasion or Case A. 
[0178] In this program, the client computer 20 judges 
whether input-use digital image data are saved in input- 
use folders 54, 55 and 56 or not. When input-use digital 
image data are saved in input-use folders 54, 55 and 20 
56, the sequence advances to the next step. 
[0179] Next, an image processing program corre- 
sppnding;to input-use folders 54, 55 and 56 in which in- 
put-use digital image data are saved is started, and in- 
put-use digital image data saved in the input-use folders 2s 
54, 55 and 56 are read. For example, . when input-use 
digital image data are saved in the input-use folder 55 
(for example: a folder whose name is "PC1"), image 
processing program 51 (name is "PC Picture Show 
(trade name)) corresponding to the input-use folder 55 30 
is started to read input-use digital image data saved in 
the input-use folder 55. 

[0180] In this image processing program 51 , the client 
computer 20 displays on monitor 21 a reproduced image 
of a hard copy of the read input^use digital image data 35 
and contents of header information. 
[0181] The client computer 20 conducts image 
processing in accordance with input from an operator 
and obtains medium-use digital image data, while dis- 
playing on monitor 21 a reproduced image of a hard 40 
copy of digital image data in process and the state of 
image processing. 

[0182] The client computer displays on monitor 21a 
reproduced image of a hard copy of the obtained medi- 
um-use digital image data and contents of header infor- 45 
mation, and records the obtained medium-use digital 
image data on the medium of the corresponding medi- 
um drive together with header information, through input 
of an operator for confirmation. 

[0183] Incidentally, in this case, card information of so 
header information is recorded in accordance with spe- 
cific standards. Namely, when conducting order receiv- 
ing by the use of information of the type and number of 
a credit card, the card information is recorded so that 
the type and number of the credit card can be read out S5 
when order receiving processing is conducted with an 
image recording medium in the future. In the same way, 
when conducting order receiving by the use of informa- 
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tion of the number of a shopping chain card, the card 
information is recorded so that the number of the shop- 
ping chain card can be read out when order receiving 
processing is conducted with an image recording medi- 
um in the future. 

[0184] Then, the media on which the obtained medi- 
um-use digital image data are recorded are put in the 
corresponding photographic bag after order information 
of header information is checked. Then, the client com- 
puter 20 makes server 10 to store header information 
including information showing that processing is over. < 

2-6. Processing in film developing machine 

[0185] Next, processing for developing an undevel- 
oped photographic film in film processing machine 2 will 
be explained. This is processing executed when a pho- 
tographic document is an undeveloped photographic 
film on the occasion of the case A stated above. - 
[0186] First of all, an operator of printer processor 1 
takes out an undeveloped photographic film (which is 
naturally contained in a cartridge) contained in a photo- 
graphic bag from an operator of the client computeri^O, 
and records the same number on the tip portion bOhe 
photographic film and on the photographic bag (the 
most simple way is to paste seals on each of which "the 
same number is printed on the tip portion of the photo- 
graphic film and on the photographic bag). Then,theop- 
erator sets the undeveloped photographic film on film 
processing machine 2. 

[0187] Then, the photographic films are processed in 
the order for setting them on the film processing ma- 
chine 2, and are ejected out of the film processing ma- 
chine 2 in succession after the prescribed period oftime 
from the start of processing. Accordingly, it is efficient if 
photographic bags are arranged in the order of setting 
the films. Then, each of the photographic films ejected 
out of the film processing machine 2 is combined with a 
photographic bag, using the number recorded on the tip 
portion of the photographic film. * 
[01 88] If the order content of photographic processing 
is only to process a photographic film, the processed 
film is put in a photographic. bag which is then put in a 
finished product box. Further, header information of or- 
der information is made to be of prepared by inputting 
the receipt number through key board 120, and informa- 
tion of server 10 is updated. 

[0189] When the order content of photographic 
processing includes processing of a photographic film 
and processing accompanying image pickup on the 
processed photographic film, an order for reading imag- 
es recorded on the photographic film is waited by film 
scanner 600 of a printer processor. 

2-7. Reading processing of host computer 

[0190] Incidentally, host computer 100 can generate 
output-use digital image data, separately from output- 
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use digital image data read from client computer 20, by 
conducting image processing from input digital image 
data inputted from film scanner 600, flat bed scanner 
170, PC card reader 140 and CD drive 150. 
[0191] When an image recording medium represent- s 
ing a photographic document deposited is one which 
can be processed only on the part of printer processor 
1, namely, when the image recording medium is either 
one of reflection documents such as an undeveloped 
photographic film, a developed photographic film, a pho- 10 
tographic print and a printed matter, input digital image 
data are inputted in host computer 1 00 from film scanner 
600 or from flat bed scanner 170. Incidentally, when an 
image recording medium representing a photographic 
document deposited is an undeveloped photographic is 
film, the image recording medium is processed by film 
processing machine 2, and frame images recorded on 
the photographic film are read by film scanner 600, as 
explained in Item. 2-6. 

[0192] An operator of printer processor 1 takes image 20 
recording medium (photographic film or reflection doc- 
ument) out of a photographic bag first, then, sets it on 
the corresponding image reading apparatus (film scan- 
ner 600 and flat bed scanner .1 70), and inputs the.receipt 
number of order information through key board 120 by 25 
observing the receipt number recorded on the photo- 
graphic bag. Then, host computer 100 reads header in- 
formation corresponding to the order information out of 
work instruction folder (example: folder whose name is 
"Task") 52. Then, the host computer 100 makes image 30 
reading apparatus (film scanner 600 or flat bed scanner 
170) to read images from image recording medium 
(photographic film and reflection document), and makes 
input digital image data thus obtained to be transmitted 
so that the transmitted input digital image data can be 35 
saved in the input-use folder (example: folder whose 
name is "Input") provided on the host computer 100 to- 
gether with header information. 

2-8 Image processing of host computer 40 

[0193] With regard to a processing program of host 
computer 100, its flov/ing processing program runs si- 
multaneously and in parallel with a processing program 
for saving input digital image data explained in Item 2-7 
above in input-use folder (example: folder whose name 
is "Input") in host computer 100, as shown in Fig. 8 rep- 
resenting a flow diagram for a processing program of 
host computer 100. Next a processing program which 
is flowing as shown in Fig. 8 will be explained with ref- so 
erence to Figs. 7 and 8. 

[0194] A processing program of host computer 100 
flows as shown in Fig. 8 which is a flow chart of the 
processing program of host computer 100. It will be ex- 
plained based on Figs. 7 and 8 as follows. 55 
[0195] First, a work instruction folder (folder whose 
name is "Task") in client computers 20, 30 and 40 is 
searched at S1 , and it is judged whether or not a file of 
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only header information is saved in the work instruction 
folder (example: folder whose name is "Task") in client 
computers 20, 30 and 40. If the file of only header infor- 
mation is not saved in the work instruction folder (exam- 
ple: folder whose name is "Task") in client computers 
20, 30 and 40, the step advances to S11 . When the file 
of only header information is saved in the work instruc- 
tion folder (example: folder whose name is "Task") in cli- 
ent computers 20, 30 and 40, the step advances to S2. 
[0196] Next, the file of only header information saved 
in the work instruction folder (example: folder whose 
name is "Task") in client computer 20, 30 and 40 is read 
at the step of S2 and the step advances to S3. 
[0197] Then, at the step of S3, the file of only header 
information thus read is saved in the work instruction 
folder (example: folder whose name is "Task") in host 
computer 100, and step advances to S4. 
[0198] . Then, at the step of S4, the file is saved in the 
work instruction folder (example: folder whose name is 
"Task") in host computer 100, and the file of only header 
information saved in the work instruction folder (exam- 
ple: folder whose name is "Task") in client computers 
20, 30 and 40 is deleted, and the step returns to S'\ . 
[0199] At the step IT, output-use 1 folder (example: 
folder whose name is "Print") in host computer 100 is 
searched, and thereby it is judged whether or not output- 
use digital image data are saved in output-use folder 
(example: folder whose name is "Print") in host compu- 
ter 100. When output-use digital image data are not 
saved in the output-use folder (example: folder whose 
name is "Print") in host computer 100, the step advanc- 
es to S21. When output-use digital image data are 
saved in the output-use folder (example: folder whose 
name is "Print") in host computer 100, the step advanc- 
es to S1 2. 

[0200] - Next, output-use digital image data saved in 
output-use folder (example: folder whose name is 
"Print") in host computer 100 are read together with 
header information at the step S12. 
[0201] Then, at the step S1 3, from cutput-use digital 
image data thus read, digital image data for image re- 
cording including header information such as print quan- 
tity information, magazine selection information, longi- 
tudinal/lateral information, cutting length information 
and printing information are obtained through process- 
ing for recording which will be described later, and they 
are saved in image-recording-use folder (example: fold- 
er whose name is "Recording"). 

[0202] Then, at the step S 14, output-use digital image 
data corresponding to image-recording-use digital im- 
age data which are saved in output-use folder (example: 
folder whose name is "Print") in host computer 1 00, then 
are read out at S12, and are saved at S1 3 are deleted 
together with header information for them, and the step 
returns to S11 . 

[0203] At the step S21, input-use folder (example: 
folder whose name is "Input") in host computer 10 is 
searched, and it is judged whether or not input digital 
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image data are saved in input-use folder (example: fold- 
er whose name is "Input") in host computer 100. When 
input digital image data are not saved in input-use folder 
(example: folder whose name is "Input") in host compu- 
ter 1 00, the step advances to step S31 . When input dig- 
ital image data are saved in input-use folder (example: 
folder whose name is "Input") in host computer 100 ; the 
step advances to step S22. 

[0204] Next, at the step S22, input digital image data 
saved in input-use folder (folder whose name is "Input") 
in host computer 1 00 are read together with their header 
information, and thereby, output-use digital image data 
and their header information are obtained, or input-use 
digital image data and their header information are ob- 
tained, in accordance with input from touch panel 180 
or key board 120. In this case, information necessary as 
header information of the aforesaid data is displayed on 
monitor 1 90, and input from touch panel 1 80 or from key 
board 120. is controlled so that the necessary informa- 
tion stated above may be obtained: Incidentally, neces- 
sary information as header information is the same as 
that described;above.. :^ - 

[0205] : ; When output-use digital image data* and their 
header information are obtained at the step of S23; they 
are saved; in output-use folder (example: folder whose 
name is "Print") inhost computer 100, while when input- 
use digital image data and their header information are 
obtained; they are transmitted to either one (example: 
folder whose name is "PC1 ", folder whose name is "On- 
Line" or folder whose.name is "ODE V") of input-use fold- 
ers of client computer 20 shown by the header informa- 
tion, to be saved. "V 
[0206] Then, at the step S24,. input digital image data 
corresponding to digital image data saved in input-use 
folder (example: folder whose name is "Print") in host 
computer 100, then read out at S22, and savedat S23 
are deleted together with header information for them, 
and the step returns to S11 . 

[0207] Next, at the step S31 , output -use folder (exam- 
ple: folder whose name is "Print") in client computer 20 
is searched by host computer 100, and it is judged 
whether or not output-use digital image data are saved 
in output-use folder (example: folder whose name is 
"Print") in client computer 20. When output-use digital 
image data are not saved in any of output-use folder (ex- 
ample: folder whose name :s "Print") in client computer 
20, the step returns to step S11 . When output-use digital 
image data are saved in either of output-use folder (ex- 
ample: folder whose name is "Print") in client computer 
20, the step advances to step S32. 
[0208] Next, at the step S32, the command from host 
computer 100 makes output-use digital image data 
saved in either one of output-use folders (example: fold- 
er whose name is "Print") in client computer 20 to be 
read together with their header information and to be 
transmitted to host computer 100. 
[0209] Then, at the step S33, from output-use digital 
image data thus read, digital image data for image re- 



cording including header information such as print quan- 
tity information, magazine selection information, longi- 
tudinal/lateral information, cutting length information 
and printing information are obtained through proeess- 
5 ing for recording such as image processing which will 
be described later, and they are saved in image-record- 
ing-use folder (example: folder whose name is "Record- 
ing"). 

[0210] Then, at the step S34, output-use digital image 
10 data corresponding to image-recording-use digital im- 
age data which are saved in either one of output-use 
folders (example: folder whose name is "Print") in client 
computer 20, then are read out at S32, and are saved 
at S33 are deleted together with their header informa- 
15 tion, and the step returns to S11 . 

[0211] This is a way how the processing program of 
host computer 100 flows. 

2-9. Output processing of printer processor 
20 .. . \ : 

[0212] Next, with reference to Figs. 1 1 - 7, there' will be 
explained a processing to obtain [prints based on image - 
recording-use digital image data saved in- image-record- 
ing^use folder (example: folder whose name 1 is "Record- 
's ing") in host computer 100. - ' ' : ■ 

[021 3] First, exposure control section 209 of exposure 
unit 200 starts reading successively image-recording- 
use digital image data saved irv image-recording- use 
folder (example: folder whose name is "Recording") in 
30 host computer 100, in time to the timing of exposure. 
Then, the exposure control section 209 conducts the op- 
erations to transmit magazine selection information and 
cutting information which represent header information 
of the read image-recording-use digital image data to 
35 feed-out section 230, then, to transmit printing informa- 
tion representing header information of the read image- 
recording-use digital image data to conveyance section 
290, then, to generate image recording signals for ex- 
posure section 250 from the read image-recording-use 
40 digital image data and to transmit them to exposure sec- 
tion 250, for the number of times corresponding to print 
quantity information representing header information of 
image-recording-use digital image data. 
[0214] Thereupon, the feed-out section 230 feeds out 
45 print-use light-sensitive material P from magazine 210 
selected based on the transmitted magazine selection 
information for the number of times corresponding to 
print quantity information, and feeds the light-sensitive 
material P to exposure section 250 after cutting it to the 
50 cutting length of a sheet based on the transmitted cutting 
length information, while, the exposure section 250 ex- 
poses, based on the transmitted image recording sig- 
nals, the sheet -shaped print-use light-sensitive material 
P fed from the feed-out section 230, and the conveyance 
55 section 290 conveys the print-use light-sensitive mate- 
rial P to automatic processing machine 300 while print- 
ing on the print-use light-sensitive material P which has 
been exposed by the exposure section 250, based on 
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the transmitted printing information, thus, prints in quan- 
tity corresponding to print quantity information are ob- 
tained through processing of the automatic processing 
machine 300.* 

[021 5] When exposure control from image-recording- 
use digital image data thus read is completed, the ex- 
posure control section 209 adds header information of 
"exposed" to the image-recording-use digital image da- 
ta saved in an image-recording-use folder (example: 
folder whose name is "Recording") in host computer 
100. 

[0216] Then, the automatic processing machine 300 
successively conveys prints to sorter 400 which sorts 
the conveyed prints to each order information, based on 
order information of header information added to output- 
use digital image data corresponding to the conveyed 
print. An operator of printer processor 1 puts the sorted 
print in a photographic bag on which the corresponding 
receipt number is recorded; after observing the receipt 
number printed on the print, and puts the photographic 
bag in a finished product storage box. In addition, the 
operator inputs the receipt number from key board 120 
so that the order information may be made to be "fin- 
ished" and information of server 10 may be updated. 

2-10. Delivery processing 

[0217] Next, delivery of photographic products which 
have been finished and have not been handed to an or- 
derer will be explained with reference to Fig 1 
[021 8] First of all, when a customer who is an orderer 
visits the store where the photographic processing sys- 
tem of the present embodiment is installed, an operator 
of client computer 20 deals with the customer, asking 
the customer to deposit a credit card, a shopping chain 
card, or a credit card. When the credit card deposited 
by the customer is of a card type with which the store 
has not made a contract, the customer is asked to de- 
posit a credit card or a shopping chain card with which 
the store has made a contract. 

2-10-1. When a credit card is deposited 

[0219] When a credit card is deposited, the operator 
of client computer 20 inserts the deposited card in credit 
card reader 28. The credit card reader 28 reads the in- 
serted credit card by reading the type and the number 
of the credit card, and transmits the type and the number 
of the credit card thus read to client computer 20. 
[0220] The client computer 20 transmits, through mo- 
dem 22, the card number to credit card center 821 or 
822 corresponding to the type of the credit card which 
has been read (for example, transmits to credit card 
center 821 of "MA" Company in the case of a credit card 
of "MA" Company, while transmits to credit card center 
822 of "VI ■ Company in the case of a credit card of "vT* 
Company), and makes the credit card center to transmit 
where to make contact including a zip code, an address, 
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a phone number and a name of the owner of the credit 
card corresponding to the card number of the credit card 
transmitted. 

[0221 ] Then, the client computer 20 receives from the 
s credit card centers 821 and 822 to which the client com- 
puter transmitted, where to make contact including a zip 
code, an address, a phone number and a name of the 
owner of the credit card corresponding to the card 
number of the credit card transmitted; through modem 
io 22. 

[0222] Then, the client computer 20 makes monitor 
21 to display where to make contact including a zip 
code, an address, a phone number and a name of the 
owner of the credit card received. 

*5 [0223] In addition, the client computer 20 transmits 
the received phone number and the name, and makes 
server 10 to retrieve the order information including the 
receipt number, order contents and current status for un- 
delivered photographic products corresponding to the 

20 phone number and the name mentioned above, ^and to 
send a reply. The client computer 20 makes monitor 29 
to display thereon the receipt number, order content in- 
formation and information showing whether or not the 
order information has been made to be "finished 11 for 

25 photographic products which correspond to ihe re- 
ceived phone number and the name and have not been 
delivered. 

[0224] Then, after observing the receipt number on 
the monitor 21 showing that the order information has 

30 been made to be "finished", the operator of the client 
computer 20 searches the finished product storage box 
for the photographic bag on which the receipt number 
is recorded, then, makes a bar code recorded on the 
photographic bag thus found out to be read by bar code 

35 reader 29, and hands this photographic product con- 
tained in the photographic bag to the orderer. 
[0225] Then, the bar code reader reads a bar code 
recorded on the photographic bag and transmits it to cli- 
ent computer 20 which sets on server 10 that the pho- 

40 tographic product corresponding to the phone number, 
name and receipt number recorded in the bar code has 
been handed. 

2-10-2. When a shopping chain card is deposited 

45 \- . 

[0226] When a shopping chain card is deposited, bar 
code reader 29 reads the deposited shopping chain card 
to read the card number (card ID information which 
sometimes includes letters and symbols in addition to 

50 the numbers) of the shopping chain card. The card 
number of the shopping chain card thus read is trans- 
mitted to client computer 20. ' . 
[0227] Then, the client computer 20 transmits the card 
number to shopping chain center 831 through modem 

55 22, and makes where ta make contact including a zip 
code," an address, a phone number and a name of an 
owner of the shopping chain card corresponding to the 
above-mentioned card number to be transmitted. 
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[0228] Then, the client computer 20 receives from the 
shopping chain center 831 where to make contact in- 
cluding a zip code, an address, a phone number and a 
name of the owner of the shopping chain card corre- 
sponding to the card number of the transmitted shop- 
ping chain card, through modem 22. 
[0229] Then, the client computer 20 makes monitor 
21 to display thereon the card number of the shopping 
chain card and received where to make contact includ- 
ing a zip code, an address, a phone number and a name 
of an owner of the shopping chain card. 
[0230] In addition, the client computer 20 transmits 
the received phone number and the name, and makes 
server 10 to retrieve the order information including the 
receipt number, order contents and current status for un- 
delivered photographic products corresponding to the 
phone number and the name mentioned above, and to 
send a reply. The client computer 20 makes monitor 21 
to display thereon the receipt number, order content in- 
formation and information showing whether or not the 
order information has been made to be "finished" for 
photographic products which correspond to the re- 
ceived phone number and the name and have not been 
delivered. 

[0231] Then, after observing the receipt number on 
the monitor 21 showing that the order information has 
been made to be "finished", the operator of the client 
computer 20 searches the finished product storage box 
for the photographic bag on which the receipt number 
is recorded, then, makes a bar code recorded on the 
photographic bag thus found out to be read by bar code 
reader 29, and hands this photographic product con- 
tained in the photographic bag to the orderer. 
[0232] Then, the bar code reader reads a bar code 
recorded on the photographic bag and transmits it to cli- 
ent computer 20 which sets on server 10 that the pho- 
tographic product corresponding to the phone number, 
name and receipt, number recorded in the bar code has 
been handed 

2-10-3. In the case of none of the foregoing 

[0233] When neither a credit card nor a shopping 
chain card is deposited, an operator of client computer 
20 hears from a customer its phone number and name, 
and inputs them through a key board provided on the 
client computer 20. 

[0234] Then, the client computer 20 retrieves the un- 
finished receipt number corresponding to the inputted 
phone number and name from server 10, and makes 
monitor 21 to display it. 

[0235] In addition, the client computer 20 transmits 
the received phone number and the name, and makes 
server 10 to retrieve the order information including the 
receipt number, order contents and current status for un- 
delivered photographic products corresponding to the 
phone number and the name mentioned above, and to 
send a reply. The client computer 20 makes monitor 21 
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to display thereon the receipt number, order content in- 
formation and information showing whether or not the 
order information has been made to be "finished" for 
photographic products which correspond to the re- 
5 ceived phone number and the name and have not been 
delivered. 

[0236] Then, after observing the receipt number on 
the monitor 21 showing that the order information has 
been made to be "finished the operator of the client 
io computer 20 searches the finished product storage box 
for the photographic bag on which the receipt number 
is recorded, then, makes a bar code recorded on the 
photographic bag thus found out to be read by bar code 
reader 29, and hands this photographic product con- 

■15 tained in the photographic bag to the orderer. 

[0237] Then, the bar code reader reads a bar code 
recorded on the photographic bag and transmits it to cli- 
ent computer 20 which sets on server 10 that the pho- 
tographic product corresponding to the phone number, 

20 name and receipt number recorded in the bar code has 
been handed. • • • 

2-10-4. Selling procedures . ' 

2S [0238] In the store where the photographic process- 
ing system of the present embodiment is installed, sell- 
ing procedures are conducted on the occasion of order 
receiving, which makes it unnecessary to. conduct sell- 
, ing procedures when handing photographic products to 

30 the customer. 

2-11. Direct delivery from photographic processing- 
system of the present embodiment 

35 [0239] In the photographic processing system of the 
present embodiment, sales processing is conducted on 
the occasion of order receiving. It is therefore possible 
to deliver photographic products from the photographic 
processing system to the address of an orderer directly 

40 and automatically. Owing to this, an orderer can receive 
photographic products without visiting the store. 
[0240] When a customer wishes to receive this serv- 
ice, information to the effect that direct delivery is de- 
sired is inputted from client computer 20 on the occasion 

45 of order receiving, and establishment is made on server 
10 to that effect and "direct delivery desired" is printed 
by slip issuing machine 27 on a photographic bag and 
on a slip, in that case, a photographic bag which has a 
large size and high stiffness and serves as a container 

50 for delivery is selected as a photographic bag, and a 
-name, a zip code,. an address and a phone number of 
.an orderer are described in a large size on one side of 
the photographic bag. 

[0241] When putting a photographic bag containing 
55 photographic products in a finished product storage box, 
the photographic bag is putin the box for direct delivery. 
Then, the container for delivery containing the photo- 
graphic products is picked up by delivery truck 842 
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which makes the round of its assigned block periodically 
and delivers to the orderer whose name and where to 
make contact are described on the container for deliv- 
ery. 

[0242] This delivery truck 842 delivers directly or in- 5 
directly the photographic products together with the con- 
tainer for delivery to the address of the orderer. 

3. Others 

10 

[0243] Though photographic products are delivered 
after being contained in the photographic bag on which 
a bar code containing a phone number and a name is 
recorded, the bar code may also be recorded on the 
photographic product itself. is 

Embodiment 2 

[0244] A photographic product production/distribution 
system of the present embodiment is one having therein 20 
an order receiving system installed at a reception desk 
of the photographic store or of a photofinisher, a pho- 
tofinish ing system which conducts processing for pho- 
tographic orders which have been received by the order 
receiving system ; and a delivering system which deliv- 2s 
ers photographic products obtained through processing 
by the photofinish ing system to the orderer. The photo- 
graphic product production/distribution system of the 
present embodiment will be explained as follows, refer- 
ring to Fig. 9 representing a schematic diagram of the 30 
photographic product production/distribution system of 
the present embodiment. 

1. Schematic structure of photographic product 
production/distribution system 35 

[0245] The photographic product production/distribu- 
tion system of the present embodiment has therein or- 
der receiving system 710 which is installed at a recep- 
tion desk of a photographic store or of a photofinisher 40 
(hereinafter referred to as store 700) and receives or- 
ders for photographic processing, photofinish ing sys- 
tem 800 which conducts photographic processing for or- 
der contents order- received by the order receiving sys- 
tem 710, and delivering system 730 which is installed in 45 
store 700 and delivers photographic products obtained 
through photographic processing by the photofinishing 
system 800 to the orderer. The order receiving system 
710 and the delivering system 730 are separated form 
each other in store 700 as stated above to achieve an so 
arrangement wherein the order receiving system 710 is 
arranged at the location facing a bustling main street, 
attaching great importance to customer attraction, and 
the delivering system 730, on the other hand, is ar- 
ranged inside the store to lead a human traffic line into ss 
the store and thereby to stimulate the people's will to 
purchase, which is a recent layout of a photographic 
store: ■ 
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1-1. Schematic structure of order receiving system 710 

[0246] On the order receiving system 710, there is 
provided CPU 721 which controls various parts of the 
order receiving system 710. The CPU 721 is connected 
to monitor 723 which displays thereon various informa- 
tion for order receiving processing, images of digital im- 
age data recorded on a medium, and drive states of var- 
ious equipment connected to the CPU 721 . There is fur- 
ther provided on the client computer 721 key board 722 
for inputting through operation of an operator. These 
make it possible to conduct interactive processing. 
[0247] The CPU 721 is connected to data base 750 
of store 700 through interface 726. On this data base 
750, there are recorded receipt numbers of all orders, 
the names and phone numbers of orderers, types of im- 
age recording media, order contents information, infor- 
mation showing whether the order is finished or not, in- 
formation showing whether the order is delivered or not, 
the amount of sold, type and number of a credit card 
when an order is accepted with a credit card, arid the 
number of a shopping chain card when an order is ac- 
cepted with a shopping chain card. 
[0248] The CPU 721 is connected to medium 'drive 
714 which has thereon a floppy disk drive for reading 
information from a floppy disk and writing information on 
a floppy disk, CD drive for reading information from CD 
and writing information on CD, PC card drive for reading 
information from PC card and writing information on PC 
card, MO drive for reading information from MO and writ- 
ing information on MO, Zip drive for reading information 
from Zip and writing information on Zip, and DVD drive 
for reading information from DVD and writing informa- 
tion on DVD. Owing to the medium drive 714, it is pos- 
sible to read information from these media and to write 
information on these media. 

[0249] The CPU 721 is connected to modem 727 
which is connected to a telephone line for connecting 
with credit card centers 821 and 822, and shopping 
chain center 831. Further, the CPU 721 is connected to 
credit card reader 724 which can read the type and 
number of the inserted' credit card for various types of 
cards. The CPU 721 is further connected to bar code 
reader 725 for reading the type and number of a shop- 
ping chain card and reading bar code recorded on a slip 
or a photographic bag, by reading recorded on various 
shopping chain cards. Owing to these items, the CPU 
721 can access credit card centers 821 and 822 corre- 
sponding to the credit card type read by the credit card 
reader 724 to conduct processing or to obtain informa- 
tion, and can access shopping chain centers 831 corre- 
sponding to the credit card type read by the bar code 
reader 725 to conduct processing or to obtain informa- 
tion. 

[0250] The CPU 721 is further connected to prepaid 
IC card drive 713 which processes prepaid I C card. On 
this prepaid IC card, there are stored a name, a zip code, 
and address and a phone number of the owner, and the 
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prepaid IC card drive 71 3 read these information, or con- 
ducts sales processing and changes the remainder on 
the prepaid card. 

[0251] The CPU 721 is further connected to slip issu- 
ing machine 712 for issuing a slip and a photographic 
bag (these are order receiving information recording 
medium and orderer information recording medium) on 
which order content information showing order contents 
for photographic processing and orderer specifying in- 
formation for specifying an orderer are. recorded. 
[0252] The CPU 721 is further connected to cash con- 
taining section 711 which contains cash by cash types, 
and controls opening and closing of the cash containing 
section 711. The CPU 721 plays a role of a cash register 
by controlling opening and closing of the cash contain- 
ing section 711 depending on necessity of receiving or 
paying cash. 

[0253] Then, image recording medium subjected to 
order receiving processing by order receiving system 
710 in the present embodiment is, put in photographic 
bag which is then put in^ order- received box 71 7. 
[0254] The order receiving system 71.0 is;visited peri- 
odically by delivery>truck ; 841 which delivers the photo- 
graphic bag put. in the order received box 71 7 ;to 'pho- 
tofinisher system 800.- ; 

[0255] Incidentally,- though Fig.-S shows only one or- 
der receiving system 710 in one store 700, it is also pos- 
sible to arrange a plurality of order receiving systems 
710 in one store 700 

1-2. Schematic structure of photofinisher system 

[0256] Photofinisher system 800 of the present em- 
bodiment is provided with CPU 801 which controls pho- 
tofinisher system 800 totally, receiving box 802 which 
temporarily receives the photographic bag delivered by 
delivery truck 841, assortment, section 803 which as- 
sorts photographic bags depending on the receipt 
number described in a bar code, the type of an image 
recording medium and order content information which 
have been obtained by reading with a bar code reader 
a bar code recorded on the photographic bag taken out 
of the receiving box 802, and depending on the read 
type of an image recording medium obtained by reading 
a name, a zip code, an address and a phone number of 
an orderer recorded on a specific bar code provided 
when direct delivery is desired, and by sending them to 
CPU 801, and order content information, production 
section 804 which produces photographic products from 
an image recording medium contained in the photo- 
graphic bag assorted by the assortment section 803, in 
accordance with order content information, loading sec- 
tion 805 which loads photographic products produced 
by the production section 804 in a photographic bag, 
storage section 806 which keeps the assorted photo- 
graphic bag containing photographic products loaded 
by the loading^section 805 until the photographic bag is 
delivered to each store 700, and delivery preparation 



section 807 where the photographic bag which contains 
the photographic products for the desired direct delivery 
and has been sent from the loading section 805 is put 
in a container for delivery on which a name, a zip code, 
5 an address and a phone number are recorded, so that 
direct delivery to the customer may be carried out. 
[0257] Incidentally, in the assortment section 803, it is 
possible to read the type of an image recording medium 
and order content information by reading a bar code re- 
corded on a photographic bag with a bar code reader. 
[0258] On the production section 804 : on the other 
hand; there are: provided various items such as a film 
developing unit, a digital printer, a paper developing unit 
and a media drive, explanation of which will be omitted. 

1-3. Schematic structure of delivery system 730 

[0259] On the delivery system 730, there is provided 
CPU 741 which control various parts of the delivery. sys- 
tem 730.. The- CPU 741 is^onnected > to -monitor- 743 
which is..for ; displaying various information for delivery 
processing and driving status of each equipment con- 
nected to the . CPU 741. On. the CPU 741, th-era ispro- 
vided key board 742 through which is used by an oper- 
ator for key T inputting. These make interactive process- 
ing possible. . . ; 
[0260] The CPU 741 is connected,to;data;base 750 
of each store through interface 726. 
[0261] The CPU 741 is further connected to credit 
card reader 744 which can read the type and the number 
of the inserted credit card for various credit cards. The 
CPU 741 is further connected to bar code reader 745 
which reads the type and the number of a shopping 
chain card by reading a bar code recorded .on various 
shopping chain cards and reads a bar code recorded on 
a slip and a photographic bag. 

[0262] Then, the photographic bag delivered by deliv- 
ery truck 843 from the photofinisher system 800 of the 
present embodiment is put in finished product storage 
box 737. 

[0263] The delivery system 730 is visited by delivery 
truck 843 periodically, and photographic products pro- 
duced by photofinisher system 800 are delivered to the 
delivery system 730. 

[0264] Incidentally, though Fig. 9 shows only one de- 
livery. system 730 in one store 700, it is also possible to 
arrange a plurality of delivery systems 730 in one store 

700,; . 

2. Order receiving processing 

[0265] First of all, when a customer who is an orderer 
visits the store where order receiving system 710 is in- 
stalled, an operator of the order receiving system 710 
deals with the customer. Then, the operator of the order 
receiving system 710 hears order contents of the cus- 
tomer, then, receives the image recording medium rep- 
resenting a photographic document in trust, and inputs 
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order contents for photographic processing of the cus- 
tomer through key board 722 provided on CPU 721 . 

2-1 . Order content information to be inputted 

5 

[0266] Order content information relating to order 
contents for photographic processing to be inputted are 
as follows. 

[0267] First information is a type of an image record- 
ing medium representing a photographic document (for io 
example, various kinds such as an undeveloped photo- 
graphic film, developed photographic film, reflection 
type documents such as a photographic print and a 
printed matter, a floppy disk, CD, PC card and MO). 
[0268] Second information is one concerning whether is 
to process all image frames recorded on an image re- 
cording medium, for example, like the processing for the 
first-time print of an undeveloped photographic film, or 
to process only specific image frames among image 
frames recorded on an image recording medium, for ex- 20 
ample, like the processing for the reorder print from a 
developed photographic film. 

[0269] Third information includes the number or the 
estimated number of image frames recorded on an im- 
age recording medium when processing all image 2s 
frames recorded on the image recording medium, and 
information to specify image frames to be processed 
from an image recording medium (for example, frame 
numbers) or the number of frames to be processed, 
when processing only specific image frames among im- 30 
age frames recorded on an image recording medium. 
[0270] Fourth information includes types of objects 
desired (for example, types such as development of a 
photographic film, making of a photographic print (in- 
cluding an index print and a seal print in addition to or- 3S 
dinary photographic prints), writing in a floppy disk, writ- 
ing in CD such as Photo-CD and writing in MO). 
[0271] Fifth information includes contents of image 
processing desired (types such as a simple copying 
processing, composite processing and image maneu- 40 
ver processing). 

2-2. Calculation of the amount sold 

[0272] After these contents of photographic process- 45 
ing order are inputted, CPU 721 saves them as order 
contents information of header information, then starts 
a program for calculating the amount sold, and calcu- 
lates the amount sold from the inputted order contents 
for photographic processing to save it in sales informa- so 
tion of the header information. Further, the client com- 
puter starts a program for calculating the scheduled time 
of completion to calculate it from the inputted order con- 
tents for photographic processing, and save it in the in- 
formation of scheduled time for completion in header in- ss 
formation. Then, the CPU 721 makes monitor 723 to dis- 
play the calculated amount sold. 
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2-3. Order receiving in the case where an image 
recording medium represents a medium 

[0273] When an image recording medium is a medi- 
um on which digital image data representing a docu- 
ment for making a photographic product are recorded, 
an operator receives this medium and inserts it in the 
medium drive 714 corresponding to the type of that me- 
dium. 

[0274] Then, the drive in which the medium has been 
inserted reads the inserted medium to confirm whether 
digital image data representing a document for making 
a photographic product are recorded on the medium or 
not. 

[0275] When it is confirmed that digital image data 
representing a document for making a photographic 
product are recorded on the medium, this is transmitted 
to CPU 721 . When the CPU 721 receives the confirma- 
tion that digital image data representing a document for 
making a photographic product are recorded on the me- 
dium, monitor 723 is caused to display this; Then, the 
sequence advances to the step which follows the order 
receiving step. An operator of the order receiving sys- 
tem 71 0 advances to the step following the order receiv- 
ing step after observing a display on the monitor 723. 
[0276] However, when it is confirmed that digital im- 
age data representing a document for making a photo- 
graphic product are not recorded on the medium/this is 
transmitted to CPU 721. After receiving information of 
the confirmation that digital image data representing a 
document for making a photographic product are not re- 
corded, the CPU 721 makes monitor 723 to display the 
information shewing that digital image data representing 
a document for making a photographic product are not 
recorded, and does not conduct order receiving 
processing. Then, an operator of the order receiving 
system 710 rejects an order. 

2-4. Requesting deposit of cards 

[0277] Then, the operator of the order receiving sys- 
tem 710 requests a customer to deposit a medium or a 
prepaid IC card on which information of a card such as 
a credit card, a shopping chain card, a credit card or a 
shopping chain card is recorded. Incidentally, when the 
credit card deposited in that store is a card for which the 
store is not a contractor, the customer is requested to 
deposit a credit cart or a shopping chain card for which 
the store is a contractor. 

2-5. When a credit card is deposited 

[0278] When a credit card is deposited, the operator 
inserts the deposited card into credit card reader 724. 
The credit card reader 724 reads the inserted credit card 
and read the type and the card number of the credit card, 
and sends the type and the card number of the credit 
card thus read to CPU 721 which temporary saves the 
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transmitted type and number of the credit card. 
[0279] Then, CPU 721 makes data base 750 to trans- 
mit the consecutive receipt numbers showing the order 
of receipt (incidentally, the receipt number is one within 
a range of the number allotted from the photofinisher) s 
and saves the received receipt number, order contents 
information, sales information (the amount sold calcu- 
lated through the amount sold calculating program) and 
card information (type and card number of a credit card) 
as header information. Then, CPU 721 makes the data -10 
base 750 to store the header information. Incidentally, 
on and after this moment, header information in the data 
base 750 is changed each time the header information 
is changed by the CPU 721 . 

[0280] Then, the CPU 721 transmits the amount sold is 
calculated by the amount sold calculating program and 
the card number to credit card centers 821 and 822 cor- 
responding to the types of the credit card read, through 
modem 727 (for example, transmits to credit card center 
821 of "MA" j Company in the case of a credit card of 20 
"MA" Company, while transmits to credit card center 822 
of "VI" Company in the case of a credit card of "VI" Com- 
pany) to make the credit card center to conduct selling 
procedures, and to transmit information showing wheth- 
er the. selling procedures have been conducted or not 2S 
and information of a liaison section including the zip 
code, an address and a telephone number and a name 
of an owner of the credit card corresponding to the card 
number of the transmitted credit card. 

[0281] Then, the CPU 721 receives information show- 30 
ing whether the selling procedures have been conduct- 
ed or not and information of a liaison section including 
the zip code, an address, a telephone number and a 
name of an owner of the credit card corresponding to 
the card number of the transmitted credit card, from the 35 
credit card centers 821 and 822 through modem 727; 
[0282] Then, the CPU 721 establishes and registers 
information of a liaison section including the zip code, 
an address, a telephone number and a name of an own- 
er of the received credit card and the receipt number as 40 
order information, then establishes and registers a part 
of order contents information, a telephone number, a 
name and the receipt number as printing information, 
and establishes and registers information showing 
whether the selling procedures have been conducted or 45 
not in sales information of the header information. 
[0283] When selling procedures have not been con- 
ducted, cash containing sections 711 is opened, and or- 
der receiving which does not employ card information 
explained in Item 2-10 stated later is conducted. so 
[0284] When selling procedures have been conduct- 
ed, the CPU 721 makes slip issuing machine 712 to is- 
sue the slip wherein information of a liaison section in- 
cluding the zip code, an address, a telephone number 
and a name of an owner of the credit card, the receipt 55 
number, a type of the credit card, the card number, the 
amount sold, contents of order for photographic 
processing and scheduled time for completion are de- 
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scribed, and a telephone number, a name and the re- 
ceipt number are recorded as a bar code, and a photo- 
graphic bag. 

[0285] The slip thus issued is a receipt to be given to 
the customer which also serves as a memorandum for 
delivery of the finished photographic products. The pho- 
tographic bag can be utilized as a container to contain 
an image recording medium and a photographic product 
prepared from the image recording medium. 

2-6. When a shopping chain card is deposited 

[0286] When a shopping chain card is deposited, a 
bar code recorded on the shopping chain card thus de- 
posited is read by bar code readers 725, 39 and 49 so 
that the card number (representing card ID information 
which sometimes includes characters and symbols in 
addition to numerals) of the shopping chain card is read. 
Then, the card number of the shopping chain card thus 
read is sent to CPU 721 : The CPU 721 saves temporar- 
ily the transmitted card number of the shopping chain 
card. •••••• 

[0287] Then, the CPU 721 makes data base 750 to 
transmit the consecutive receipt numbers showing the 
sequence of order receiving, and saves the received re- 
ceipt numbers, order contents information, sales infor- 
mation (the amount sold calculated by the amounKsold 
calculating program) and card information. (card number 
of the shopping chain card), as header information. 
Then, the CPU 721 makes the data base 750 to store 
the header information. Incidentally, on and after this 
moment, header information in the data base '750 is 
changed each time the header information is changed 
by the CPU 721. u < 

[0288] Then, the CPU 721 transmits the amount sold 
calculated by the amount sold calculating program and 
the card number to shopping chain center 831 through 
modem 727 so that the amount sold may be stored, and 
makes the sales record in the past and information of a 
liaison section composed of a zip code, an address, a 
telephone number and a name of the owner of the shop- 
ping chain card corresponding to the card number of the 
transmitted shopping chain card to be transmitted. 
[0289] Then, it receives from the shopping chain cent- 
er 831 the sales record in the past and information of a 
liaison section composed of a zip code, an address, a 
telephone number and a name of the owner of the shop- 
ping chain card corresponding to the card number of the 
transmitted shopping chain card, through modem 727. 
[0290] Then, the CPU 721 makes monitor 723 to dis- 
play the received sales record in the past. Due to this, 
an operator of the order receiving system 710 can take 
actions corresponding to the sales record in the past. 
Further, the CPU 721 establishes and registers informa- 
tion of a liaison section composed of a zip code, an ad- 
dress, a telephone number and a name of the owner of 
the received shopping chain card and the card number, 
as order information. Further, the client computer 20 es- 
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tablishes and registers a part of order contents informa- 
tion, a telephone number, a name and the receipt 
number as printing information. 

[0291] Then, when the operator of the order receiving 
system 710 receives cash exceeding the amount sold 
displayed on monitor 723 : the operator inputs the re- 
ceived cash. After the received cash is inputted, the 
CPU 721 opens cash containing section 711 so that set- 
tlement in cash may be made. Then, the operator of the 
order receiving system 710 closes the cash containing 
section 711 after the settlement in cash is completed. 
[0292] When the cash containing sections 711 is 
closed, the CPU 721 makes slip issuing machine 712 to 
issue the slip wherein information of a liaison section 
including the zip code, an address, a telephone number 
and a name of an owner of the credit card, the receipt 
number, a type of the credit card, the card number, the 
amount sold, contents of order for photographic 
processing and scheduled time for completion are de- 
scribed, and a telephone number, a name and the re- 
ceipt number are recorded as a bar code, and a photo- 
graphic bag, presuming that the selling procedures have 
. been conducted. 
[0293] The slip thus issued is a receipt to be given to 
the customer which also serves as a memorandum for 
delivery of the finished photographic products. The pho- 
tographic bag serves as a memo for the store, and it can 
be utilized as a container to contain an image recording 
medium and a photographic product prepared from the 
image recording medium. 

[0294] Though the explanation stated above is made 
under the assumption that the store belongs to only one 
shopping chain, the store may also belong to plural 
shopping chains, and when the store belongs to plural 
shopping chains, there is required processing corre- 
sponding to the type of the shopping chain card which 
has.been explained in the case of a credit card. 

2-7. When medium on which credit card information is 
recorded is deposited 

[0295] When a medium on which dredit card informa- 
tion is recorded is deposited, an operator inserts the me- 
dium on which credit card information is recorded into 
the medium drive 14 corresponding to the type of the 
medium. 

[0296] Then, the medium drive 714 in which the me- 
dium has been inserted reads the inserted medium to 
confirm whether the type of the credit card and the card 
number are recorded on the medium or not. 
[0297] When it is confirmed that the type of the credit 
card and the card number are recorded on the medium, 
the type of the credit card and the card number are read 
and are transmitted to CPU 721. The CPU 721 saves 
therein temporarily the transmitted type of the credit 
card and the card number. 

[0298] Incidentally, when it is confirmed that the type 
of the credit card and the card number are not recorded 
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on the medium, this is transmitted to CPU 721 . The CPU 
721 makes monitor 723 to display that the type of the 
credit card or the card number is not recorded, and en- 
ters the order receiving depending on no card informa- 

s tion which will be explained in Item 2-10. 

[0299] Then, the CPU 721 makes data base 750 to 
transmit the consecutive receipt numbers showing the 
order of receipt, and saves the received receipt number, 
order contents information, sales information (the 

10 amount sold calculated through the amount sold calcu- 
lating program) and card information (type and card 
number of a credit card) as header information. Then, 
the CPU 721 makes the data base 750 to store the head- 
er information. Incidentally, on and after this moment, 

is header information in the data base 750 is changed 
each time the header information is changed by the CPU 
721. 

[0300] Then, the CPU 721 transmits the amount sold 
calculated by the amount sold calculating program and 

20 the card number to credit card centers 821 and 822 cor- 
responding to the types of the credit cart read, through 
modem 727 (for example, transmits to credit card center 
821 of "MA U Company in the case of a credit card of 
"MA" Company, while transmits to credit card center 822 

2B of "VI" Company in the case of a credit card of "VI B Com- 
pany) to make the credit card center to conduct sailing 
procedures, and makes information showing whether 
the selling procedures have been conducted or not and 
information of a liaison section including the zip code, 

30 an address and a telephone number and a name of an 
owner of the . credit card corresponding to the card 
number of the transmitted credit card to be transmitted. 
[0301] Then, the client computer 20 receives informa- 
tion showing whether the selling procedures have been 

35 conducted or not and information of a liaison section in- 
cluding the zip code, an address, a telephone number 
and a name of an owner of the credit card corresponding 
to the card number of the transmitted credit card, from 
the credit card centers 821 and 822 through modem 

40 727. 

[0302] Then, the CPU 721 establishes and registers 
information of a liaison section including the zip code, 
an address, a telephone number and a name of an own- 
er of the received credit card and the type of the credit 

45 card as well as the card number as order information. 
The client computer establishes and registers a part of 
order contents information, a telephone number, a name 
and the receipt number as printing information. 
[0303] Then, the CPU 721 saves information showing 

50 whether the selling procedures have been conducted or 
not in sales information of header information. When the 
selling procedures have not been conducted, the client 
computer opens cash containing section 711, and set- 
tles accounts in cash which will be stated later. 

55 [0304]> When selling procedures have been conduct- 
ed, the CPU 721 makes slip issuing machine 712 to is- 
sue the slip wherein information of a liaison section in- 
cluding the zip code, an address, a telephone number 
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and a name of an owner of the credit card, the receipt 
number, a type of the credit card, the card number, the 
amount sold, contents of order for photographic 
processing and scheduled time for completion are de- 
scribed, and a telephone number, a name and the re- 
ceipt number are recorded as a bar code, and a photo- 
graphic bag. 

[0305] The slip thus issued is a receipt to be given to 
the customer which also serves as a memorandum for 
delivery of the finished photographic products. The pho- 
tographic bag serves as a memo for the store, and it can 
be utilized as a container to contain an image recording 
medium and a photographic product prepared from the 
image recording medium. 

2-8. When a medium on which shopping chain card 
information is recorded is deposited 

[0306] When a medium on which shopping chain card 
information is recorded is deposited, the medium on 
which shopping chain card information is recorded is in- 
serted in the medium drive 1 ^corresponding to the:type 
of the medium.-.;* <■ 
[0307] . IFhenr, the. medium drive 714 in .which the'me- 
dium has been inserted reads the medium inserted, and 
confirms whether the card number of the shopping chain 
card is recorded on the medium or not 
[0308] When it is confirmed that the card number of 
the shopping ;Chain card and digital image data repre- 
senting a document for making a photographic product 
are recorded on the medium, the medium drive 714 in 
which the medium has been inserted reads the medium 
inserted to read the card number (card ID information 
which sometimes includes characters and symbols in 
addition to the numeral) of the shopping chain card re- 
corded on the medium, and transmits the card number 
thus read to CPU 721 . The CPU 721 saves temporarily 
the transmitted card number of the shopping chain card. 
[0309] When it is confirmed that the card number of 
the shopping chain card is not recorded on the medium, 
this is transmitted to CPU 721. The CPU 721 makes 
monitor 723 to display that the type of the credit card or 
the card number is not recorded, and enters the order 
receiving depending on no card information which will 
be explained in Item 2-10. 

[0310] Then, the CPU 721 makes data base 750 to 
transmit the consecutive receipt numbers showing the 
order of receipt, and saves the received receipt number, 
order . contents information, sales information (the 
amount sold calculated through the amount sold calcu- 
lating program) and the received card information (the 
card number of the shopping chain card) as header in- 
formation. Then, the CPU 721 makes the data base 750 
to store the header information. Incidentally, on and after 
this moment, header information in the data base 750 
is changed each time the header information is changed 
by the CPU 721. 

[0311] Then, the CPU 721 transmits the amount sold 
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calculated by the amount sold calculating program and 
the card number to shopping chain center 831 through 
modem 727 to make the amount sold to be stored, and 
makes the sales record in the past and information of a 
s liaison section including the zip code, an address and a 
telephone number and a name of an owner of the shop- 
ping chain card corresponding to the card number of the 
transmitted shopping chain card to be transmitted to be 
transmitted. 

10 [0312] Then, the client computer 20 receives the 
sales record in the past and information of a liaison sec- 
tion including the zip code, an address, a telephone 
number and a name of an owner of the shopping chain 
card corresponding to the card number of the transmit- 

15 ted shopping chain card/from the shopping chain center 
831 through modem 727. 

[0313] Then, the CPU 721 makes monitor 723 to dis- 
play the received sales record in the past. Due to this, 
an operator of the order receiving system 710 can take 
20 actions corresponding to 1 the sales record in the past. 
Further, the CPU 721' establishes and registers informa- 
tion of a liaison section including the zip code, an ad- 
dress, a telephone number and a name of an owner of 
the received shopping chain card and the card number 
25 as order information, and it further establishes and reg- 
isters a part of order contents information, a telephone 
number, a name and the receipt number as printing in- 
formations 

[0314] Then, when the operator of the order receiving 
30 system 710 receives cash exceeding the amount- sold 
displayed on monitor 723, the operator inputs the re- 
ceived cash. After the received cash is inputted, the 
CPU 721 opens cash containing section 711 so that set- 
tlement in cash may be made. Then, the operator of the 
35 order receiving system 710 closes the cash containing 
section 711 after the accounts are settlement in cash. 
When the cash containing section 711 is closed,- the 
CPU 721 makes data base 750 to transmit the consec- 
utive receipt numbers showing the sequence of order 
40 receiving, and adds the received receipt number to 
header information to make the data base 750 to store 
the header information. 

[0315] The CPU 721 makes slip issuing machine 712 
to issue the slip wherein information of a liaison section 

45 including the zip code, an address, a telephone number 
and a name of an owner of the credit card, the receipt 
number, a type of the credit card, the card number, the 
amount sold, contents of order for photographic 
processing and scheduled time for completion are de- 

50 scribed, and a telephone number, a name and the re- 
ceipt number are recorded as a bar code, and a photo- 
graphic bag. 

[0316] The slip thus issued is a receipt to be given to 
the customer which also serves as a memorandum for 
55 delivery of the finished photographic products. The pho- 
tographic bag serves as a memo for the store, and it can 
be utilized as a container to contain an image recording 
medium and a photographic product prepared from the 
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image recording medium. 

[0317] Though the explanation stated above is made 
under the assumption that the store belongs to only one 
shopping chain, the store may also belong to plural 
shopping chains, and when the store belongs to plural 5 
shopping chains, there is required processing corre- 
sponding to the type of the shopping chain card which 
has been explained in the case of a credit card. 

2-9. Receiving an order with a prepaid IC card 10 

[0318] When a prepaid IC card is deposited, an oper- 
ator sets the deposited prepaid IC card in prepaid IC 
card drive 1 3. 

[0319] Then, the prepaid IC card drive 13 reads the is 
prepaid IC card thus set, and confirms whether a name, 
a zip code, an address and phone number of an owner 
are recorded on the prepaid IC card or not. 
• [0320] Then, when it is confirmed that a name, a zip 
code, an address and phone number of an owner are 20 
recorded on the prepaid IC card, the prepaid IC card 
drive reads the name, zip. code, address and phone 
number of the owner recorded on the medium and trans- 
mits the name, zip code, address and phone number 
thus read to CPU 721 . The CPU 721 saves the trans- 2s 
mitted name, zip code, address and phone number tem- 
porarily. 

[0321] When it is confirmed that a name, a zip code, 
an address and phone number of an owner are not re- 
corded on the prepaid IC card, this information is trans- 30 
mitted to CPU 721 . The CPU 721 makes monitor 723 to 
display that the type and number of the credit card are 
not recorded. An operator of the order receiving system 
710 hears from an orderer its name and phone number, 
and input them through key board 722. 35 
[0322] Then, CPU 721 makes data base 750 to trans- 
mit the consecutive receipt numbers showing the order 
of receipt and saves the received receipt number, order 
contents information, sales information (the amount 
sold calculated through the amount sold calculating pro- 40 
gram) and order information (a name and a phone 
number of an orderer, and a zip code and an address if 
they are recorded on the prepaid IC card) as header in- 
formation. Then, CPU 721 makes the data base 750 to 
store the header information. Incidentally, on and after 45 
this moment, header information in the data base 750 
is changed each time the header information is changed 
by the CPU 721. 

[0323] Next, CPU 721 makes prepaid IC card drive 
71 3 to read a recorded prepaid remaining amount from so 
the prepaid tC card which is set, and checks whether 
the prepaid remaining amount thus read can cover the 
selling processing or not. 

[0324] When it is confirmed that the prepaid remain- 
ing amount thus read can cover the selling processing, 55 
CPU 721 causes the prepaid IC card drive 713 to write 
so that the prepaid remaining amount recorded on the 
prepaid IC card may be changed to the amount which 
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is a difference between that prepaid remaining amount 
and the amount sold. 

[0325] Incidentally, when it is confirmed that the pre- 
paid remaining amount thus read can not cover the sell- 
ing processing, CPU 721 makes the prepaid remaining 
amount recorded on the prepaid IC card to be zero for 
the prepaid IC card drive 713, causes monitor 723 to 
display a balance which is obtained by subtracting the 
prepaid remaining amount from the amount sold, and 
opens cash containing section 711 so that the balance 
may be settled in cash. Then, an operator of order re- 
ceiving system 710 closes the cash containing section 
711 after completion of settlement in cash. Then, after 
the cash containing section 711 has been closed, CPU 
721 updates sales information, judging that the selling 
processing has been performed. 
[0326] When the selling processing has been com- 
pleted, CPU 721 causes slip issuing machine 712 to is- 
sue the slip wherein information of a liaison section in- 
cluding the zip code, an address, a telephone number 
and a name of an, owner of the credit card, the receipt 
number, a type of the credit card, the card number the 
: amount sold, contents of order fo;* photographic 
processing and scheduled time for completion are de- 
scribed, and a telephone number, a name and the re- 
ceipt number are recorded as a bar code, and a photo- 
graphic bag. 

[0327] The slip thus issued is a receipt to be given to 
the customer which also serves as a memorandum for 
..delivery of the finished photographic products. The pho- 
tographic bag can be utilized as a container to contain 
an image recording medium and a photographic product 
prepared from the image recording medium. 

2-10. Order receiving depending on no card information 
(In the case of none of the above) * 

[0328] When neither credit card nor shopping chain 
card is deposited, and neither a medium on which credit 
card information is recorded nor a medium on which 
shopping chain card information is recorded is deposit- 
ed, an operator of the order receiving system 710 hears 
from a customer its phone number, address and name 
and inputs them through a key board. Then, CPU 721 
establishes and registers where to make contact con- 
taining the customer's address and phone number and 
the customer's name as order information. 
[0329] Then, CPU 721 makes data base 750 to trans- 
mit the consecutive receipt numbers showing the se- 
quence of order receiving, and saves the received re- 
ceipt numbers and order contents information, sales in- 
formation (the amount sold calculated by the amount 
sold calculating program) and inputted order information 
(where to make contact containing a phone number or 
an address), as header information. Then, the CPU 721 
establishes and registers a part of the order contents 
information, the phone number and the name as printing 
information. Then, the CPU 721 makes the data base 
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750 to store these header information. Incidentally, on 
and after this moment, header information in the data 
base 750 is changed each time the header information 
is changed by the CPU 721 . 

[0330] Then, when the operator of the order receiving 
system 710 receives cash exceeding the amount sold 
displayed on monitors 723, 31 and 41 , the operator in- 
puts the received cash. After the received cash is input- 
ted, the CPU 721 opens cash containing section 711 so 
that settlement in cash may be made. Then, the operator 
of the order receiving system 710 closes the cash con- 
taining section 711 after the settlement in cash is com- 
pleted. When the cash containing sections 711 is 
closed, the CPU 721 updates sales information, judging 
that the selling procedures have been completed. 
[0331] Then, the CPU 721 makes slip issuing ma- 
chine 712 to issue the slip wherein information of a liai- 
son section including the zip code, an address, a tele- 
phone number and a name of an owner of the credit 
card; the receipt number, a type of the credit card, the 
card number, the amount sold, contents of order for pho- 
tographic processing and scheduled time for completion 
. are described, and a telephone number, a name andthe 
receipt number are recorded as a bar code, and a pho- 
tographic bag. 

[0332] The slip thus issued is a receipt to be given to 
the customer which also serves as a memorandum for 
delivery of the finished photographic products. The. pho- 
tographic bag serves as a memo for the store, and it can 
be utilized as a container to contain an image recording 
medium and a photographic product prepared from the 
image recording medium. 

3. Delivery procedures 

[0333] Delivery truck 843 delivers to delivery system 
730 of the store a photographic bag containing a pho- 
tographic product produced based on an image record- 
ing medium on which an image representing a docu- 
ment for photographic processing is recorded, and on 
photographic processing of order contents shown by or- 
der content information. Then, an operator.of the deliv- 
ery system 730 deals with this, and puts the photograph- 
ic bag in an unarranged box of finished product storage 
box- 737 Then, the operator of the delivery system 730 
makes a bar code recorded on a photographic bag to 
be read by bar code reader 745 for each photographic 
bag so that a phone number, a name and a receipt 
number recorded in the bar code may be read by the 
bar code reader 745 and transmitted to CPU 741 which 
then displays the phone number, name and receipt 
number thus read on, monitor 743 and establishes and 
registers on data base 750 that the photographic prod- 
uct having this receipt number has been delivered. 
Then, the operator of the delivery system 730 puts pho- 
tographic bags away in the order of names displayed on 
the monitor 743. 



4. Delivery procedures 

[0334] Next, delivery of photographic finished prod- 
ucts which have not been delivered to an orderer will be 

5 explained as follows. 

[0335] First of all, when a customer who is an orderer 
visits the store where the delivery system of the present 
embodiment is installed, an operator of delivery system 
740 deals with the customer, asking the customer to de- 

10 posit a credit card, a shopping chain card, or a credit 
card. When the credit card deposited by the customer 
is of a card type with which the store has not made a 
contract, the customer is asked to deposit a credit card 
or a shopping chain card with which the store has made 

15 a contract. 

4-1. When a credit card is deposited : 

[0336] When a credit card is deposited, an operator 
20 of delivery system -.740 inserts the deposited card in 
credit card reader 744. The credit card reader 744 reads 
the inserted credit card, by reading the type and the 
number of the credit card, and transmits the type and 
the number of the credit card thus read to CRU 741, ■ 
25 [0337] The CPU 741 transmits, through interface 746, 
the type and number of the credit card thus read to data 
base 750, and makes the data base 750 to transmit 
where to make contact including a zip code, an address, 
a phone number and a name of the owner of the credit 
30 card corresponding to the transmitted card type and 
card number of the credit card. 

[0338] Then, the CPU 741 receives where to make 
contact including a zip code, an address, a phone 
number and a name of an owner of the credit card trans- 

35 mitted by data base 750 through interface 746. 

[0339]. Then, the CPU 741 makes monitor 743 to dis- 
play thereon where to make contact including a zip 
code, an address, a phone number and a name of an 
owner of the credit card thus received. 

40 [0340] In addition, the CPU 741 transmits the re- 
ceived phone number and the name, and makes data 
base 750 to retrieve the order information including the 
receipt number, order contents and current status for un- 
delivered photographic products corresponding to the 

45 phone number and the name mentioned above, and to 
. transmit them. The CPU 741 makes monitor 743 to dis- 
play thereon the receipt number, order content informa- 
tion and information showing whether or not the order 
information has been made to be "finished" for photo- 

50 graphic products which correspond to the received 
phone number and the name and have not been deliv- 
ered. 

[0341] Then, after observing the receipt .number on 
the monitor 743 showing that the order information has 
55 been made to be "finished", the operator of the delivery 
system 740 searches finished product storage box 737 
for the photographic bag on which the receipt number 
is recorded, -then, makes a bar code recorded on the 
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photographic bag thus found out to be read by bar code 
reader 745, and hands this photographic product con- 
tained in the photographic bag to the orderer. 
[0342] Then, the bar code reader 745 reads a bar 
code recorded on the photographic bag and transmits it 
to CPU 741 which sets on data base 750 that the pho- 
tographic product corresponding to the phone number, 
name and receipt number recorded in the read bar code 
has been handed. 

4-2. When a shopping chain card is deposited 

[0343] When a shopping chain card is deposited, bar 
code reader 745 reads the deposited shopping chain 
card to read the card number (card ID information which 
sometimes includes letters and symbols in addition to 
the numbers) of the shopping chain card. The card 
number of the shopping chain card thus read is trans- 
mitted to CPU 741 . 

[0344] Then, the CPU 741 transmits the card number 
of the shopping chain card todata base 750, and makes 
where to make contact including a zip code, an address, 
a phone number and a name of an owner of the shop- 
ping chain card corresponding to the above-mentioned 
card number to be transmitted. 

[0345] Then, the CPU 741 receives from data base 
750 where to make contact including a zip code, an ad- 
dress, a phone number and a name of the owner oi the 
shopping chain card corresponding to the card number 
of the transmitted shopping chain card, through modem 
727. 

[0346] Then, the CPU 741 makes monitor 743 to dis- 
play thereon the card number of the shopping chain card 
and where to make contact including a zip code, an ad- 
dress, a phone number and a name of an owner of the 
received shopping chain card. 

[0347] In addition, the CPU 741 transmits the re- 
ceived phone number and the name, and makes data 
base 750 to retrieve the order information including the 
receipt number, order contents and current status for un- 
delivered photographic products corresponding to the 
phone number and the name mentioned above, and to 
senda reply. The CPU 741 makes monitor 743 to display 
thereon the receipt number, order content information 
and information showing whether or not the order infor- 
mation has been made to be "finished" for photographic 
products which correspond to the received phone 
number and the name and have not been delivered. 
[0348] Then, after observing the receipt number on 
the monitor 743 showing that the order information has 
been made to be "finished", an operator of the delivery 
system 740 searches the finished product storage box 
for the photographic bag on which the receipt number 
is recorded, then, makes a bar code recorded on the 
photographic bag thus found out to be read by bar code 
reader 745, and hands this photographic product con- 
tained in the photographic bag to the orderer. 
[0349] Then, the bar code reader 745 reads a bar 
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code recorded on the photographic bag and transmits it 
to CPU 741 which sets on data base 750 that the pho- 
tographic product corresponding to the phone number, 
name and receipt number recorded in the bar code read 
s by the bar code reader 745 has been handed. 

4-3. In the case of none of the foregoing 

[0350] When neither a credit card nor a shopping 
to chain card is deposited, an operator of delivery system 
740 hears from a customer its phone number and name, 
and inputs them through a key board provided on the 
CPU 741. 

[0351] Then, the CPU 741 retrieves the unfinished re- 
15 ceipt number corresponding to the inputted phone 
number and name from data base 750, and makes mon- 
itor 743 to display it. 

[0352] In addition, the CPU 741 transmits the re- 
ceived phone number and the name, and makes data 

20 base 750 to retrieve the order information including the 
receipt number, order contents and cur rent status for un- 
delivered photographic products corresponding to the 
phone number and the name mentioned above, and to 
send a reply The CPU 741 makes monitor 743 to display 

25 thereon the receipt number, order content information 
• and information showing whether or not the order infor- 
mation has been made to be "finished" for photographic 
products which correspond to the received phone 
number and the name and have not been delivered. 

30 [0353] Then, after obsen/ing the receipt number on 
the monitor 743 showing that the order information has 
been made to be "finished", the operator of the delivery 
system 740 searches the finished product storage box 
737 for the photographic bag on which the receipt 

35 number is recorded, then, makes a bar code recorded 
on the photographic bag thus found out to be read by 
barcode reader 745, and hands this photographic prod- 
uct contained in the photographic bag to the orderer. 
[0354] Then, the- bar code reader 745 reads a bar 

40 code recorded on the photographic bag and transmits it 
to CPU 741 which sets on data base 750 that the pho- 
tographic product corresponding to the phone number, 
name and receipt number recorded in the bar code 'has 
been handed. 

45 ; 
4-4. Selling procedures in delivering photographic * 
product 

[0355] In the photographic product product ion/di stri- 
de bution system of the present embodiment, selling pro- 
cedures are conducted on the occasion of order receiv- 
ing, which makes it unnecessary to conduct selling pro- 
cedures when delivering photographic products. 

55 5. Direct delivery from photofinish trig system 

[0356] In the photographic product production/distri- 
bution system of the present embodiment,, selling pro- 
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cedures are conducted on the occasion of order receiv- 
ing, which makes it possible for the photofinishing sys- 
tem to directly deliver photographic products to an ad- 
dress of an orderer automatically. Due to this, the order- 
er can receive photographic products without visiting the 
delivery system 740 

[0357] When a customer wishes to receive this serv- 
ice, information to the effect that direct delivery is de- 
sired is inputted in the order receiving system 710, and 
establishment is made on data base 750 to that effect, 
and "direct delivery desired" is printed by slip issuing 
machine 712 on a photographic bag and on a slip. In 
that case, a specific bar code showing that direct deliv- 
ery is desired is provided on a photographic bag. This 
specific bar code is one wherein a name, a zip code, an 
address and a phone number of the orderer are encod- 
ed. 

[0358] In the photofinishing system 800 of the present 
embodiment, it is judged whether the direct delivery is 
desired or, not by reading a bar code on a photographic 
bag at assorting section 603,. and when, the direct deliv- 
ery is desired,; the, information tp that effect is estab- 
lish ed : .on GPU -BOI- Then, an arrangement* is made, so 
that photographic ^products produced. at production sec- 
tion 804 are loaded in photographic bags at loading sec- 
tion 805, and. then, the photographic bags loaded with 
photographic products are sent to delivery preparation 
section 807 : 

[0359] At the, delivery preparation section 807, photo- 
graphic bags loaded with photographic products are put 
in a container for delivery on which where to make con- 
tact composed of a name, a zip code, an address and 
a phone number of an orderer recorded is recorded. 
Then, the container for delivery containing therein pho- 
tographic products is transferred to delivery truck 842 
which delivers the° container for delivery to the orderer 
whose name and where to make contact are recorded 
on the ; container for delivery: 

[0360] Then, the, delivery truck 842 delivers photo- 
graphic products directly or indirectly to the address of 
the orderer together with the container for delivery. 

Embodiment 3 - 

[0361] The photographic product production/distribu- 
tion system of the present embodiment is one wherein 
a part of the photographic product production/distribu- 
tion system of Embodiment 2 has been changed. The 
photographic product production/distribution system of 
the present embodiment will now be explained as fol- 
lows, referring to. Fig. 10 which is a schematic diagram 
of the photographic product production/distribution sys- 
tem of the present, embodiment. 

[0362] Points of the aforesaid change include that 
CPU 721 of the order receiving system is not connected 
to data base 750, and changed points caused by the 
foregoing. Owing to this, order receiving system 71 0 and 
delivery system 730 can be operated independently of 



each other. 

[0363] Since CPU 721 is not connected to data base 
750 of store 700, CPU 721 can not change information 
stored in the data base 750 of the store 700. When the 
5 data base 750 is made to store information obtained by 
reading bar codes recorded on photographic bags of all 
photographic products delivered, the receipt number, a 
name and a phone number of an orderer, a type of an 
image recording medium, order content information, in- 
fo formation showing whether "delivered" or not, the 
amount sold, a type and a number of a credit card when 
a credit card is used for order receiving, and a card 
number of a shopping chain card when it is used for or- 
der receiving for all delivered photographic products are 
75 stored in the data base 750. 

[0364] For a photographic bag and a slip, there are 
provided consecutive receipt numbers, and a bar code 
showing the receipt number is recorded on a photo- 
graphic bag. It is therefore unnecessary for CPU 721 to 
20 make data base 750 to transmit the receipt number i ; 
[0365] When aJype and a number of a credit card are 
obtained, a bar code on Which the encoded type and the 
number of the credit card are recorded is recorded on a 
photographic bag by slip issuing machine:71 2, Then, in 
25 the case of delivery to delivery system 710, this barcode 
is read and decoded to obtain the type and number of 
the credit card. 

[0366] When the number of a shopping chain card is 
obtained, a bar code on which the number. of the shop- 
so ping chain card is recorded is recorded on a photograph- 
ic bag by slip issuing machine 71 2. Then, in the case of 
delivery to delivery system 71 0, this bar code* is read to 
obtain the number of the shopping chain card. 

35 Embodiments 

[0367] The photographic product production/distribu- 
tion system of the present embodiment is one wherein 
a part of the photographic product production/distribu- 

40 tion system of Embodiments has been changed. The 
photographic product production/distribution system of 
the present embodiment will now be explained as fol- 
lows, referring to Fig. 11 which is a schematic diagram 
of the photographic product production/distribution sys- 

45 tern of the present embodiment. 

[0368] Points of the aforesaid change include that 
CPU 721 of the order receiving system is not connected 
to data base 750, and that CPU 741 of delivery system 
730 is connected to modem 727 connected with a tele- 

so phone line to connect to credit card centers 821 and 822 
and shopping card center 831, and changed points 
caused by the foregoing. Owing to this, order receiving 
system 710 and delivery system 730 can be operated 
independently of each other. Further,^ a photographic 

55 bag does not need to be provided with a bar code in 
which a type and a number of a credit card are recorded 
or a bar code in which the number of a shopping chain 
. card is recorded, which is different from Embodiment 3. 
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[0369] Since CPU 721 is not connected to data base 
750 of store 700, CPU 721 can not change information 
stored in the data base 750 of the store 700. Further, in 
the data base 750, there are stored the receipt number, 
a name and a phone number of an orderer, a type of an 
image recording medium, order content information, in- 
formation showing whether "delivered" or not, and the 
amount sold for all delivered photographic products. 
[0370] Photographic bags and slips are provided re- 
spectively with consecutive receipt numbers in ad- 
vance, and a bar code showing this receipt number is 
recorded on a photographic bag in advance. Therefore, 
CPU 721 does not need to make data base 750 to trans- 
mit the receipt number. 

[0371] The data base 750 does not store the type and 
the card number of a credit card when a credit card is 
used for order receiving, and it does not store the card 
number of a shopping chain card when a shopping chain 
card is used for order receiving. 

[0372] However, it is possible to deal with a customer 
satisfactorily, by obtaining information of a name, a zip 
code ; an address and a phone number of an owner of 
a credit card, when a credit card is deposited in the case 
of delivery, by transmitting the card number to credit 
card centers 821 and 822 corresponding to the type of 
the credit card acquired by reading the credit card, and 
by obtaining information of a name, a zip code, an ad- 
dress and a phone number of an owner of a shopping 
chain card, when a shopping chain card is deposited in 
the case of delivery, by transmitting the card number ac- 
quired through reading of the shopping chain card to 
shopping chain card center 831 . 

[0373] The photographic product production/distribu- 
tion system having this structure can also cope with de- 
ferred payment which is the same as those in conven- 
tional payment system for photographic products. 

Embodiment 5 

[0374] The photographic product production/distribu- 
tion system of the present embodiment is one wherein 
a part of the photographic product production/distribu- 
tion system of Embodiment 2 has been changed. The 
photographic product production/distribution system of 
the present embodiment will now be explained as fol- 
lows, referring to Fig. 12 which is a schematic diagram 
of the photographic product production/distribution sys- 
tem of the present embodiment. 

[0375] The photographic product production/distribu- 
tion system of the present embodiment is one wherein 
order receiving system 710 also serves as a delivery 
system. Therefore, it has only to provide external stor- 
age unit 728 connected to CPU 721 , in place of a data 
base. Each of order receiving system 710 also has a 
function of a unit having the same name in delivery sys- 
tem in Embodiment 2. External storage unit 728 has a 
function of the data base in Embodiment 2. Incidentally, 
finished product storage box 737 is provided separately 
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in the order receiving system 710 which also serves as 
a delivery system. 

[0376] The photographic product production/distribu- 
tion system having this structure can also cope with de- 
5 ferred payment which is the same as those in conven- 
tional payment system for photographic products. 

Embodiment 6 

io [0377] The photographic product production/distribu- 
tion system of the present embodiment is one wherein 
a part of the photographic product production/distribu- 
tion system of Embodiment 2 has been changed. The 
photographic product production/distribution system of 

*s the present embodiment will now be explained as fol- 
lows, referring to Fig. 13 which is a schematic diagram 
of the photographic product production/distribution sys- 
tem of the present embodiment. 

[0378] The photographic product production/distribu- 
20 tion system of the present embodiment is one wherein 
the delivery system of Embodiment 2 is changed to an 
automatic delivery equipment into which an automated 
machine is introduced to require no operator. There will 
be explained all points of difference between Embodi- 
es ment 2 and the present embodiment, as follows, 

1 . Schematic structure of automatic delivery equipment 
760 

30 [0379] On automatic delivery equipment 760, there is 
provided CPU 761 which controls various parts of the 
automatic delivery equipment 760. The CPU 761 is con- 
nected to monitor 763 which displays various informa- 
tion for delivery processing and states of driving various 

35 sections connected to the CPU 761 . On the CPU 761 , 
there is provided'key board 762 which is used by cus- 
tomer 844 when the customer operates to input through 
a key. ' 
[0380] Further, the CPU 761 is connected, through in- 

40 terf ace 766, to data base 750 of store 700. 

[0381] The CPU 761 is further connected to credit 
card reader 764 which is provided so that various credit 
cards may be inserted in prescribed positions and can 
read the type and the card number of the credit card 

4 & inserted in the prescribed position. 

[0382] The CPU 761 is further connected to bar code 
reader 765 which is provided so that various shopping 
chain cards may be inserted in prescribed positions and 
can read the type and the card number of the shopping 

50 chain card by reading a bar code recorded on the shop- 
ping chain card inserted in the prescribed position. 
[0383] A photographic bag delivered from photofin- 
ishing system 800 by delivery truck 843 is put in sorter 
768 which can sort each photographic bag in its sorter 

55 bin one by one. On the sorter 768 ; there is provided a 
bar code reader which can read a bar code recorded on 
each photographic bag and thereby can read informa- 
tion recorded on the bar code. The sorter 768 is con- 
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nected to CPU 761 , and delivery member 769 is provid- 
ed so that it can be controlled by the CPU 761 to take 
out a specific photographic bag contained in the sorter 
768. The delivery member 769 is connected to CPU 
761, and a specific photographic bag sorted in sorter s 
768 is taken out. by the control of CPU 761 , and is de- 
livered to customer 844. 

2. Delivery of goods 

10 

[0384] Automatic delivery equipment 760 is periodi- 
cally visited by delivery truck 843 so that photographic 
products produced by photof inishing system 800 are de- 
livered to the automatic delivery equipment 760. Then, 
a driver of the delivery truck 843 unlocks the sorter 768, *5 
and puts each photographic bag in each bin of the sorter 
768 in the prescribed direction one by one, for delivery. 
[0385] Then, the bar code of the photographic bag 
sorted, in each bin of the sorter 768 is read by a bar code 
reader provided. on the sorter 768 and the receipt 20 
number recorded on the bar code is read and Is trans- 
mitted tO; CPU 761 which then transmits the receipt 
number read by the bar code reader of the sorter 768 to 
data base 750, thus, it is established and registered that 
the photographic products corresponding to that receipt 25 
number have been delivered. 

3. Delivery procedures 

[0386] Next, delivery of finished photographic prod- 30 
ucts which have not been handed to an orderer will be 
explained. 

[0387] When, a customer who is an orderer visits a 
tore where the delivery system of the present embodi- 
ment is installed, a guide screen is displayed on monitor 35 
763 of the automatic delivery equipment 760. Then, the 
guide screen on the monitor 763 of the automatic deliv- 
ery equipment 760 requests the customer either to in- 
sert a credit card or a shopping chain card in its corre- 
sponding reader,; or to input its name and a phone 40 
number through key board 762. 

3-1 . When a credit card is inserted 

[0388] When a credit card is inserted, credit card 45 
reader 764 of automatic delivery equipment 760 reads 
the inserted credit card and reads the type and the card 
number of the credit card, then, transmits the type and 
the card number of the credit card which have been read 
to CPU 761. so 
[0389] Then, the CPU 761 transmits the type and the 
card number of the credit card thus read to data base 
750 through interface 766, then, makes a phone number 
and a name of an owner of the credit card corresponding 
to the type and card number, of the transmitted credit 55 
cart to be retrieved, and makes the phone number and 
the name to be transmitted. Then, the CPU 761 receives 
the phone number and the name. 
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[0390] Then, the CPU 761 transmits the received 
phone number and the name : and makes data base 750 
to retrieve the receipt number corresponding to the 
transmitted phone number and name, and to transmit 
the retrieved receipt number and information showing 
whether or not each photographic product of the re- 
trieved receipt number has been delivered or handed. 
[0391] Then, the CPU 761 receives the retrieved re- 
ceipt number and information showing whether or not 
each photographic product corresponding to the re- 
trieved. receipt number has been delivered or handed 
which were transmitted by data base 750 through inter- 
face 766. 

[0392] Then, the CPU 761 makes monitor 763 to dis- 
play the retrieved receipt number and information show- 
ing whether or not each photographic product corre- 
sponding to the retrieved receipt number has been de- 
livered or handed. 

[0393] Then, the CPU 761 takes out of sorter 768 a 
photographic bag with the receipt number which has 
been delivered but has not been handed, and controls 
delivery member 769 so that it hands the photographic 
bag. Then the delivery member 769 takes the desired 
photographic bag out of sorter 768, and hands it to cus- 
tomer 844. 

[0394] Then, CPU 761 establishes on data base 750 
saying that the photographic product of the photograph- 
ic bag has been handed. 

3-2. When a shopping chain card is inserted ,«t 

[0395] When a shopping chain card is inserted, bar 
code reader 765 reads the inserted shopping chain 
card, and reads the card number of the shopping chain 
card (card ID information which sometimes includes let- 
ters and symbols in addition to numerals). Then, it trans- 
mits the card number of the shopping chain card thus 
read to CPU 761. • ; 

[0396] Then, the CPU 761 transmits the card number 
of the shopping chain card to data base 750, and makes 
the phone number and the name of an owner of the 
shopping chain card corresponding to the aforesaid 
card number to be transmitted. 

[0397] Then, the CPU 761 receives the phone 
number and the name of an owner of the shopping chain 
card, corresponding to the transmitted card number of 
the shopping chain card, from data base 750 through 
modem 727. 

[0398] Then, the CPU 761 transmits the received 
phone number and name, and makes data base 750 to 
retrieve the receipt number of photographic products 
corresponding to the phone number and name, and 
makes the retrieved receipt number and information 
showing whether or not each photographic product of 
the retrieved receipt number has been delivered or 
handed to be transmitted. 

[0399] Then, the CPU 761 receives the retrieved re- 
ceipt number and information showing whether or not 
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each photographic product corresponding to the re- 
trieved receipt number has been delivered or handed. 
[0400] Then, the CPU 761 makes monitor 763 to dis- 
play the retrieved receipt number and information show- 
ing whether each photographic product corresponding 
to the retrieved receipt number has been delivered or 
handed. 

[0401] Then, the CPU 761 takes out of sorter 768 a 
photographic bag with the receipt number which has 
been delivered but has not been handed, and controls 
delivery member 769 so that it hands the photographic 
bag. Then the delivery member 769 takes the desired 
photographic bag out of sorter 768, and hands it to cus- 
tomer 844. 

[0402] Then, the CPU the 761 establishes on data 
base 750 indicating that the photographic product of the 
photographic bag has been handed. 

3-3. When phone number and name are inputted 
through keyboard 

[0403] When a phone number and a name are input- 
ted through keyboard 762, CPU 761 transmits the input- 
ted phone number and name to data base 750 so that 
the receipt number of photographic products corre- 
sponding to the phone number and name may be re- 
trieved by the data base 750, and makes the retrieved 
receipt number and information showing whether or not 
each photographic product corresponding to the re- 
trieved receipt number has been delivered or handed to 
be transmitted. 

[0404] Then, the CPU 761 receives the retrieved re- 
ceipt number and information showing whether or not 
each photographic product corresponding to the re- 
trieved receipt number has been delivered or handed 
which have been transmitted by data base 750 through 
interface 766. 

[0405] Then, the CPU 761 makes monitor 763 to dis- 
play the retrieved receipt number and information show- 
ing whether or not each photographic product corre- 
sponding to the retrieved receipt number has been de- 
livered or handed. 

[0406] Then, the CPU 761 takes out of sorter 768 a 
photographic bag with the receipt number which has 
been delivered but has not been handed, and controls 
delivery member 769 so that it hands the photographic 
bag. Then the delivery member 769 takes the desired 
photographic bag out of sorter 768, and hands it to cus- 
tomer 844. 

[0407] Then, the CPU the 761 establishes on data 
base 750 saying that the photographic product of the 
photographic bag has been handed. 

3-4. Selling procedures for handing photographic 
products 

[0408] Incidentally, in the photographic product pro- 
duction/distribution system of the present embodiment, 



selling procedures are not needed when handing pho- 
tographic products, because selling procedures are tak- 
en in the course order receiving. 

5 Embodiment 7 

[0409] The photographic product production/distribu- 
tion system of the present embodiment is one wherein 
a part of the photographic product production/distribu- 
te tion system of Embodiment 6 has been changed. The 
photographic product production/distribution system of 
the present embodiment will now be explained as fol- 
lows, referring to Fig. 14 which is a schematic diagram 
of the photographic product production/distribution sys- 
15 tern of the present embodiment. 

[0410] Points of the aforesaid change include that 
CPU 721 of the order receiving system is not connected 
to data base 750, and that CPU 761 of automatic deliv- 
ery equipment 760 is connected to modem 767 connect- 
ed with a telephone line to connect to credit card centers 
821 and 822 and shopping chain center 331, and 
changed points caused by the foregoing. Owing to this, 
order receiving system 710 and automatic delivery 
equipment 760 can be operated independently of each 
other 

[0411] Since CPU 721 is not connected to data base 
750 of store 700, CPU 721 can not change information 
stored in the data base 750 of the store 700. Further, in 
the data base 750, there are stored the receipt number, 
a name and a phone number of an orderer and infor- 
mation showing whether "delivered" or not, for all deliv- 
ered photographic products. 

[0412] Photographic bags and slips are provided re- 
spectiveEy with consecutive receipt numbers in ad- 
vance, and & bar code showing this receipt number is 
recorded on a photographic bag in advance. Therefore, 
CPU 721 does not need to make data base 750 to trans- 
mit the receipt number. 

[041 3] The data base 750 does not store the type and 
the card number of a credit card when a credit card is 
used for order receiving, and it does not store the card 
number of a shopping chain card when a shopping chain 
card is used for order receiving. - 

4 $ 1 . Schematic structure of automatic delivery equipment 
760 

[0414] Only point of automatic delivery equipment 
760 different from the automatic delivery equipment in 
Embodiment 6 is that CPU 761 is connected to modem 
727 connected with a telephone line to be connected to 
credit card centers 821 and 822 and to shopping chain 
center 831, and other points are the same as those in 
the automatic delivery equipment in Embodiment 6. 

55 

2. Delivery of goods 

[0415] The delivery is the same as that in Embodi- 
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iment 6. 



3-2. When a shopping chain card is inserted 



3. Delivery procedures 

[0416] Next, delivery of finished photographic prod- 
ucts which have not been handed to an orderer will be 
explained, 

[0417] When a customer who is an orderer visits a 
tore where the delivery system of the present embodi- 
ment is installed, a guide screen is displayed on monitor 
763 of the automatic delivery equipment 760. Then, the 
guide screen on the monitor 763 of the automatic deliv- 
ery equipment 760 requests the customer either to in- 
sert a credit card or a shopping chain card in its corre- 
sponding reader, or to input its name and a phone 
number through keyboard 762. 

3-1 . When a credit card is inserted 

[0418] When a credit card is inserted, credit card 
reader 764 of automatic delivery equipment 760 reads 
.the. inserted, credit card and.reads the type and the card 
number of the credit card, then, transmits the type and 
the card number of. the credit card which have been read 
to CPU 761. 

[0419] Then, the CPU 761 transmits the card number 
to credit card centers 821 and 822 corresponding to the 
type of the credit card read from the credit card through 
modem 767, and makes a name and phone number of 
an owner of the credit card to be transmitted. Then, the 
CPU 761 receives the phone number and the name. 
[0420] Then, the CPU 761 transmits the received 
phone number and the name, and makes data base 750 
to retrieve the receipt number corresponding to the 
transmitted phone number and name, and to transmit 
the retrieved receipt number and information showing 
whether or not each photographic product of the re- 
trieved receipt number has been handed. 
[0421] Then, the CPU 761 receives the retrieved re- 
ceipt number and information showing whether or not 
each photographic product corresponding to the re- 
trieved receipt number. has been delivered or handed 
which were transmitted by data base 750 through inter- 
face 766. 

[0422] Then, the CPU 761 makes monitor 763 to dis- 
play the retrieved receipt number and information show- 
ing whether or not each photographic product corre- 
sponding to the retrieved receipt number has been de- 
livered or handed. 

[0423] Then, the CPU 761 takes out of sorter 768 a 
photographic bag with the receipt number which has not 
been handed, and controls delivery member 769 so that 
it hands the photographic bag. Then the delivery mem- 
ber 769 takes the desired photographic bag out of sorter 
768, and hands it to customer 844. 
[0424] Then, CPU 761 establishes on data base 750 
saying that the photographic product of the photograph- 
ic bag has been handed. 



[0425] When a shopping chain card is inserted, bar 
code reader 765 reads the inserted shopping chain 

5 card, and reads the card number of the shopping chain 
card (card ID information which sometimes includes let- 
ters and symbols in addition to numerals). Then, it trans- 
mits the card number of the shopping chain card thus 
read to CPU 761. 

10 [0426] Then, the CPU 761 transmits the card number 
read from the shopping chain card to shopping chain 
center 831 through modem 767, and makes the shop- 
ping chain center to transmit the name and phone 
number of an owner ol the shopping chain card. 

15 [0427] Then, the CPU 761 receives through modem 
767 the phone number and the name of an owner of the 
shopping chain card transmitted from the shopping 
chain center 831. 

[0428] Then, the CPU 761 J transmits the received 

20 phone number and name, and makes data base 750 to 
retrieve the receipt number of photographic products 
corresponding to the phone number and name; jand to 
transmit the retrieved receipt number and information 
showing whether or not each photographic product of 

25 the retrieved receipt number has been handed. 

[0429] Then, the CPU 761 receives the retrieved re- 
ceipt number and information showing whether or not 
each photographic product corresponding to the re- 
trieved receipt number has been handed: 

30 [0430] Then, the CPU 761 makes monitor 763 to dis- 
play the retrieved receipt number and information show- 
ing whether each photographic product corresponding 
to the retrieved receipt number has been handed. 
[0431] Then, the CPU 761 takes out of sorter 768 a 

35 photographic bag with the receipt number which has not 
been handed, and controls delivery member 769 so that 
it hands the photographic bag. Then the delivery mem- 
ber 769 takes the desired photographic bag out of sorter 
768, and hands it to customer 844. 

40 [0432] Then, the CPU the 761 establishes on data 
base 750 indicating that the photographic product of the 
photographic bag has been handed. 

3^3. When phone number and name are inputted 
45 through keyboard 

[0433] When a phone number and a name are input- 
ted through keyboard 762 ; CPU 761 transmits the input- 
ted phone number and name to data base 750, and 

so makes the data base 750 to retrieve the receipt number 
of photographic products corresponding to the phone 
number and name and to transmit the retrieved receipt 
number and information showing whether or not each 
photographic product corresponding to the retrieved re- 

55 ceipt number has been handed. 

[0434] Then, the CPU 761 receives the retrieved re- 
ceipt number and information showing whether or hot 
each photographic product corresponding to the re- 
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trieved receipt number has been handed which have 
been transmitted by data base 750 through interlace 
766. 

[0435] Then, the CPU 761 makes monitor 763 to dis- 
play the retrieved receipt number and information show- s 
ing whether or not each photographic product corre- 
sponding to the retrieved receipt number has been 
handed. 

[0436] Then, the CPU 761 takes out of sorter 768 a 
photographic bag with the receipt number which has not io 
been handed, and controls delivery member 769 so that 
it hands the photographic bag. Then the delivery mem- 
ber 769 takes the desired photographic bag out of sorter 
768, and hands it to customer 844. 

[0437] Then, the CPU the 761 establishes on data is 
base 750 indicating that the photographic product of the 
photographic bag has been handed. 

3-4. Selling procedures for handing photographic 
products 20 



[0445] The situations that the produced print can not 
transferred or delivered regardless of the fact that an 
order for the photographic processing is received 
through transmission can be avoided. 
[0446] A stalker is made to stand in difficulty to get the 
name and the contact place of an orderer, whereby the 
oderer does not conceive the fear that the name and the 
contact place are surreptitiously looked by a stalker. 
[0447] It is not necessary to write a name with kataka- 
na character, whereby the work to write in the column 
of order or confirm it can be reduced. 
[0448] The problem that the sales account can not be 
reckoned due to the reason that the orderer does not 
come to take the photographic print regardless of the 
order for the photographic processing can be avoided. 
[0449] The request for the orderer to carry a ticket in 
order to receive the photographic product at a photo 
shop or a photophinisher can be eliminated. 



Claims 

1. A photographic processing system, comprising: 

ID reading means for reading ID from an ID 
card; 

: ID transmitting receiving means for transmitting 
the ID to an ID information administrating ap- 
paratus and for receiving owner information re- 
garding the owner of the ID card from the ID 
information administrating apparatus; 
order information inputting means for inputting 
order information regarding order contents for 
a photographic process; and 
control means for correlating the owner infor- 
mation and the order information and for mem- 
orizing the owner information and the order in- 
formation in the correlating form in a memory. 

2. The photographic processing system of claim 1 , fur- 
ther comprising: 

image data inputting means for inputting im- 
age data, wherein the control means correlates the 
owner information and the image data and memo- 
rizes the owner information and the image data in 
the correlating form in the memory. 

3. The photographic processing system of claim ^fur- 
ther comprising: 

image data inputting means for inputting image 
data; 

image processing means for subjecting the im- 
age data to an image process in accordance 
with the order information; and 
recording means for recording an image in a re- 
cording medium on the basis of the image data 
subjected to the image process. 



[0438] Incidentally, in the photographic product pro- 
duction/distribution system of the present embodiment, 
selling procedures are not needed when handing pho- 
tographic products, because selling procedures are tak- 25 
en in the course of order receiving. 
[0439] With the above structures of the present inven- 
tion, following effects can be obtained. 
[0440] The problem that the sales account can not be 
reckoned regardless of the fact that an order for the pho- 30 
tographic processing is received through transmission 
can be avoided. 

[0441 ] Even if a large amount of print outputs from dig- 
ital image data are received simultaneously from many 
and unspecified persons, it is not necessary for the host 35 
computer to memorize the large amount of digital image 
data, whereby situations that the printer can not work 
normally or outputs properly due to the shortage of the 
memory capacity of the host computer or that the host 
computer can not conduct the other process can be 40 
avoided. 

[0442] Even if a large amount of output digital image 
data are produced simultaneously by the client compu- 
ter, it is not necessary for the host computer to memorize 
the large amount of output digital image data, whereby 45 
situations that the host computer can not output properly 
due to the shortage of the memory capacity or that the 
host computer can not conduct the other process can 
be avoided. 

[0443] Invasion to the host computer included in the so 
printer through the modem or from the client computer 
while the output digital image data is transmitted to the 
host computer included in the printer can be avoided. 
[0444] Even if the program of the host computer of the 
printer is not maintained so as to correspond to the new- ss 
ly developed program installed in the client computer, 
the situation that the program of the host computer can 
not work properly can be avoided. 
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4. The photographic processing system of claim 1 , fur- cording medium, 
ther comprising: 

sold money amount calculating means for cal- 
culating a sold amount of money on the basis of the 
order information and for transmitting the sold $ 
amount of money correlated with the ID to the ID 
information administrating apparatus. 

5. The photographic processing system of claim 1 , fur- 
ther comprising: to 

sold money amount calculating means for cal- 
culating a sold amount of money on the basis of the 
order information, wherein the control means cor- 
relates the sold amount of money and the owner 
information and memorizes the sold amount of is 
money and the owner information in the correlating 
form in the memory. 

6. The photographic processing system of claim 3, 
wherein the recording means records at least one '20 
of the ID and the owner information. 

7. ■ The photographic processing system of claim 1, fur- 
ther comprising: 

- ; sales account slip producing means for pro- 25 . . 

ducing a sales account slip on the basis of at least 
one of the I D and the owner information and the or- 
der information regarding. 

8. The photographic processing system of claim 1, fur- 30 
ther comprising:- 

order receipt slip producing means for pro- 
ducing an order receipt slip indicating the receipt of 
the order contents on the basis of at least one of the 
ID and the owner information. 35 

9. The photographic processing system of claim 4, 
wherein the sold money amount calculating means 
further transmits the order information to the ID in- 
formation administrating apparatus. 40 

10. The photographic processing system of claim 6, 
wherein the recording means further records the or- 
der information in the recording medium. 

45 

11. The photographic processing system of claim 1, 
wherein the ID card is a credit card, the ID is a credit 
card number,, and the owner information includes 
the name of the owner of the ID card. 

50 

12. The photographic processing system of claim 3, 
wherein the recording medium is a medium capable 
of being read by a computer. 

13. The photographic processing system of claim 3, ss 
. wherein the recording medium is a silver halide light 

sensitive material and the recording means com- 
prises a light source to record the image on the re- 
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